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MEETING IN PERSON ONE WEEK EARLY !!! 
>> ELECTION of OFFICERS   <<

During the COVID-19 outbreak, we have been unable to meet at the 
Georgetown Public Library because of the precautions taken be the City 
of Georgetown to stim the spread of the virus. Since the Library has 
changed their meeting policy the club is allowed to meet in person 
again. Therefore, we have scheduled a meeting on November 16th 
(third Tuesday) in addition to broadcasting virtually via “Zoom” 
software.    Click Zoom meeting link below.    
   If you are planning to join from an iPhone or iPad, be sure to 
download this application first: https://apps.apple.com/us/app/zoom-
cloud-meetings/id546505307 
   We look forward to seeing you there Tuesday night @ 7PM! 
GT Library - Hewlett Rm– 402 W 8th Street Georgetown 78626 
Topic: WCABA Member Meeting 
Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime 
Join Zoom Meeting	
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82475068933?pwd=aHRiRjc3bS9kYXJGS2g5THVpOEx2UT09	

Meeting ID: 824 7506 8933
Passcode: 909659 

 PROGRAM 
Speaker: Beth Irwin 
Title: Native Plants for Honeybees 
Beth is a Louisiana native and has a 
Bachelor of Science in Horticulture and 
retired after 25 years as Curator of a 
private nature preserve in Northeast 
Louisiana. She is a charter member of 
the Louisiana Native Plant Society and 
is a keen observer of what is hanging 
out on plants. 
Beth currently serves as President (2021-2022) of the Native Plant 
Society of Texas- Williamson County Chapter.	

2021 Club Officers: 

PRESIDENT: Shannon Montez 
president@wcaba.org 

VICE PRESIDENT:  
Gillian Mattinson 

vicepresident@wcaba.org 

MEMBERSHIP: Shirley Doggett 
membership@wcaba.org 

PROGRAM: Linda Russell 
program@wcaba.org 

NEWSLETTER: Jimmie Oakley 
newsletter@wcaba.org 

SECRETARY: Phil Ainslie 
secretary@wcaba.org 

TREASURER: Barbi Rose 
treasurer@wcaba.org 

HISTORIAN: Matt Ludlum 
historian@wcaba.org 

PAST PRESIDENT: Phil Ainslie 
pastpresident@wcaba.org 

LIBRARIAN: Chris Huck 
librarian@wcaba.org 

SCHOLARSHIP CHAIR: 
Jimmie Oakley 

scholarship@wcaba.org 

QUEEN CHAIR: 
Ginny Stubblefield 
queen@wcaba.org 

WEB ADMINISTRATOR: 
Rachel Glass 

DIRECTOR AT LARGE: 
Melissa Henry 

DIRECTOR AT LARGE: 
Gary Bible 

Beth Irwin - Native Plant Society of Texas 
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Mad Honey 
submitted by Phil Ainslie 

   You probably have not heard of "mad honey." This Honey has hallucinogenic properties.  It 
has been around for a long time.  Gurung people in the mid-east have used this mad Honey for its 
hallucinogenic and medicinal properties.  So, what causes this? Well, it is from a type of 
rhododendron (rhododendron ponticum).  
   The flowers have a natural neurotoxin (grayanotoxin) in their nectar.  
This flower grows in the Black Sea region of Turkey.  It can also be 
found in the Appalachian Mountains but not enough to make 
concentrated mad honey.  Occasionally, a cold snap in the 
Appalachian Mountains of the Eastern United States will kill off other 
flowers while leaving Rhododendrons unaffected, resulting in mad 
honey. Such circumstances are rare. Mad honey is the most expensive 
in the world, typically selling for around $170 per pound. 
 
   Well, you're probably wondering about what it can do. It can cause sickness, vomiting, 
diarrhea, loss of consciousness, seizures, low blood pressure, and hallucinations. Ummm, it 
seems like something you would give to some folks you genuinely do not like. That is precisely 
what happened to the Roman invaders while chasing the Persian army along the black sea in 57 
BCE.  The Persians decided to leave a gift for the Romans.  You guessed it.  The wily Persians 
left several jars of honey along the route the Romans were traveling. The Romans found the 
honey.  Pompey the Great probably exclaimed, "Hey, look here!  Those Persians left us tribute." 
The Roman officers said. "Eat up! You're going to need the energy to defeat those Persian 
cowards." So, eat up they did.  Hours later, they became disoriented, began vomiting, had 
diarrhea, and could no longer fight.  The Persian army returned.  Probably called the Romans all 
kinds of nasty things, then killed over 1,000 Roman troops with few losses of their own. The 
Persian king plundered the Roman's pizza supply and went home. Ok, I might, so I took some 
artistic privilege on the pizza part.  
 
 

   
 There are tales from the Civil War of Union troops getting into hives of mountain honey.   
Yes, they became sick and disoriented. 
 
https://todayinhistory.blog/2018/09/28/september-28-48bc-mad-honey/, research,tamu.edu/2014/11/03/how-eating-mad-honey-
cost-pompey-the-great-1000-soldiers/ 

Rhododendron Ponticum 

Beautiful but Deadly 
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Our Unborn Bees of 2022  
Upcoming Club Nuclei and Queen Order 

by Gary Bible 
 

   I’m sure all of us club members are now praying for a “mild”, on-the-way winter.  Hopefully, our nucleus 
hives from last April have grown, enlarged, maybe even produced some honey and are in the process of 
being “tucked away” for winter.  Let’s hope winter 2021-2022 is good to our bees. 
   I recently talked with Wes Card of Merrimack Bees to confirm that we 
would be ordering nucs with them (again) in 2022.  I’ve found they are an 
excellent company with the goal of delivering great nuclei to us; the two I 
ordered are still “alive and well”. 
   I feared we would be seeing a nucleus price increase.  He told me the 
prices will go up about $10.  I find this to be very reasonable. 
   I’m not yet aware enough to give you Queen information.  Jimmie Oakley 
will be talking with Bee Weaver in the next few days (and may add to this 
article).  I suspect the price range on queens will be around 35-40 dollars.  I 
found the Bee Weaver Varroa Sensitive Hygienic (VSH) queens to be stellar in performance.   
Bee Weaver, like Merrimack, did us a great job this past year. 
   For your planning purposes, the delivery time of the nucs and queens will be around mid April.  I would 
guess somewhere around April 16, but don’t hold me to this date. 
   I enjoyed the Bee and Queen Procurement Process this year and I very-
much want to be in the thick of it again.  I find it somewhat amazing to 
discuss bees and queens that are not yet on this earth.  April is still 6 months 
away?  
   Anyway, I plan on following the same process with check payment being 
mailed to me and verification being emailed to you.  I hope we can “use” the 
same fetching team, unloaders, checker-inners, etc. over at the Bost Farm this 
year.  What an incredible event that was! 
   I’ll be contacting some of you who worked that weekend (last spring) to 
ask/beg you to step forward to ensure this “delivery” weekend goes well.  If 
you desire to become part of this delivery process, please let me know; there’s 
always room for one more busy-bee. 
   In each club Newsletter, I’ll be reporting to you more specific info as we, in the Bee Procurement “area” 
get more information.  I suspect the Bee and Queen Order Form will first appear in the January Newsletter, 
so “bee” planning for your upcoming needs. 
   In the meantime, Happy beekeeping, Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year! 
Back later with more info. 
 
Gary Bible 
WCABA Bee and Queen Procurement Coordinator 
glbible@austin.rr.com 
Cell – 512-923-0410 

5-frame Nuc from Merrimack Valley Apiaries 

Gary Bible & Delivery Team @ Bost 
Farm 
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Local Beekeeper Dies in Cycling Accident 
by Jimmie Oakley 

   Thomas (Tommy) O’Neal passed away on Saturday, October 23, while 
riding in the Big Sugar gravel race in Bentonville, Arkansas. He was on 
vacation with his sister when he sighed up for the ride.  An avid and skilled 
rider, he was alone at the time of the accident, so it is not known exactly 
what happened. 
   Tommy joined the Williamson County Area Beekeepers in 2017 to peruse 
one of his many interests. He was successful in his endeavor using the club 
extracting equipment several times to process honey from his hives.   
   If you may not be able to place him, he was described, “with a generally 
wild bushel of hair, a distinct gait, and a fantastic laugh, Tommy stood out in 
a crowd.” 
   He lived in Georgetown at Sun City and was a member of the Sun City 
Cyclopaths Club. I saw him every Tuesday morning getting ready for his 
group ride as I setup up my honey booth for the Sun City Farmers Market. 
   He was born in New Smyrna Beach, Florida on July 25, 1949.  He grew 
up in Oak Hill, Florida, attended Stetson University in Deland, Florida.  
   When he was 20, he headed off to find adventure which took him to the famous Woodstock Festival in 
1969. Ultimately, he made it to Houston where he managed a popular restaurant – Magnolia Bar & Grill – 
for almost 30 years.  
   He is survived by wife, Cathy, sister, Susan, two daughters 
Jennifer and Sarah and their families. 
   A celebration of Tommy’s life was held November 13, at Sun City 
Legacy Hills Pavilion. It was well attended as his cycling friends, 
gun shooting friends, beekeeping friends, etc. all mingled and got to 
know each other; his treat.  JO 
    
 

Tommy O'Neal, cyclist & beekeeper 

Friends gather at the Legacy Hills Pavilion 

Cycle Wheel of Memories 

An Intense Rider 

4



TBA Convention and Auction 
by Jimmie Oakley 

   The TBA Convention was held this year at the Moody Gardens in Galveston, 
Texas. It was an exciting event and was well attended by more than 300 
people (beekeepers), but not many from Williamson County. Those attending 
that I was most aware of were conducting or working to organize the 
Convention.  
   Chris and Shirley Doggett worked the TBA and Texas Honey Bee 
Education Association (THBEA) table. Chris was also MC of the Awards 
Banquet. Barbi Rose worked registration and was of great value to the Honey 
Show competition in compiling and calculating the contest results 
determining who received the ribbons and awards. She received special 
recognition for her software that pulled all the numbers together and spit out 
the results. I worked the Honey Show also as Show Secretary.  This meant 
that many of us didn’t get to attend most of the interesting presentations, but 
nevertheless satisfied with the results of the annual event. 
   Dodie Stillman, our local Area 1 TBA Director, did not work the Honey 
Show this year, but gave two presentations on working with wax on Saturday, 
and Barbi Rose gave two presentations on Sunday, “Beeswax food wraps” 
and”Making soap”. After the business meeting on Saturday, it became official 
that Dodie Stillman will take in the duties of Texas Beekeeper’s Vice President. 
   In the Banquet Auction, WCABA made good contributions to the THBEA and the Honey Queen fund 
when the set of “steak knives” purchased by Shirley Doggett as our club’s donation to the auction sold for 
a high bid or $500.00. Kay Oakley’s lantern center piece sold for 50.00. The auction finally 
raised about $12,000.00. 
   Next year the TBA Convention is slated to be in Temple, Texas, so all of you who didn’t get to attend 
this year because of distance can start making your plans now since it will be in our own back yard. 
   Thanks to all who supported us in Galveston representing you, and we will need that support even more 
next year as the club’s involvement will be even greater. Looking forward to seeing your there. JO 
 

Kay Oakley's contest photo purchase at the Convention Auction (because she liked it!) 
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WCABA Donates to A&M Honey Bee Lab 
by: Jimmie Oakley 

   The Williamson County Area Beekeepers Association voted to donate $1,500.00 to the Janice & John 
Thomas Texas A&M Honey Bee Lab at the last Executive Board meeting (September), specifically to the 
Nevin Weaver Beekeeping Excellence Fund, an endowment of approximately $155,000.00 for the purpose of 
supporting honey bee research at the lab. 
   The Nevin Weaver Fund was established in December 2009 by Dr. Thomas, his wife and daughter with an 
original donation of $75,000.00 under the administration of the TAMU Foundation. A guaranteed rate of 4% 
per annum of the endowment value is available to be used by Dr. Juliana Rangel to cover expenses and 
projects in her department. Only the interest on the endowment can be used, ensuring funds for the future. 
The Texas Beekeepers Association (TBA) and Texas Honey Bee Education Association (THBEA), as well 
as other influential beekeepers, Texas A&M University’s Honey Bee Research Program has officially 
launching a fund-raising campaign to expand the Nevin Weaver Fund to 250,00.00. At last report the Fund 
was only $20,000 short of the goal. That is good news, with hope that the endowment can swell to an even 
large amount. This is important to beekeepers, especially here in Texas, because it is research, and research 
yields knowledge.   
   How did it all get started? There have always been beekeepers that come 
to Texas to winter their bees over, especially in the Rio Grande Valley in the 
days before the Africanized Bee invasion.  The establishment of the USDA 
ARS Research Unit at Weslaco, Texas, was a result of that invasion. But 
Texas beekeepers wanted their own facility and the TBA was instrumental 
in driving that initiative to get a lab built at Texas A&M where the State 
Entomologist resides.  
   The big honey producers were willing and able to pledge part of their crop 
(barrels) to the effort and many signed the pledge sheet at the Annual 
Conventions to help raise the funds to build the lab, but many of the 
sideliners and hobbyist just couldn’t do that. So, we developed the custom 
and practice of “passing the hat” at our club meetings, the Summer Clinic event, and just about any other 
gathering where beekeepers came together to raise funds, a little at time, to go to the Bee Lab Capital campaign, 
as it came to be known. 
   The campaign became part of the fabric of our beekeeping lives and the vision of what could be formed in 
our minds and our hearts. The fund grew, 2004: $1,500, 2005: $7800, 2006: $8600, 2007: $11,900, 2008: 
$28,300, and by year’s end ,with matching funds, TBA made a distribution of $60,000.00 to the construction 
of a Honey Bee Lab at Texas A&M on the Riverside Campus. 
   The Honey Bee Lab was built in 2008 and dedicated in 2009. It 
was a monumental effort on the part of Texas beekeepers. But 
that was not all the story. There still had to be funding for the 
research that was planned for the facility. Dr. Thomas and family 
stepped up again, this time providing the afore mentioned 75K to 
get the endowment started. Which brings us back to today and the 
current fund-raising efforts still underway. 
   The $1,500.00 donation that was made by WCABA in September was supplemented by another $1,000.00 
donated at the last Board meeting in November.  Since the club did not fund any youth scholarships this year 
or have a Honey Queen, there were funds available to promote education and research. What better place to 
donate than the Rangel Honey Bee Lab; so we did.  The $2,500.00 total donation comes to only 1% of the total 
goal for the endowment, but what better place to give a little and get a lot!    My thoughts exactly!  JO 
 
 
 

Passing the Hat: Give a little, Get a lot 

Still under construction at the dedication, a dream come 
true 
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More Pictures from the Honey Bee Lab 

OFFICIAL STUD SIGNING AT THE HONEY BEE FACILITY AT A&M 
Pictured (left to right): Dr. Larry Boleman, Associate Vice Chancelor of Outreach & Strategic Initiative 

Todd Youngblood, President of the Texas Beekeepers Association 
Dr. John Thomas Extension Entomologist - Emeritus TAMU and wife, Janice Thomas 

Paul Jackson, State Entomologist, Texas Apiary Inspection Service 
Dr. Tanya Pankiw, Associate Professor, Department of Entomology 

Dr. Kevin M. Heinz, Head, Entomology Department 
Chad Wootton, Vice President for Development and Strategic Outreach 

 

Dr. John Thomas, wife Janice with TBA President Todd Youngblood, 
wife Tanya & and family at Honey Bee Lab ground breaking 

Major contributor, Stanford Brantley, and Paul Jackson, 
past Bee Inspector at Honey Bee Lab ground breaking 
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Membership Report: Shirley Doggett 
 

Membership Report November 2021 
 

 
New Members:  (2022)  
 
Roy Rector.                Taylor   roy@royrector.com 
 
 
Renewing Members (2022) 
Vicky Kennedy.            Burnet    
   vkennedy@kennedyresource.com  
 
Barbi Rose.                   Cedar Park   barbirose@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
   
	
 

	
	
	
	

MMEEMMBBEERRSSHHIIPP  AAPPPPLLIICCAATTIIOONN   

WILLIAMSON COUNTY AREA BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION 

  Dues: $20.00 per year - individual or $25.00 - family membership 

  New Member / Renewing Member 

                        (circle one)       Date:______________________ 

 

Name:___________________________________________________Amount: $ ____________ 

   Cash or Check #_________ 

 

Address:______________________________________________________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip:_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: (         )____________________ e-mail:_______________________________________ 

        (please print) 

 To save postage cost may we send your Newsletter via e-mail?  Yes[      ]   No[      ] 

 

Instructions: print , fill out, and bring to club meeting , or mail with check to Membership 

 Mrs. Shirley Doggett - 400 C. R. 440 - Thrall, TX 76578  - Ph.512/924-5051 
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WCABA Executive Board Minutes September 16, 2021 
 
Attending:  Phil Ainslie, Shannon Montez, Matt Damon, Linda Russell, Shirley Doggett, Gillian 
Mattison, Chris Huck, Jimmie Oakley, Melissa Henry. 
 

Unable to attend:  Gary Bible, Barbie Rose 
 

The meeting began at 7:30 
 

• Minutes: Phil Ainslie emailed the minutes before the meeting.  The board accepted the 
minutes as written.  

 

• Treasurer report:  Barbie was unable to attend.  Shirley Doggett reported that we have 
approximately $38,000 in the account at this time. 

 

• Member report:  Shirley Doggett reported that we have 216 paid members. 
 

o Name tag trial:  Shirley Doggett stated that the conversion to stick-on name tag was 
efficient, and there were no problems. 

 

• September meeting report:  Twenty people attended the live meeting and 30 via zoom. 
Matt Ludlum reported that the sound quality on zoom was not desirable.  He proposed 
purchasing items which he feels will improve the sound quality.  The motion was proposed 
and seconded. In addition, Matt will visit the library and review the sound and video 
equipment.   

o Another suggestion included asking the speaker to stand directly in front of the 
computer camera.  

o Linda Russell felt the meeting was too long due to having two speakers. 
 

• Program by Linda Russell:  Linda will ask Brandon Farencamp to speak.  
o The Snallgrove method was mentioned as a possible topic.   
o The board discussed having Randy Oakley do a presentation in the future.  
o Phil Ainslie was asked to do a short presentation on bee feeders.   

 

• State Fair Honey report:  Jimmie Oakley reported that one honey had been collected thus 
far.  Submissions are way down due to Covid and no honey tasting program by WCABA 
this year.   

 

• Mentor report:  Phil Ainslie reported that WCABA is still short of mentors.  This time of 
year, there are few requests.  He stated that there would be a significant increase in January 
and Feb.  

 

• Honey Princess:  Due to covid, the princess program is on hold.  We have a member that is 
interested in being the honey princess when we resume the program.  She may also be 
interested in volunteering at the state fair honey booth.  
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o Shannon Montez stated that WCABA needs a honey princess chair.  Allison Adams 
was mentioned as a possible chair.  However, Allison has two young children, and 
she may not be able to.  

 

• Scholarship program:  Jimmie Oakley reported that the one-and-a-half-year program is 
almost over.  The program was successful when there was supervision and mentoring.  
The final test will be when the youth begin beekeeping on their own.  

o Shannon Montez suggested that we have a scholarship committee meeting to 
discuss next year's program and get applicants.  

 

• Constitution and by-laws:  There will be no changes this year.  Chris Huck mentioned the 
wording regarding the treasurer report.  The board proposed that we review the language 
next year when we do the complete even year review.    

 

Board Minutes (con’t) 
 

• Newsletter:  The newsletter will go out this weekend.   
o Phil Ainslie submitted another article on Research Pearls.   
o Shannon Montez said she would get a piece ready.  
o Jimmie Oakley said the scholarship students would have a write-up as well.  
o Election of officers:  All board members will continue in their current positions 

until the 2022 election.  
 

• Other:  Phil Ainslie mentioned a member requesting a bee vacuum.  Phil was wondering if 
that was something we should consider purchasing for the club.   

 

• Speaker request for a speaker on November 7 at the Lark and Owl in Georgetown:      
Linda Russell will contact a member working on the Master Beekeeper Certification and 
allow him the opportunity to speak.  Jimmie Oakley said he could do it.  Phil Ainslie will 
speak if Jimmie has a conflict.  

 

• Donation: The board voted to donate $1,500 to the Texas A&M Honey Bee Lab Nevin 
Weaver Beekeeping Excellence Endowment Fund.   

 

• TBA Annual Meeting:  The board discussed providing a table setting for the TBA auction 
or donating $100.00.  It was decided to place a note in the newsletter asking for a member 
going to the seminar to make a table decoration and set up the table setting. 
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WCABA Officers Nominations 
 

Slate of Officers nominated to serve WCABA for 2022 
Nominations Committee: Jimmie Oakley, Gillian Mattinson & Shirley Doggett 

 
President – Shannon Montez 
Vice President – Gillian Mattinson 
Membership Director – Shirley Doggett 
Program Director – Linda Russell 
Editorial Director – Jimmie Oakley 
Secretary – Phil Ainslie 
Treasurer – Barbi Rose 
Historian – Matt Ludlum 
Past President – Phil Ainslie 
Director at Large – Melissa Henry 
Director at Large – Gary Bible  
 

Nominations will be accepted from the floor at the meeting and additional 
nominations can be submit to Shannon Montez, President, [president@wcaba.org] 

before Tuesday evening Zoom meeting at 7PM. 
 
 

 
 

Maybe I wouldn't mind being a Mushroom if I could look like That!  JO 
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Profit and Loss

ACCOUNTS Jan 01, 2021 to Nov 12, 2021

Income

Direct Public Support - Wolfe/Bost Scholarship Fund $200.00

Program Income - Bee Procurement $49,845.00

Program Income - Bee Procurement Rebates ($505.00)

Program Income - Membership Dues $3,870.00

Total Income $53,410.00 

Cost of Goods Sold

Bees $38,850.00 

Total Cost of Goods Sold $38,850.00 

Gross Profit $14,560.00

Operating Expenses

Donations and Gifts $2,100.00

Insurance $1,267.00

Office Supplies $416.10

Permits $100.00

Speaker Fees $450.00

Travel Expenses 327.33

Website and Zoom 190.26

Total Operating Expenses $4,850.69

Net Profit $9,709.31

Balance Sheet

ACCOUNTS As of November 12, 2021

Assets

Total Cash and Bank $36,644.18

Bee Procurement Downpayment $0.00

Total Assets $36,644.18

Liabilities

Total Liabilities $0.00

Assets & Liabilities $36,644.18

Equity

Retained Earnings - Prior Years $26,934.87

Retained Earnings - Current Year $9,709.31

Total Equity $36,644.18

Williamson County Area Beekeepers Association
Treasurer's Report - As of November 12, 2021
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