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MEETING IN PERSON !!!
During the COVID-19 outbreak, we have been unable to meet at the
Georgetown Public Library because of the precautions taken be the City
of Georgetown to stim the spread of the virus. Recently the Library has
changed their meeting policy and the club is allowed to meet in person
again. Therefore, we have scheduled a meeting on October 26th (fourth
Tuesday) in addition to broadcasting virtually (we hope) via “Zoom”
software. Click Zoom meeting link below.
If you are planning to join from an iPhone or iPad, be sure to
download this application first: https://apps.apple.com/us/app/zoomcloud-meetings/id546505307
We look forward to seeing you there Tuesday night @ 7PM!
GT Library - Hewlett Rm– 402 W 8th Street Georgetown 78626
Topic: WCABA Member Meeting
Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82475068933?pwd=aHRiRjc3bS9kYXJGS2g5THVpOEx2UT09

Meeting ID: 824 7506 8933
Passcode: 909659
PROGRAM :

Speaker: Alex Payne
Title: Honey Bee Pathogens and
Best Beekeeping Practices

Alexandria (Alex) Payne is a PhD
candidate in the lab of Dr. Juliana Rangel
studying the disease ecology of honey
bees. Her research incorporates aspects
of virology, ecology, nutrition, and honey
bee biology to better understand the
interactions between honey bees and their
associated pathogens. She is a native
Texan from Spring, TX and got her
Bachelor's degree from Texas A&M."

1

Speaker contact info:
Alex Payne
PhD Candidate
Department of Entomology
Texas A&M University
2475 TAMU
College Station, TX 77843-2475

Rangel Lab Ph. D. students Alex Payne (left) and Myra Dickey
(right) standing at the Honey Bee Lab booth at the Brazos
Valley Beekeepers Fall Bee School on Saturday, 25 September!

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2021 Texas Beekeepers Annual Convention
Join us on November 6th & 7th at Moody Gardens for a fun-filled weekend of educational
speakers, beekeeping vendors, the Texas Honey Show, and beekeepers networking. Bring the
entire family for a buzz worthy weekend adventure. Pre-registered hotel guests will have the
opportunity to purchase discounted weekend passes to Moody Gardens with unlimited access
to all attractions!

Tickets: $125 / Members - $160 / Non-Members - $50 / 17 and under
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

2021 Local Beekeeping Club Centerpiece Contest @ TBA Convention
WCABA and each local beekeeping club has been asked to provide a table centerpiece
for the Annual Awards Banquet on Saturday night.
From artistic creations to bountiful baskets filled with your club member’s favorite hive
products, your local club talent’s will shine as the centerpieces of our evening banquet. All
entries will be judged and auctioned benefiting our THBEA educational fund. Will your local
club take home the winner’s plaque this year? Will your club’s entry win the highest bid at the
auction? Register today and show us your club’s talents while supporting a great cause!
Rules for Entry:
• The club’s total out of pocket expenses will be $25-$50, all other items to be donated.
• Entry height and width not to exceed 18-20”.
• The theme is anything regarding bees, but each entry should be a reflection of your regional
club (references to famous landmarks, area delicacies, local favorite items). You can proudly
display your club’s name on your entry.
• Entry must be brought to the annual convention by a club member or representative.
• Entries must be submitted at the registration table no later than 12:00 noon on Saturday Nov. 6th
Contact Shirley Doggett @ membership@wcaba.org for more information.
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Fall Foliage for Your Bees
by: Shannon Montez
If you’re like me and are amazed at how pretty landscape looks right now; plants that were stagnant most of the
year unless it rained now are in full bloom, and plants that looked rather dreary until about a month ago remind
me of why I put these plants out in the first place. Many of these plants now have hummingbirds, butterflies and
bees all enjoying the fresh blooms. Native wildflowers are also in full bloom and if you walk near your favorite
trails, you’ll see many of the bees favorite wildflowers. That also means that the bees will now have one last
opportunity to build up their winter store of honey.
Broomweed or Broom Snakeweed can be seen in
meadows and in rocky areas. Broomweed obviously
doesn’t need a lot of rain because it can pop up anywhere
and you’ll see it in full bloom right now. It has tiny little
flowers that attracts bees and is one of the fall plants in
full bloom right now. What you may not know is that
Pioneers tied bundles of dried plants to sticks for use as
brooms. They also used it as kindling because of its high
resin content. It was widely employed medicinally by
several native North American Indian tribes who used it to
treat a variety of complaints. However, it is rarely used in
Broomweed in Full Bloom
modern herbalism. Native Americans would use a concoction
of the roots for the treatment of painful urination, diarrhea and stomach aches. They
placed the roots in boiling water and the steam inhaled in the treatment of respiratory
complaints . Broomweed does spread rapidly in overgrazed areas and is the bane of
livestock ranchers in Texas. When it is large and blooming it makes a beautiful picture
but cattle don't like to put their heads in it to eat the grass under the canopy. Broomweed
honey is one of the best sources of honey for winter storage. Honey made from
Bees work multiple tiny yellow flowers
broomweed is strong, dark, and slightly bitter.
Another fall favorite of bees is Asters. Asters were always a sign that fall is here and meant that we’d be
carving pumpkins soon and getting out our fall sweaters. You’ll find a variety of asters that provide purple or
blue daisy-like flowers late in the season; some that can be used as for borders or in rock gardens of your
landscaping. Asters are also a fall favorite of butterflies, and provides a late-season supply of nectar. Asters can
range in height from 8 inches to 8 feet. The shorter fall days help the aster
display beautiful buds that can bloom from August through October. Because
of the beautiful blooms, you’ll often see asters displayed with pumpkins and
hay bales, but don’t be deceived, asters are a perennial that can add some color
to your landscaping for future seasons. Even better, bees and butterflies also
love aster flowers. If planted in the fall, they can be a rare source of lateseason nectar, making them a crucial flower for pollinators. While bees love
these plants, so do the deer. I’ve found that this sometimes serves as a tasty
snack for the deer which has made it harder to keep long term. They do,
however, add a beautiful touch of color for my front porch. Because of the
late fall bloom, Asters are sometimes referred to as “Michaelmas daisies,”
which is the holiday that occurs annually on September 29!
Aster Blue

http://www.naturalmedicinalherbs.net/herbs/g/gutierrezia-sarothrae=broomweed.php
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Practical Experiences in the Bee Yard
by Stan Brantley

Beekeeping should be winding down in November as cooler days and nights become the
normal daily temperatures. Goldenrod and yellow flowers growing in the bar diches and
utility line right-of-ways seem to become a brighter yellow in the cooler weather. In my area,
a few spotty showers have fallen to provide needed additional moisture to keep the nectar of
the flowers available for the honey bees to collect and store. If Mother Nature does her normal
thing, it will not be long until the first frost will reduce the flowers to a dirty brown color and
next year’s seeds form and are scattered by the winter winds and rain.
With the arrival of cooler weather, we need to assist the honey bee colonies to prepare for the
Stanford Brantley
ArkLaTex winter. Hopefully, the Minnesota freeze of 2021 will not return this year and will
certainly not be missed by beekeepers. While the weather is warm enough to open hives, we need to determine the
condition that they are in. There should be several frames of pollen and capped honey and a considerable amount of
bee bread to tide the colony over until spring. In a double brood configuration, the top brood box should be pretty well
packed. Some frames of capped honey will be present in the bottom box. Capped brood may also be present but
limited to four or five frames or less. Depending on the prior week’s temperatures, there may even be eggs and larvae
present.
If you have not yet installed entrance reducers, go ahead and get them in place. They will remain in place until spring.
If you are not using screened bottom boards, be aware that the entrance reducer also reduces the hive’s ventilation and
can cause moisture to condense on the lid and drip back into the hive, causing mold growth. I have been successful in
providing top ventilation of solid bottom board hives by placing a short (2 inch) piece of popsicle stick, paint stirrer or
hardwood ruler on the lip of the inner cover. This does not allow the telescoping outer cover to seal the hive and
allows sufficient space for moisture laden air to escape but will not allow robber bees to gain entrance. If your hive
does not use an inner cover, place the spacer on the topbar and make sure the outer cover does not seal to the edge of
the hive body. To ventilate migratory covers, I use two eight penny nails, one on each side of the cover near the front
of the hive.
The opportunity to install mite treatments is about to end as the colony may be in cluster mode when it is time to pull
the treatment strips out. If you are treating with oxalic acid by either the dribble or fume method, the best results are
achieved when there is little to no brood in the hive. Recent information published in Bee Culture recommends only
one oxalic acid treatment per year to reduce the harsh treatment results to the bees.
The weight of the hive can be judged by lifting the rear of the hive with two fingers. Use your hive tool first to make
sure the hive is not stuck to the stand. Then place two fingers under the rear of the hive and lift. Hives easy to lift
should be fed sugar syrup to allow the bees to store about thirty pounds of food.
As the work in the beeyard winds down, it is time to work in the shop cleaning and repairing old and damaged hive
bodies and frames. Frames from dead-outs and dark combs can be cleaned and new foundation installed. If you don’t
do these jobs during November and December, you will find yourself short of equipment when the spring brings the
new bee season or when that unexpected early spring swarm arrives.
Another important November activity is to determine equipment needed for the coming spring and get orders placed
with suppliers. If you will need queens for the spring, contact your queen supplier of choice and make arrangements.
Do not wait until spring and expect to be able to find queens immediately available.
The Louisiana Beekeepers Convention will be in Baton Rouge the first weekend of December. Texas beekeepers are
encouraged to attend. Information is available at labeekeepers.org.
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Zero Mites ??!!
by Jimmie Oakley

As part of the Sustainable Beekeeping regiment, and most other literature, the testing for Varroa
mites is a forever and ongoing thing. As part of the protocol in our Scholarship Program the necessity
and training is important, and anyone following the program has been encouraged to do the same.
Recently I was engaged to oversee the testing of the hives Honey Bee Health Coalition: Every honey bee
belonging to Susan Kruger of Hutto in preperation for her colony in the continental United States and
fall Varroa mite treatment. She has been very studious and Canada either has Varroa mites today or will
vigilant in caring for and monitoring of her bees, and as have them within several months. Varroa mite
reported in the last newsletter, she has made piggyback infestation represents one of the greatest
nucs on top of all four of the hives. The mite testing now threats to honey bee health, honey production,
was following her regular August treatment after the July and pollination services. When honey bee
colonies are untreated or treated ineffectively
extracting of honey. All of this was per the time table set colonies can fail and beekeepers can incur major
out in her Apiary Management Workshop manual.
economic losses, and, ultimately, agricultural
Having done all the right things (extract, test, treat, split, food production may be impacted. In addition,
test) in a timely manner there was no great apprehension colonies with Varroa are a source of mites that
about what to expect inside the hives at this juncture in the can spread to other colonies, even in other
apiaries, through drifting, robbing, and
program, but we were amazed at what we did find.
.
Arriving at her beeyard northeast of Taylor on a Saturday absconding activity of bees.
morning, I was assured that she and her daughter, Abigail, All beekeepers should remain vigilant to detect
high Varroa mite levels and be prepared to take
would do all the work, I just needed to observe and help her timely action in order to reduce mite loads.
read the results (pretty much what happened).
Effective mite control will reduce colony losses
It was decided that since the piggyback nucs were
and avoid potential spread of infectious disease
freshly made up and only had half as many bees as the
among colonies.
parent colonies, the bottom two boxes would be tested
first where there was the most likelyhood of finding any problem.
As the top hive came off and the parent colony was subjected to
the perferred alcohol wash method of testing, the read came from
300 (1/2 cup) bees selected and previewed from the brood nest of
the hive. Previewing the frame before the sample is shook into a
large open “kitty litter” tub helps assure you don’t inadvertently
scoop up the queen in the sample.
The approved sample of the bees were dumped into the (70%)
alcohol liquid which separated the mites from the bees, both
being dispatched in the process. Swirling the sample causes the
mites to settle at the bottom of the test chamber where they can
be poured through a strainer for counting. This was done on all
four parent colonies with the intent of checking the piggyback
hives if found to be necessary.
Hive one, zero mites, great! Hive two, zero mites, twice as
great. Hive three, zero mites, hey what’s going on? We doing this
right? Hive number four…no mites. Unbelieveable!!
Susan and Abby remove piggyback nuc to
test parent colony for Varroa mites
If I had not been there, observing, supervising, checking, getting
invloved, I would have thought the ladies were doing something wrong. Nope, all procedures
followed correctly, all processes performed properly(even used 90% alcohol), all samples checked
and rechecked. Zero mites!

5

Following Process and Procedures

Pulling sample of bees from the parent hive

Selecting bees from brood frame where mites are most likely to be found

Susan uses the shake, rattle and roll to dislodge mites from the bees

Good bees, excellent equipment, attention to
proper nutrition, and timely testing and treatment
can prove to be very effective for control of
Abby looks to see if any mites are present in the final sample
Varroa mites on the bees in your beeyard.
We’ll do followup sampling to this mite count, and report the results in a future article, but until
then I guess Susan has a perfect score, ZERO!
JO
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The Sarahdipity (Serendipity) Swarm*
by Gary Bible

Most of our work was done. 300 nucs and 150 queens delivered to the WCABA club members.
The 2021 Queen and Nuc delivery process was a huge success.
And on April 27th, at 2:09 pm at the Bost Farm, there was a real post-nuc delivery “happening”.
Jimmie O and I had met there to deliver a few more queens and/or deliver another nuc or two. I was
getting ready to scoot out of there when, all of a sudden, Jimmie said “Well, lookie there!” I turned and
looked and there was a swarm-in-progress, close to the “nuc/queen distribution room” (y’all know
where that is).
We both jumped into action. I had the presence of mind to get my phone and start to video. The
swarm’s origin was one of Jimmie’s hives. It had migrated about 15 feet onto a limb of a nearby tree.
The limb was about 8 feet in the air. The swarm was about 2 basketballs in size. My mouth watered.
Been there, done that!
In the meantime, Jimmie has gone berserk with action. A
ladder, deep box, frames, bee suit, gloves, strap, smoker and,
last-but-not-least a frame of brood are fetched in about 60
seconds! I’d never seen him move so fast!
Step 1 – Plan how this will be done. Step 2 – Ladder under
the swarm. Step 3 – 3 frames in the box, place a frame of
brood in the middle of the box. Step 4 – Attach the “pull
strap” to the limb close to the swarm. Step 5 – Place the box
directly under the swarm on the ladder. Step 5 – Check and
recheck the box location. Step 6 – Yank on the strap for
about 15 seconds. Step 7 – Tell Bible to help get this heavy
box of bees to the ground! Step 8 – Place remaining frames
into the box and say a “hope-the-queen-is-there-prayer”
(fairly obvious she’s in there) Step 9 – Say “Hallelujah!”
Your bees swarming into a tree calls for action...Now!
Step 10 – Leave the box in-place to collect swarm stragglers.
At this point JO says “I’m embarrassed.” I ask “Why?” He says a good beekeeper should never let
his hive swarm. (Aside: Maybe being just a little too hard on yourself JO. You were, after all, there to
collect it).
I told Jimmie, “Let’s call this swarm Serendipity! No, there are a lot of gals in there, let’s call this
swarm ‘Sarahdipity!’” So, we did! I’m sure it’s alive, well and thriving somewhere at the Bost Farm.
Hopefully, my (very rookie-ish) video may eventually be uploaded to a club meeting sometime. What
a great adventure that was! If you EVER get the chance at a swarm….DO IT! It’s funner than eating
ice cream at a WCABA August meeting!
BTW, I hope your nucs and queens are working out well for you this year. I’ve found my nucs to be
very gentle and growing fast.
Happy beekeeping!
Gary Bible
Queen and Bee Procurement Coordinator (and Director at Large Board Member)
*Editor note: Gary and I kept waiting to make this narrative part of a video clip but it never happened. So ‘Serendipiously’
I’m using it now to recall a more exciting time of the year, when the nucs come in, and to remind us all that as we put our
bees to bed for the winter we have all this to look forward to next spring, Yea! Jimmie
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Just Bee

Yourself

by Melissa Henry*
If you have been around beekeeping for more than oh, I don’t know, three days, you have probably heard
someone say, “Ask ten different beekeepers the same question and you’ll get nine different answers”. Or
something to that effect. Well, I’m here to tell you that truer words were never spoken. After becoming a beek
two and a half years ago I am continually reminded of this truism. And initially and actually, until quite recently,
I felt very frustrated when I would hear this. I thought maybe that’s just code for “I don’t know what I’m doing
and I don’t want to steer you wrong”, or, “Ask someone else”, or just plain “I don’t have a clue”! In all honesty,
I’ve spoken this phrase many times in my short existence as a beekeeper with these other meanings intended.
But here in the last few months I’ve had an epiphany of
sorts. After the never to be forgotten Icemaggedon of 2021
I babied my hives like never before. I guess the fear of losing
something makes you realize how important it is to you, but I
digress. Anyway, I really began to notice differences among
my seven hives. They were all of similar size, population,
food stores, and protection before the storm but afterwards
was a different story. I completely lost one a couple of
months later. One thrived and just exploded in population like
never before. And the others recovered in varying degrees in
between these two. When I fed my girls I would find that
while some hives cleaned out the syrup quickly one or two
didn’t seem to want it at all. I started to become more and
Who can Forget??
more aware of how different I have to treat each hive. I even went back over my notes and
recognized even more differences. Then one night, you guessed it, when I couldn’t sleep for worrying about my
baby bees, it dawned on me what it means when we say, “Ask ten different beekeepers…..”! Each hive is an
organism that is different from the one sitting next to it, so there are going to be different ways to take care of each
one! AND, each beekeeper is a different person than the one standing next to him/her that is going to process
information differently and come up with varying ways to handle an issue.
For instance, bring up the subject of treating varroa mites. I dare you! You will find beeks (and books) that will
recommend treating every hive every year. You’ll find folks that will never treat a hive as long as they live.
You’ll find those that will use the powdered sugar method to check a hive for mites before treating and some that
will use the alcohol wash for checking. You may find strong reasons for why some use sugar instead of alcohol
and vice versa.
Let’s talk about hive bodies. Some swear by the traditional 10-frame Langstroth but, there are those that will
only use the 8-frame Langstroth. Well, why not just use a Long Langstroth then? Or a Top Bar Hive? They are
the best! Just joking, 8-frame Langstroth is the best! ;) There could even be nine definitive answers as to what
fuel to use in your smokers!
Bottom Line: Keep asking. Keep reading. Keep beekeeping.
Keep paying attention to your sweet bees (or angry bees, whatever the case may be). Try different methods that
fellow local beeks are advising you to use. Read as much as you can. There are some great books out there for all
different levels of interest and WCABA has a great library for you to borrow books to read (just remember to
return them!). Go to club meetings and strike up some conversations. Go to beekeeping classes and conferences.
Take notes when inspecting your hives and just pay attention to how things are going. You will then find that
there truly are nine different answers to that question, and that’s okay!
*Melissa Heney of Georgetown is serving her first year on the Board as a Director at Large.
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Membership Report: Shirley Doggett
Membership Report October 2021
New Members: (2021)
Helen Dorrance

Leander

gdkdogs @gmail.com

Renewing Members
Chris Lamb (2022)

Hutto

chris.lamb@sbcglobal.net

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
WILLIAMSON COUNTY AREA BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Dues: $20.00 per year - individual or $25.00 - family membership
New Member / Renewing Member
(circle one)
Date:______________________
Name:___________________________________________________Amount: $ ____________
Cash or Check #_________
Address:______________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip:_________________________________________________________________
Phone: (

)____________________ e-mail:_______________________________________
(please print)

To save postage cost may we send your Newsletter via e-mail? Yes[

] No[

]

Instructions: print , fill out, and bring to club meeting , or mail with check to Membership

Mrs. Shirley Doggett - 400 C. R. 440 - Thrall, TX 76578 - Ph.512/924-5051
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