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MEETING IN PERSON !!! 
During the COVID-19 outbreak, we have been unable to meet at the 
Georgetown Public Library because of the precautions taken be the City 
of Georgetown to stim the spread of the virus. Recently the Library has 
changed their meeting policy and the club is allowed to meet in person 
again. Therefore, we have scheduled a meeting on September 28th 
(fourth Tuesday) in addition to broadcasting virtually (we hope) via 
“Zoom” software.    Click Zoom meeting link below.    
   If you are planning to join from an iPhone or iPad, be sure to 
download this application first: https://apps.apple.com/us/app/zoom-
cloud-meetings/id546505307 
   We look forward to seeing you there Tuesday night @ 7PM! 
GT Library - Hewlett Rm– 402 W 8th Street Georgetown 78626 
Topic: WCABA Member Meeting 
Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime 
Join Zoom Meeting	
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82475068933?pwd=aHRiRjc3bS9kYXJGS2g5THVpOEx2UT09	

Meeting ID: 824 7506 8933
Passcode: 909659 
PROGRAM :  
Speaker: Brandon Fehrenkamp 
Title: What is Going on In the
Beekeeper’s Year, and What to do 
When Things Go Wrong. 

Brandon  
(hopefully without the bees) will 
share what is happening in the hive 
at this time of the year, beekeeping 
safety and what to do when things 
go wrong.   As always, any 
beekeeping questions are 
welcomed so bring those too! 
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HISTORIAN: Matt Ludlum 
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LIBRARIAN: Chris Huck 
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SCHOLARSHIP CHAIR: 
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QUEEN CHAIR: 
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DIRECTOR AT LARGE: 
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DIRECTOR AT LARGE: 
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Brandon Fehrenckamp 
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Speaker Bio’s 
Bio: Brandon Fehrenkamp 
			Since	catching	his	first	colony	as	a	swarm	nearly	two	decades	ago,	Brandon	has	been	
enthralled	with	honeybees.		This	fascination	soon	grew	to	encompass	conducting	live	
honeybee	removals,	which	he	has	done	for	a	living	for	about	15	years.		By	removing	bees	out	of	
everything	from	trees,	houses,	water	meter	boxes	to	electrical	structures	70ft	in	the	air,	it's	
given	him	special	insight	into	how	the	superorganism	honeybee	colony	functions	when	left	to	
their	own	devices	in	a	home	of	their	own	choosing.		A	big	proponent	of	natural	and	
foundationless	beekeeping,	Brandon	keeps	mostly	feral	colonies	in	both	top	bar	hives	and	
foundationless	Langstroth	hives.	It's	his	belief	that	the	answer	to	many	of	the	problems	
currently	facing	the	honeybee	can	be	solved	by	locally	adapted	"wild"	genetics.		He	also	enjoys	
tinkering	and	building	things	for	bees	in	his	shop	just	outside	of	Austin,	Texas.			
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

2021 Texas Beekeepers Annual Convention 
   Join us on November 6th & 7th at Moody Gardens for a fun-filled weekend of educational 
speakers, beekeeping vendors, the Texas Honey Show, and beekeepers networking. Bring the 
entire family for a buzz worthy weekend adventure. Pre-registered hotel guests will have the 
opportunity to purchase discounted weekend passes to Moody Gardens with unlimited access 
to all attractions!  

Tickets: $125 / Members -  $160 / Non-Members -  $50 / 17 and under 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2021 Local Beekeeping Club Centerpiece Contest @ TBA Convention 
WCABA and each local beekeeping club has been asked to provide a table centerpiece 

for the Annual Awards Banquet on Saturday night. 
From artistic creations to bountiful baskets filled with your club member’s favorite hive 
products, your local club talent’s will shine as the centerpieces of our evening banquet. All 
entries will be judged and auctioned benefiting our THBEA educational fund. Will your local 
club take home the winner’s plaque this year? Will your club’s entry win the highest bid at the 
auction? Register today and show us your club’s talents while supporting a great cause! 
Rules for Entry: 
• The club’s total out of pocket expenses will be $25-$50, all other items to be donated.
• Entry height and width not to exceed 18-20”.
• The theme is anything regarding bees, but each entry should be a reflection of your regional
club (references to famous landmarks, area delicacies, local favorite items). You can proudly
display your club’s name on your entry.
• Entry must be brought to the annual convention by a club member or representative.
• Entries must be submitted at the registration table no later than 12:00 noon on Saturday Nov. 6th

Contact Shirley Doggett @ membership@wcaba.org for more information. 

2



Texas Plants for You and Your Bees
by: Shannon Montez 

   As we start to get into the cooler weather (well 
for Texas that is) at the end of summer, we start to 
see some of the favorite bee friendly plants that 
seem to self-seed without any of our intervention. 
White Crownbeard is one that doesn’t require 
much water and I keep finding some of the 
seedlings all throughout my yard now that they 
have found a spot in my landscaping.  I often try 
to get some fresh air during my lunch and on my 
walks, see numerous Texas wildflowers that seem to thrive despite all the 
development.  White Crownbeard can be seen growing in ditches, sides of hills and 
anyplace that it gets a little sun.  While it seems to like more shade than direct sun, 
the lack of rain doesn’t seem to matter.  If we go for too long without rain, it does 
get a little tired but always comes back.  It gets about 4 ft tall and has now started 
blooming.  You’ll find several bees around each plant as they seem to really enjoy 
this plant.  Although it’s not a plant that I spent any money on, it’s one that seems to 
have found its way into my landscaping and if you like the English type of garden, 
then having these to provide some height to your landscaping will add the right 
touch.  Even better, the deer don’t have anything to do with this plant. 

   Gopher plant is a succulent that once you have one, plan on having more.  This 
plant will flower in the springtime and after it’s flowered, you’ll find new growth 
popping up in your yard, ditch or anyplace that it feels like growing.  My neighbor 
was kind enough to give me a few of these and although I planted it in a very nice 
space, it has its own plans for growth.  Gopher plants may grow to about 2 ft high 
but has a spread of about 3 to 4 ft.  I ignore this plant and so do the deer.  When it 

does flower in the springtime, the bees just love 
this plant.   It seems to grow in any type of soil 
as I find it among the grass, in the rock ditch or 
wherever the seed landed.  It’s a great plant for 
the front area of your landscaping and can be 
used to fill in areas that you want to crowd out 
weeds in your landscaping.  When gopher plant 
flowers, you’ll find bees all over the plant as 
they just love this plant. 

Gopher Plant 

White Crownbeard 
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Research Pearls 
Compiled by Phil Ainslie 

Variety: Spice of life for bumblebees
   The yield and quality of many crops benefit from pollination, but it isn't just 
honeybees that do this work: bumblebees also have a role. However, placing 
honeybee or bumblebee colonies next to the field does not guarantee that they will 
visit the desired plants since there may be other plant species flowering at the same 
time that prove more attractive. Furthermore, they show that bumblebees take much 
more pollen from different plant species than honeybees to satisfy their protein 
needs.   Therefore, honeybees and bumblebees, whose colonies can be purchased 
or rented, are suitable pollinators in strawberry cultivation. However, naturally 
occurring wild bees should be encouraged as a priority," concludes Professor Catrin Westphal, Head of 
Functional Agrobiodiversity at the University of Göttingen.  
Story Source:  University of Göttingen. Molecular Ecology, 2020; 29 (24): 5003 DOI: 10.1111/mec.15675 

Sparkly Vests for Bees 
   When heading out to jog at night, runners often suit up in reflective gear. The better to spot them, my dear! 
Scientists have now done the same with bees, crafting them highly reflective mini vests, so they reflect the 
sun's light while on the wing. They attached the retroreflective tags to seven species of bees, including 
honeybees and leafcutter bees, plus commercially bred bumblebees. The vests have a slight ridge, so they 
reflect light even from the side. When the light hits the reflective material, it bounces back to the source. The 
scientists set up the tracking system using off-the-shelf components, including a few flash units and a camera, 
which records the bees as tiny bright spots up to 40 meters away.  
   "Being able to track bees from easy-to-find foraging sites back to the hard-to-find nest gives us the 
chance to find more nests," said Richard Comont, science manager of The Bumblebee Conservation Trust. 
In addition, scientists hope this new tracking method will enable them to understand our threatened bees' 
ecology better.  
To learn more, check out the article by FreeThink or the article by the British Ecological Society.  

Insomniac Bees 
Sleep-deprived honeybees exposed to neonicotinoids can't make it back to the hive 
   Honeybees, much like humans, need their sleep. Active during the day and quiet at night, they often enjoy 
nine hours of nightly rest. Also, like humans, bees go through sleep homeostasis. Simply put, when they don't 
get enough sleep one night, they make it up the next. Their sleep cycle is a delicate survival dance that they 
depend on to be successful navigators, reproducers, and foragers. Bees, for example, use their biological clock 
to be present in front of a flower at the very moment that it opens on a particular day.  
Douglas McMahon is a professor of biological sciences at Vanderbilt University. Along with postdoctoral 
scholar Michael Tackenberg, he began studying honeybees and pesticides a few years ago to answer a simple 
question: Why do some honeybees seem to be getting lost on their way back to the hive? Their recent paper 
published in Scientific Reports found that the common class of pesticides called neonicotinoids built up in the 
bees' brains and disrupted their circadian rhythms.  
   "In the presence of the pesticides, their sleep was cut in half," says McMahon. After just three days of low-
level exposure, they became relative insomniacs, staying up late into the night.  
   Bees depend on local visual cues to find their way back when they're foraging close to the hive, but once they 
get farther away, they rely on their circadian clock in relation to where the sun is in the sky to navigate back, like 
a compass. They know the direction back based on their angle to the sun. But neonicotinoid pesticides can disturb 
this fragile process.  Story Source:  THE MAGAZINE OF THE SIERRA CLUB, DEC. 18, 2020 

Phil Ainslie - Secretary

4



Practical Experiences in the Bee Yard 
by Stan Brantley

   The last wildflower and Goldenrod bloom will provide a natural pollen 
source for bees to store from October until the first frost kills all the 
vegetation.  A check of your brood chambers may reveal three center 
frames packed solid with pollen.  This indicates the bees are doing their 
best to provide food for any new brood that develops in the late fall. This 
surplus of pollen also indicates the hive will be ready to provide 
abundant food resources for the buildup next spring. 
   If you keep bees in a single brood chamber hive, you will need to 
monitor conditions closely to be sure there is space for the queen to 
continue laying eggs as long as the weather stays warm.  To assist a 
single brood hive in having room for eggs, consider placing a super on the hive to provide a space to 
store any nectar that is collected.  This would be a winter food supply for the hive and leave room 
for brood in the bottom box. 
   If you run double brood chambers, the bottom chamber should contain sufficient space for the 
queen to continue to lay as long as temperatures permit.  She should have frames containing a good, 
capped brood pattern and frames of pollen stored next to the frames of brood.  The two outside 
frames will probably be filled with capped honey. There may be as many as four frames of capped 
honey on each side of the hive.  These frames do double duty.  They help insulate the brood 
chambers while providing a ready supply of food during the early fall weather before the bee’s 
cluster tightly and begin to move into the upper chambers to survive the last part of the winter. 
   The top brood chambers should contain frames of capped honey and may also have solid frames of 
pollen.  Since the queen will begin to lay eggs under the cluster come spring, it is necessary for 
pollen to be readily available to feed the young larvae that will begin to emerge. 
   If your inspections show there is little or no stores of nectar in the hive, begin feeding a 2:1 sugar   
water mixture.  The thicker syrup will not require the bees to evaporate so much moisture compared 
to a lighter 1:1 mixture.  In our area, a double brood hive with the frames in the top brood chamber 
packed with stores should not need feeding during the winter months.  As temperatures begin to 
warm in the January through March time frame, feeding a dry pollen substitute and a light 1:1 sugar 
water mixture should stimulate the queen to begin increased egg production in preparation for the 
new bee year. 
   Are the corners of your hive becoming damaged because you always stick the hive tool in the 
corner to separate boxes?  This sometimes results in a small gap that will encourage the bees to eat 
the wood out in the corner and create their own entrance.  Try inserting the hive tool further down 
the side to prevent damage to the corners. 
   Insert your hive tool into the entrance and feel for a bee produced “propolis door” that is being 
added to the bottom corner of the frames.  If you feel a build-up of propolis, the bees are telling you 
they are concerned about the size of the entrance.  Insert an entrance reducer on the hive. 
   Combine a weak hive with a stronger hive.  Weak hives with poor brood patterns are much less 
likely to survive winter. You can split a much stronger hive next spring as a result. 
Varroa Mites:  The University of Florida has a pdf file on their website with good information about 
varroa mites.  The pdf includes a “Resources” section at the end with links to several documents and 
videos: 
https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/media/sfylifasufledu/osceola/documents/agriculture/varroa-mite-control.pdf 

Stanford Brantley 
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State Fair of Texas Opens in Dallas 

YOUR HONEY is NEEDED 
   The State Fair of Texas officially opened on Friday September 24 and will run through 
Sunday October 17 of 2021. It not too late…to send some of your honey to represent you 
and the Central Texas area in the Texas Beekeepers Association Honey Booth during the 3-
week run of the Fair. 
  John and Skip Talbert will be managing the State Fair Honey booth this year, and their 
desire is to show off as many different labeled honeys as they can get. 
   As a rule, in our club, we usually have between 20-25 baby food jars of honey entered in 
our Taster’s Choice Contest each year, but it appears the club will not be having that 
computation this year, so instead I’m asking instead for your honey to be donated to the 
State fair booth. Just fill a 1# jar (or more) for the State Fair. 
    I will have 1# containers at the next beekeepers meeting in September for those who don’t 
have one available.  Honey needs to go to Dallas by the end of September, so there is a sense 
of urgency in this request. Bring your honey and/or your jar to the meeting or contact me 
personally to arrange a pickup.  Thx. Jimmie Oakley -  512/507-3009  

September is National Honey Month 
Did You Know?: National Honey Month, initiated  by 
the National Honey Board in 1989, marks an 
important time for honey producers and beekeepers 
across the nation. In the United States, honey 
collection season typically concludes in September as 
bees begin to secure their hives and prepare for winter. 

The TBA Honey Booth at the Texas State Fair 
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Queen for Fall Requeening and/or Splits 
>> Act Quickly on this Opportunity While Supplies Last <<

Hello	All, 
I	am	Jonn,	the	head	beekeeper	at	Walker	Honey	just	east	of	Temple.	We	have	some	
caged	and	mated	queens	for	sale.	We	ordered	just	a	few	too	many	and	wanted	to	offer	
them	to	our	local	beekeepers	before	anyone	else.	They	are	Carniolan	and	Italian	stock.	
We	can	let	them	go	at	$30	each	with	cage	candy	and	attendants.	We	can	meet	here	on	
Saturdays	or	Sundays	or	on	weekdays	during	normal	business	hours.	It	is	a	
limited	supply	and	we	will	sell	them	until	they	are	gone.	Please	contact	me	if	you	have	
any	questions.	
Regards,	
Jonn Walker  - 254.721.3049 (cell)
Overlord of Beekeeping Operations	
Regional Deliveries 	
Walker Honey Farm LLC
8060 E US HWY 190 - Rogers, TX  76569		-		
254.983.BEES	
Jonathan@WalkerHoneyFarm.com	
WalkerHoneyFarm.com	
DancingBeeWinery.com	

_______________________________ 

Editor Note: Often I get submissions from 
various sources, and you ask yourself, “where 
or when will I use that”? Well, here is the when 
and where… and the why. 
Jane M Bost is the daughter-in-law of Mary 
Bost, the former Newsletter Editor, and the late 
matriarch of beekeeping in Williamson 
County. The Bost Farm is the pickup point for 
all club bee orders, got it?  
Jane is a wife, mother, retired educator in the 
University of Texas System, and an artist. 
Who knew? Not me. I guess being married to 
a beekeeper’s son and eating all that Bost 
Honey has had its effect on her. You see the results.   
As editor I like to encourage our members as new writers to try their skills here in the 
Newsletter. But this time it’s a new (at least to me) artist.   Welcome Jane and thank you for 
your first watercolor submission.  JO  

Beekaboo Bee - watercolor by Jane M Bost - 2021
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First Year Beekeeper Makes Splits 
by: Susan Kruger 

It’s that time of the year, time to increase* your hives.  I was ready to make my splits

(*Increase the number of beehives…to absorb seasonal losses – Wisdom of the Bee Tree).  
   I attended Randy Oakley’s first year beekeeper class (Oakley Family Apiaries Management Training) 
in the Spring and felt prepared to follow the directions in my book (Texas Beekeeping Simplified) from 
the class. I had read them over and over again in preparation for 
this day.  As I have learned already in my short time as a 
beekeeper, EVERYTHING is up to interpretation. The longer I 
thought about making the splits, and the more times I read the 
directions, the more questions I had. As luck would have it my 
fantastic mentor, Jimmie, texted offering his assistance for the 
very day I needed to begin the process.  So that Saturday I set out 
to my very first piggyback split. 

   The plan was simple... 
Step 1: Recruit a strong assistant. My daughter Abigail was ready to assist with the heavy lifting.   
Step 2: Gather all needed materials for the next few days in preparation for adding the new queens.   
Step 3: Light the smoker, apply protective gear, and get started. 
Step 4: Start preparing the new hive by finding 3 good frames of brood and 2 frames of honey/pollen 
to each side of the brood frames. Lastly, add the frame feeder on the outside, and fill with 1 x 1 syrup. 

Most importantly, make sure you don’t accidentally move the existing queen into the new hive or 
drop her on the ground during the splitting process.  Not that it happened, but it could. (wink, wink, 
but you can just ask Jimmie).  
Step 5: Install the queen excluder on top of the parent hive, add the split box facing the opposite 
direction of the parent hive and return the lid.     Step 6: Smile and thank your support team! 

Abby and Susan team up to do the work

Susan pulling nice frame of brood for the nuc Adding more frames of brood, pollen & honey Finally filling feeder with sugar syrup 
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   All of this work was done on Saturday, September 4th.   
On Monday, Jimmie delivered the 4 queens I ordered in small 
wooden cages. I removed the excluders and added lids in 
between the parent hive and piggyback, and then inserted the 
caged queen into my hives, candy side up. 

   The next few days were the 
hardest.  I had to wait until the 
weekend to see if the queens 
were released from their 
boxes and then another whole 
week to see if the queens were 
thriving in their new homes.   
   Last Sunday, September 
19th, Tim and I found tiny 
eggs in all hives!!! All of the 
parent colonies and piggyback 
nucs had a quality brood nest. 

Thanks to Jimmie, Abby, Tim, and my First 
Year Beekeeping training, I have doubled my 
hives, and they appear to be thriving so far.   
Now on to the next challenge.  

Editor Note: When Susan isn’t working her bees, she is teaching school in Hutto ISD or helping her 
husband Tim on the ranch north of Thrall. They live just south of Jonah and have 2 grown daughters. 

Team Kruger: All smiles with the success of 
making four piggyback splitsQueen cage in, candy side up !! 

Care is taken to assure all is right before each nuc is closed up

All hives worked, all queens installed, last brick in place. All Done!
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My Experience…  by Sterling Kinghorn
   My name is Sterling Kinghorn, and this is about my experience 
with the WCABA Scholarship program. 
   Originally, Jimmie allowed me to work alongside the 2019-2020 
recipients. I purchased my supplies and followed their schedule. 
During the scholarship program this season as a recipient (2020-
2021), I realized how little I really knew, especially since each 
year can be different and you have to adjust to what your hive 
might need. 
   One of my favorite things in the scholarship program was 
Jimmie and Randy’s patience. Having them as mentors has taught 
me many lessons. They taught and helped everyone kindly, no 
matter the situation, preparing us to be proper, independent 
beekeepers. Another thing I enjoyed was the honey harvest. The 
satisfaction of a great harvest is 
a fun reward in the summer for 
all the work in the spring. One 
of my favorite moments was my 
first-time straining honey with 
the other recipients because I 
was having fun with friends and 
mentors. 
   I have learned that you might 
lose a lot, but you'll get 
something back. If that means 
spending $35 on a bee, so be 
it—you may have a stronger 
hive. The two most important 
mantras I learned and will continue to use are 
“My bees are going to die” and “It all 
depends.” I would definitely recommend the 
scholarship program to friends and anyone 
who wants to learn more about beekeeping. 
Now that I have learned so much in the 
scholarship program, my goal is to try my 
best to expand my apiary and sell honey 
wherever I can. I’m grateful for the chance to 
become a better beekeeper and a more patient 
person. Thank you to all who support the 
WCABA scholarship program. 

Sterling and his mom Julie check hive 
for first time at Heritage Garden 

Sterling straining honey at Bost Honey House Sterling and Aydon prepare to bottle honey 

Great First Crop: Heather & Garrett Rogers, Tiffany & Aydon 
Guevara, Misty & Emily Griffis, and Julie & Sterling Kinghorn. 
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Progress Throughout the Year… 

First installing the five frame nuc at the Bost Farm: Garrett, Sterling, Aydon & Emily

Checking hive shows a 
nice frame of brood A vertical split results in a nice piggyback 

nuc above the double screened divider 

Preparing to winter parent and 
piggyback  hive with dry sugar cap

Hard winter freeze follows...Brrr!, 
but bees didn’t die…Yea!

Sterling & Julie successfully set apart piggyback nuc...1+1=2 

Sterling and Julie pictured with parent and piggyback colony at 
full strength as scholarship program comes to completion 

2020-21 WCABA Scholarship Program Graduation:  
Julie & Sterling Kinghorn, Christian & Garrett Rogers, Randy & Jimmie Oakley 

(mentors) Misty & Emily Griffis, and Aydon Guevara.   Congratulations!! 

11



What I learned….      by Garrett Rogers 

First, I would like to thank you for the scholarship opportunity. I would like to
specifically thank Mr. Jimmie Oakley and Mr. Randy Oakley for being our 
mentors.  

Three things that I have learn during my beekeeping
program are how to effectively manage a hive throughout a 
year, how to efficiently check my bees and how to split a 
hive.  
 I was able to sustain my hive throughout the Spring, 
Summer, Fall and Winter months. We learned how to feed 
my bees in the fall to prepare them for winter.  This 
past winter was especially harsh, and many 
people’s bees did 

not make it, but all of 
ours did.  

In the Spring, we were able to do a big
honey harvest. I learned how to take the 
bee boxes apart, how to tell the 
difference between queen and drone 
cells, and how to treat for mites. 

Lastly, I learned how to prepare my hive
for splitting. Unfortunately, after we split 
my hive, we lost the piggyback hive.   

Mentor comment: Garrett’s experience in the Scholarship Program was truly a family affair. It was great to see. JO 

Garrett Rogers - 2020 

Garrett, Randy & 
Jimmie Oakley 

Garrett and his dad Michael 
inspect hive at Heritage Garden Garrett uncapping honey at 

Bost Honey House 

Scholarship Class of 2020: Emily Griffis & mom Misty, 
Sterling Kinghorn & mom Julie, Aydon Guevara & mom 

Tiffany, and Garrett Rogers & mom Heather 

Garrett gets a helpful assist from Christian 

<<<  Garrett's older brother Christian 
helps with hive inspection at Bost Farm 
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Membership Report: Shirley Doggett 
Membership Report September 2021 

New Members:  (2021) 

Roger Allen.          Salado rogerwv2tx@gmail.com
Theresa Lee.          Rockdale A11r8lee@gmail.com 

Renewing	Members	

MMEEMMBBEERRSSHHIIPP  AAPPPPLLIICCAATTIIOONN

WILLIAMSON COUNTY AREA BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION 

  Dues: $20.00 per year - individual or $25.00 - family membership 

New Member / Renewing Member 

(circle one)      Date:______________________ 

Name:___________________________________________________Amount: $ ____________ 

   Cash or Check #_________ 

Address:______________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip:_________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: (         )____________________ e-mail:_______________________________________ 

(please print) 

To save postage cost may we send your Newsletter via e-mail?  Yes[      ]   No[      ] 

Instructions: print , fill out, and bring to club meeting , or mail with check to Membership 

 Mrs. Shirley Doggett - 400 C. R. 440 - Thrall, TX 76578  - Ph.512/924-5051 
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July 15, 2021, WCABA Executive Board Minutes 
Attending:  Shannon Montez, Gary Bible, Matt Ludlum, Chris Huck, Linda Russell, Shirley Doggett, 
Jimmie Oakley, Phil Ainslie.   The following were excused: Barbie Rose, Ginny Stubblefield, 
Melissa Henry. 

• The minutes from the May meeting were motioned and accepted for approval.
• Shirley Doggett report.

o WCABA now has 202 paid members.  Two new members signed up in mid-July.
o Shirley received a price quote for name tags.  The tags with the WCABA logo will cost

$231 for 1000 tags.  This quantity should last us about a year.  A motion and sound for
the purchase was approved and accepted. Motion passed without opposition.

o The bottleneck at registration:  We will have to observe and work on a solution if this
occurs.

• Shannon Montez reported that the current plan is to resume meetings at the Georgetown
Library in August.

o Jimmie will go to the library before the meeting to get the key.
o We may have to monitor the door or block it open. Jimmie will discuss this with the

library staff to work out the logistics.
o Jimmie will be there early to have a walk-through with the library staff regarding

equipment and rooms.
• Snacks will not be provided for the 2021 meetings. However, it was proposed to resume

snacks starting with the 2022 meetings.
• WCABA will continue the raffle for the live 2021 meetings.
• Linda Russell will provide alcohol antiseptic.
• Masks will be determined by what the library rules are at the time of the meeting.
• Program report by Linda Russell:

o July Zoom meeting will have a presentation by Natalie Biggie.  Her topic will be
horizontal hives and natural beekeeping.

o August live meeting:
§ Proposed break-out meeting on tax exemption.
§ The main speaker will be Lance Wilson.

• Extraction workshop report by Jimmie Oakley:
o Six enthusiastic attendees. Gillian Mattison helped Jimmie with the workshop.

• Equipment:
o Jimmie Oakley reported that the new electric centrifuge is working well.  Experienced

members can only use the electric centrifuge.  New beekeepers will use the hand crank
before using the electric centrifuge.  Experience is needed to reduce bounce from
unbalanced frames.

o Jimmie Oakley will get an estimate on extra equipment.
• Mentor report by Phil Ainslie

o No new members
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o Phil reports he does not always get a response from a mentor making contact.  It was
proposed that Phil send an email out to all mentors to ensure they receive the mentor
request email.

• Honey Queen report:
o Ginny Stubblefield is resigning as Honey Queen Chair.
o Jimmie said that Allison French might be interested.  She has experience as a Honey

Queen in 2010.
o Allison did a presentation at “BIG.”  The presentation had positive reviews.

• Member presentations:
o Phil Ainslie is presenting the “Good, the Bad, and the Ugly” of beekeeping for the

“Austin Master Naturalists.”
o Jimmie will be helping with the Georgetown Farmers Market and Kate Quigley (county

extension agent) on a gardening workshop.
• Garden tour report:

o About 15-20 people attended the Garden tour conducted by Rachael Glass at her home.
The tour was well received.   Rachael did a superb job of presenting the many bee-
friendly plants.  We hope she will do it again next year.

• Newsletter:
o Phil reported submitting two: one on research pearls and the second on robbing.
o Jimmie report that another member (Rev. Paul Crown) submitted two articles for the

newsletter.
o Shannon Montez submitted an article on Texas Bee Friendly plants.
o Linda Russell submitted an article on Hive Rustlers.
o Jimmie gave a thumbs up to Julie Kinghorn for proofreading the newsletter.

• Honorarium:
o It was proposed and seconded to increase our honorarium to $100. Motion passed

without opposition.

Phil Ainslie – Secretary 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

CLASSIFIED 

Name: Micah Semmelmann 
Email: micah.semmelmann@dell.com 
Subject: Property available for Bee Keeping 
Message: I have 5 acres off of Sam Bass/1431 
that I would like to have someone keep bees on. 

15


	WCABA Newsletter 09 September 2021 cover.pdf
	Shannon - Texas Plants for You and Your Bees
	Phil's Pearls, Sept-21
	Stanford Brantlry-Practical Experiences in the Bee Yard
	State Fair of Texas Opens in Dallas
	Queen for Fall Requeening and Splits
	Susan Kruger Piggyback Hives
	Sterling Kinghorn Scholarship Experience
	Garrett Rogers Scholarship Report
	Membership Report September 2021
	July 2021 minutes



