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   The WCABA has been meeting (post pandemic) in person at the Georgetown 
Public Library for over six months now, but as a result of what we learned about 
“virtual meetings” we now understand what a value they can be.  Therefore, we 
will probably continue to schedule a Zoom meeting in conjunction with our 
regular meeting. We would certainly enjoy your presence at the next meeting on 
May 24th (fourth Tuesday), but if you can’t, then tune in to the broadcast 
virtually via “Zoom” software.      Click Zoom meeting link below. 
   If you are planning to join from an iPhone or iPad, be sure to download this 
application first: https://apps.apple.com/us/app/zoom-cloud-
meetings/id546505307 
   We look forward to seeing you there Tuesday night @ 7PM! 
GT Library - Hewlett Rm– 402 W 8th Street Georgetown 78626 

Topic: WCABA Member Meeting 
Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime 
Join Zoom Meeting	
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82475068933?pwd=aHRiRjc3bS9kYXJGS2g5THVpOEx2UT09	

Meeting ID: 824 7506 8933
Passcode: 909659  

PROGRAM Speaker:  
Tara Chapman – Beekeeping 201 
“The Chemical Messages of 

      Honey Bee Pheromones” 
Think you know about the pheromones of a 
hive? Think again! Most are familiar with the 
danger pheromone and the queen pheromone, 
but there’s a whole other world of pheromones 
directing the activity of a honey bee colony. We 
will learn about these pheromones and hear 
more about pheromones that still puzzle 
scientists. This is a topic for those excited about 
geeking out over the inner workings of a honey 
bee colony!  

Phil Ainslie – Beekeeping 101 
“Combining hives and making splits” 
   Phil will be covering combining (weaker) hives, and splitting (stronger) 
hives. Also, discussion of what beekeepers should do in the month of June, 
w/Q & A.   

2022 Club Officers: 
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VICE PRESIDENT:  
Gillian Mattinson 
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SECRETARY: Phil Ainslie 
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TREASURER: Barbi Rose 
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HISTORIAN: Matt Ludlum 
historian@wcaba.org 
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LIBRARIAN: Chris Huck 
librarian@wcaba.org 

SCHOLARSHIP CHAIR: 
Jimmie Oakley 

scholarship@wcaba.org 

QUEEN CHAIR: 
(vacent ) 

WEB ADMINISTRATOR: 
Rachel Glass 

webmaster@wcaba.org 

DIRECTOR AT LARGE: 
Melissa Henry 
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Tera Chapman Bio 
   Texas native Tara Chapman’s first job after 
college was with the Central Intelligence 
Agency.  She filled up her passport with stamps 
from many countries in the Middle East.   

   After taking a beekeeping class with a friend, 
Tara quit her government job of 10 years and 
started working as a beekeeper.  Eventually Tara 
started her own company, Two Hives Honey where 
Tara’s mission is to educate the community, 
support other local businesses and sell GREAT 
honey!  Two Hives Honey offer beekeeping 
classes, bee hive tours and honey tastings.   

twohiveshoney.com 

WCABA HONEY QUEEN SEARCH 
   The Williamson County Area Beekeepers Association (WCABA) is seeking a qualified 
young lady as candidate to serve as WCABA Honey Queen to represent our club in events 
locally and in state level functions.  
   She would be qualified on age based on state and national level competition criteria. 
   Some experience with bees or a general knowledge of insects (entomology) may prove 
helpful, but desire, attitude, and a willingness to be involved and learn is more important. 
   If you are that person, or know of someone who might be, please contact WCABA through 
our website, wcaba.org - contact us.  You will get a reply. 
   What do Honey Queens do (as opposed to Queen Bees)? 
   The local, state, or national Honey Queen (or Princess) acts as a representative or 
spokesperson for Beekeeping and/or the Honey Bee Industry. Knowledge of bees or of hive 
products can be learned to make you a better, more effective spokesperson, but again, a good 
attitude and willing to learn assures you will be a great representative. 
   Local Honey Queens speak at schools educating young people about bees and their 
importance to industry, agriculture, and the food supply. She may represent the club at local 
fairs and festivals and even parades. The use of honey in cooking demonstrations is a natural 
extension of that teaching mission.  
   The rewards to the Honey Queen is broadening her experiences, learning or improving 
public speaking skills, travel, and scholarships. 
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Assessing My Nucs …
a note from your President 

   Now that many of our new beekeepers have had the Nuc in their beeyard for a 
few weeks, it’s a great time to reflect on the Nucs that our club received this year.  
Every year, we have a few mishaps with the Nucs and take note of things that we 
need to change for the next year. While last year we had issues with the Nucs 
overheating and some meeting an untimely death, this years Nucs seem to be 
great quality and without any issues. While we did have a few Nucs where 
the queen seems to be missing, the majority of the Nucs are healthy and 
thriving.  I purchased two Nucs and I have to say that they are very strong 
and doing exactly what I want them to do.  If you have not been feeding your 
Nuc with sugar syrup and wondering why the hive is not that strong, you 
should start feeding your Nuc.  I’ve continued to feed all my hives and this 
supplement has paid off.  One of the new Nucs has already filled up a super 
with honey and I placed another super today.  This hive is very healthy and 
at the rate that they are working, I should be able to extract enough honey to 
keep my friends and family supplied with honey for a while. 
   If you are new to the whole process, be patient.  When you are checking 
your hive, you’re probably not going to have much luck in finding the 
queen. When I started keeping bees, it took me forever to check my hives.  I would pull each frame out 

and search for the queen.  This was a little frustrating as I have never 
been very good about finding the queen.  Now I just look for signs of 
the queen.  While I have yet to find the queens for the new Nucs, I 
have seen plenty of evidence that the queen is in the hive.  When I 
check the hive, I pull a few frames out to see if there is evidence of 
brood and larvae.  If I see both, then that’s a great indication my queen 
is alive and doing what I need her to do.  If you’re wondering how 
often to check your hive, the opinions vary.  Most recommend 

checking every 7-10 days.  Too much time and if something goes 
wrong, it may be too late.  Too often and the bees may get annoyed 
and decide to go someplace where they’ll be left alone.   

   My one piece of advice is to be patient. If you’re uncertain about what you’re looking at, take pictures 
and we can help answer questions at our next meeting.  We have so many knowledgeable beekeepers 
who attend our meetings and they are a wealth of knowledge.  SM 

SPECIAL NOTE to NUC PURCHESERS 
Because of the persistent issues the Procurement Program has had with maintaining queens 
in the nucs purchased this year there has been an emergency procurement of a half dozen 
Weaver (marked & clipped) queens to give further relief to those still having difficulty. 
If you feel like you are among those it that group, please be at the meeting on Tuesday night 
to present your case to one of the Board members to see if your needs might be met. 
These queens are not for making splits but to provide help for existing nucs in distress. SM 

One of the new Nucs.  In the evening, 
the hive is a little hot and the bees are 

cooling off outside of the hive. 

One of the new Nucs in the day time.  Both 
Nucs seem to get really hot and hang outside 

of the hive in the evening to stay cool 

Shannon Montez - President 
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On the Soapbox About Bees 
From HoneyBeeSuite.com. submitted by Phil Anislie 

   Okay, new beekeepers, I’ve never seen a soapbox either. Long ago, soap was shipped to retailers 
in sturdy wooden crates which were sometimes repurposed as small stages. The boxes could elevate 
an impromptu speaker above the crowd so he (usually he) could be heard by everyone. Because it 
was a favorite tactic of snake oil salesmen, anything proclaimed from a soapbox was considered 
bull. 
   But did that ever stop me? Heck no. Every year around this time, I like to espouse my own brand 
of beekeeping as if I were standing on such a box. Here’s this year’s version of beekeeping advice. 

Forget the cookbook method 
   You cannot raise bees using a recipe. Recipes gloss over the finer points and don’t teach you 
anything. Last week’s question about a virgin queen’s pull date is a good example. The cookbook 
answer one beekeeper received was “eight days.” The real answer is much more nuanced and 
subtle. 
   Whenever you get a short answer that fits in one sentence, you should be suspicious. A honey bee 
colony is one of the most complex organisms you’ll ever meet. It doesn’t do things that fit in one 
sentence. Everything a colony does is dependent on genetics and its current situation. That’s why “it 
depends” is a famous but accurate answer to almost any beekeeping question. 

 So, no. Anything that looks like Step 1, Step 2, Step 3 is out. 

Remember: your colony isn’t typical 
   What worked for the guy down the road might not work for you. What worked for the girl at the 
farmer’s market might spell disaster for your bees. Actually, what worked for one of your hives 
might not work for another in the same yard. 
   You see, the bee books don’t tell you that colonies are like children. Just as there is no single way 
to raise kids, there is no single way to raise bees. Every colony is different from the next. Sure, 
some aspects are similar, some basics hold true, but each colony has its own personality and 
limitations. 
   Genetics, latitude, and local threats make a difference. Food sources, microenvironments, 
pollutants, and sun exposure play a part. And their handlers (that means you) have different values, 
goals, and expectations. 

Know why you keep bees 
   Knowing your purpose is essential because it will influence your management decisions. For 
example, a commercial beekeeper is very different from a backyard hobbyist. If you intend to be a 
hobbyist, some of the practices of a commercial beekeeper won’t be right for you, and vice versa. 
Either choice is fine but make one. You can always change your mind later. 
   On the other hand, if you are planning to save the bees, the insects, the world. or whatever, 
perhaps it’s time to rethink. Honey bees are livestock that require management just like chickens 
and pigs. Although many bee species need to be saved, honey bees are not among them. 
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Begin your beekeeping journey with biology and botany 
   Beekeeping is not about which super to use or how to mix syrup. Beekeeping is about bees and 
their interdependence with flowers. If you don’t understand how bees work, or if you don’t 
understand basic reproductive botany, you will be lost when you start to keep bees. Bees and 
flowers were built for each other, and you need to understand that interdependence. 
   If you begin beekeeping with no knowledge of either, you have a long row to hoe. But fear not! It 
can be incredibly satisfying if you keep an open mind through the rough spots. You won’t find 
much on the natural sciences on social media, you need to go back to the basics — the stuff you 
slept through in high school. 
Start here: You must know how they work! Image by Raden Dedi Ashar Suryana from Pixabay 

Trust no one 
   If you don’t understand something, or if something doesn’t make sense to you, dig deeper. Search 
for answers. Don’t trust something you heard in a meeting, don’t trust a mentor, don’t trust me. If 
the advice feels contrary to everything you know about the world, it’s probably wrong. 
   You know more basic science than you think you do. You have a lifetime of experience and 
observation behind you. Use it. Trust it. Think for yourself. I see too many newbies throw out 
everything they know in favor of following a self-appointed guru who knows nothing but how to 
get followers. Maybe he has great ideas, but maybe not. Always consider the source. 

Black boxes are for airplanes 
   You can’t raise bees without opening the hive and evaluating your colony. Even if you have a raft 
of instruments gumming up the interior, they can’t possibly tell you everything you need to know.      
You need to open that hive and take a look.  
   Similarly, I hear many questions attached to calendar dates. Should I add my supers by May 1? 
Should I treat the mites by August 31? Shall I feed before Thanksgiving? 
   Dates are fine as reminders, but the real answer depends on what you find in the hive. You should 
add supers when the colony needs more room to store nectar; you should treat for mites when their 
population starts to rise; you should feed when your colony is running short of food. The calendar 
has little to do with it. These tasks and many more depend on what’s inside the box. 

The longer you keep bees, the less you will know about them 
   The only people who don’t believe this are second-year beekeepers. The experienced keepers 
who’ve been around the block just grin and nod. You will never stop learning about bees, and the 
more you learn the more you realize what you don’t know. 
   After writing this, I looked back at the new beekeeper post I wrote seven years ago. I’m surprised 
at how similar the two are, but it shows I haven’t changed my mind. In fact, I’m more confident 
than ever that you can do this and love every minute of it. 

Rusty 
Honey Bee Suite 
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WCABA 2022 Nuc and Queen Bee Procurement After-Action Report 

Evergreen Bee Nuc Order.  In early 2022 we ordered 300 Nucs from 
Evergreen Honey Company, sister company to Merrimack Valley 
Apiaries.  Point of Contact was Wes Card – 978-210-1893.  Evergreen 
normally gives us 312 nucs (+4%) for 300 ordered.  Our “nuc issue 
overage” is usually 8 nucs each year.  These nucs are used to remedy 
nuc issues (weak or queenless, etc.).  All went well this year with 
Evergreen.  We initially bought nucs at $165 and the price dropped to 
$130 when we reached the 250-order mark.  We received great service 
from Wes and Evergreen.  I recommend staying with Evergreen nuc 
delivery.  Our total payment to Evergreen was $39,000. 
Because we did not foresee demand consequences, we allowed club members to order up to 10 nucs 
per family.  Nuc ordering started slowly, but in early March we received three 10-nuc orders.  
Altogether, we received five 10-nuc orders.  By March 7th, our nuc orders totaled 339.  At nuc number 
301, we created a Wait List. 
Bee Weaver 3-Pound Package Order.  At this point, I warned the Executive Board we could not 
meet the club demand.  Jimmie sent an email saying he felt we were not fully serving our club 
members.  At that point, I felt we needed to “hold our ground” on the allowed nuc order total, plus our 
deadline.  I informed the Wait List members some would not receive their ordered nucs.  A day or so 
later, Shannon called and we discussed possibilities.  I convinced her we should hold our ground but, I 
too felt bad about this.  She did too.  A day or so later, we heard Chris Doggett had talked with Bee 
Weaver and that 50 3-pound packages could be made available to us on Friday, April 8th with pick up 
(at the Bost Farm) on Saturday, April 9th.  I did not relish the added complications, notifications, 
details, emails, and large work effort in front of us to make this “shift”.  Anyway, we pretty much 
“morphed” into 3-pound package procurement and delivery.  Thanks to Phil A, Gillian M, and Jimmie 
O in helping us situate and deliver the packages.  This switch, did indeed, add to the already-heavy 
workload.  Bottom line: we provided bees to all on the Wait List.  The amount paid to Bee Weaver 
for, 50 packages was $6750.       
Bee Weaver Queen Order.  In early 2022, Jimmie O dealt with Laura Weaver on queen 
procurement.  He had been dealing with her for years and both are expert on queen orders.  On April 
6th, Jimmie gave me a heads-up that Bee Weaver was having difficulties getting viable queens due to 
our dry Texas spring/lack of drones.  A two-step delivery process was in the workings.  The first club 
delivery would be April 23rd (75 queens) and the next on April 30th (50 queens).  Mother Nature had 
put another kink in our yearly queen order delivery process.  More (extra) work, complications, 
scheduling, planning and head-ups emails followed.  Ugh. 
On April 26th (club meeting night) Jimmie delivered 18 remaining (of the original 75) queens to club 
members at our monthly meeting.  He also sold 6 queens.  Via email on April 28th, we decided to 
reduce our second queen pickup total to 40.  On April 29th, Jimmie traveled to Bee Weaver and picked 
up 40 queens.  On April 30th, we delivered/sold 47 queens to club members.  As of May 1st, all 115 
queens have been sold/used, except 5 queens  banked at the Bost Farm.  The amount paid to Bee 
Weaver for 115 queens was $4025. 

Gary Bible - Porcurrment Coordinator
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Year 2022 Recap.  In April of 2022 WCABA delivered:  308 Nucs, 50 3-pound Packages and 115 
Bee Weaver Queens.  The total cost to the club was around $50,750!  I find this total to be quite 
amazing!  Having described this 4-month “experience” of twists and turns, ifs, ands, buts, and 
shoulda-woulda-couldas, the “process” went well.  It went especially well for WCABA club 
members.  Club members received good bee and queen stock, via nucs, packages and cages. 
I leave suggestions for the Executive Board and to the next the Nuc and Queen Procurement 
Coordinator: 

1. The Procurement Coordinator should be well-versed in EXCEL, or strong in a record-keeping
software.

2. The Procurement Coordinator should expect surprises (as a given) and be able to plan/adjust
for them.  In  2021 and 2022 neither “original plan” worked as planned.  This will not change.

3. The Executive Board should simplify our product delivery.  Maybe not go with Nucs,
Packages and Queens again.  Or, if we do, understand this causes additional complications to
the process and Procurement Coordinator.  As the Beatles sang, it really is a “long and winding
road.”

4. The Executive Board should set maximum amounts of nuc orders below 10, maybe in the
range of 4.  Jimmie Oakley once said, “It’s better to have 100 beekeepers with 3 hives apiece,
than 1 beekeeper with 300 hives”; meaning hives diverse in locale yields beekeeping diverse in
exposure to the public.  That’s how we grow as a club.

5. The Procurement Coordinator should stick with the set deadline, in date certain and amounts
ordered.  My bad here.  But in doing this, it will encourage our members to order early/on time
or suffer the consequences.

6. We need to train/provide a Nuc and Queen “After-Delivery Issues Team”.  Jimmie and I have
been pulled to and fro for the last month with “issues”; no queens, dead queens, weak nucs,
etc.  For about 1 month after Nuc and Queen delivery, Jimmie and I have become “moving
targets” to work nuc, package and queen issues.  Not complaining, just stating facts.

7. WCABA NEEDS TO BUILD, TRAIN, AND MAINTAIN A STRONG MENTOR
PROGRAM.  Again, Jimmie and I have become “mentors-by-proxy” to many first-time
keepers.  We are stressed for time when nucs, packages and queens arrive.  The last thing
Jimmie and I need is to become mentors during this extremely busy, chaotic time.

8. Consider making the N & Q position into a 2-person job.  I ended up, working April 9th, 16th,
22nd and 30th.  These are the times I was “working on site” at the Bost Farm.  There were many
personal hours (100s) spent recording orders, sending emails and texts.  The time spent at the
Bost Farm is just the tip-of-the-iceberg of this position’s work.  Jimmie worked for me on
April 23rd, but I went and picked up queens on the day before; a 6-hour procedure.

It has been a pleasure and an enjoyable challenge to ensure quality bees and queens to club members.  
But now, I’m hanging up my Procurement Coordinator hat.  Lord willing, I plan on helping hand out 
nucs and queens in years to come at the Bost Farm.   
Thank you, WCABA E-Board for all the support you’ve provided to this old dude for the last two 
years.  I ain’t going away, just hoping to hang around and help somewhere else!  I will be available 
for advice to the next person to fill this slot. 

Gary Bible 
WCABA Nuc & Queen Procurement Coordinator 
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Practical Experiences in the Bee Yard
   The nectar flow will begin to slow by the middle of June.  By the last week in 
June, the bees will begin to search for that last remaining nectar source to fill 
out the frames.  If you pay close attention to the frames of capped honey in the 
super, you may see cells of capped honey that are not drawn out as far as some 
of the other cells.  These may be a different color than the adjacent cells that 
may or may not be capped.  Honey bees will not, as a general rule, mix nectar 
sources, .i.e., mix different nectars in the same cell. 
   The honey bee has been doing her thing for a lot longer than you and me and usually does a good to 
excellent job in the process.  Most of the honey in the frames in the Ark-La-Tex area will be capped 
and ready for extraction by the end of June. If you were observant in late May and early June, you may 
have been able to selectively pull fully capped frames, extract them, and return them to the super to be 
refilled for a second extraction by early July. 
   Honey extracted early in the flow season will normally be the lightest and mildest tasting honey.  
However, this may not be the honey your customer needs to purchase.  Tests have shown that the 
darker honey has more antibiotic properties that MAY help reduce allergic flare-ups plaguing many of 
the population these days. 
   Frames of honey that are capped with the beautiful white wax cappings we love to see are normally 
below the desired 18% water content.  There has been some nectar from Tallow trees that can be 
capped and still be in the 22% moisture range.  If a check of your honey shows a high moisture 
reading, it may be necessary to run a dehumidifier (or two) in the honey house before trying to bottle 
the honey for sale.  Some beekeepers I talked with said they noticed the cappings on frames of Tallow 
honey look as if the excess moisture in the cell actually “blew” the cap off the cell.  Be aware that this 
has and can happen.  Have a plan ready to put in place if this situation arises in your extraction process. 
   Honey frames that are not fully capped should be given the “shake test” before extracting.  Hold the 
frame of honey by each end bar with the top bar toward the bottom (upside down).  Give the frame a 
sharp shake downward.  If NO honey rains out onto your workbench or your boots, the frame is OK to 
extract.  If the nectar shakes out, the frame is “not cured” and should be returned to the hive for the 
bees to complete the drying and capping process. 
   One of the first steps in the extraction process is getting the bees off frames you pull for extraction.  
Smoking the bees out of the super can give the honey a smoky taste.  Brushing bees off the frame one 
at a time is slow and can make the bees irritated but does work if you have only a few frames to pull.  
Fume boards can move most of the bees out of the super.  They work best when temperatures are high 
and it helps to place the board in the hot sun for several minutes before placing in the super.  Special 
bee escape boards can be placed below the super but have to be installed the day before you plan to 
pull frames. 
   My favorite technique is to use a leaf blower to quickly blow the bees off a super of frames.  Stand 
the super on end with the frames running vertically.  Direct the air stream from the leaf blower through 
the frames to blow the bees off the frames. Usually only takes a minute or two to blow all of the bees 
out.  You probably will not need the full force of the leaf blower, just enough flow to blow the bees off 
the frames.  I prefer to blow from the top bar side to the bottom bar so the bees will not be hindered by 
the top bar as they are blown out.  Be careful where you blow the bees so you will not be stepping on 
them on the ground while you are still working.  Interesting side note:  supers of capped honey can be 
blown free of bees in a couple of minutes.  However, uncapped frames will take longer as the bees 
want to continue to guard the upcapped honey and fight to keep from being blown off.          S.B. 

Stanford Brantley 
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EXTRACTING EQUIPMENT FOR LOAN 
by Jimmie Oakley 

“When it comes to extract honey – how difficult is it to borrow the extractor from the club?” 

     The subject of extracting honey has already been brought up, so might as well address it sooner than later. 
     For new members to the club and those who just aren’t aware, the Williamson County Area Beekeepers 
Association has a complete (manual) honey extracting equipment setups for loan by the club to current 
members to process their honey in the convenience of their home. (Borrow equipment instead of buying!) 
     This has been a great club benefit to the membership over the years and has become so popular that 
WCABA added a second system and now a third electric extracting setup for use by members experienced in 
the process. 
   The setup consists of a 3-frame tangential extractor, a 2-piece uncapping tub, several buckets of different 
sizes for straining and handling the honey, as well as various hand tools to uncap and process the honey. 
   Since this is a manual hand crank system, things move more slowly, and there is less chance of messing up 
big time.  Attention needs to be paid to how things are done to assure the process is followed and all comes 
out right. 
   For our new members or any of you who have not used either of the two club extractors previously, here 
are some reminders of what you need to do to check out one of the two sets of equipment: 

1. Call Jimmie Oakley or text (512/507-3009) to request a date to use the equipment. Have an
alternate date in mind in case your preference is not available. Your name will be put on the
calendar to reserve it for you. If you decide to cancel, let me know.

2. I will have to meet you at the Bost Farm (4355 C.R 110, Georgetown, TX 78626) when you pick
up or return equipment since
there is a locked gate there
now. If you have not checked
out the equipment previously,
I can meet you at the Farm at
a specific time to go over the
proper use of the equipment
and the procedure.

3. Members have 3 days to use
the equipment, not counting
Sunday, and return it.

4. When you return the cleaned
equipment check it back in
using the “check sheet” to
assure you returned it all, and
make sure you communicate
(text or cell) with Mr. Oakley
so he will know it is available
for the next member.      JO

For more Information see Beekeeping, 
Honey Harvesting on wcaba.org. 

WCABA Club Extracting Equipment Setup for Loan to Current Members 
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Bees Voted Most Important Living Beings On Earth 
Submitted by Jane Bost – Round Rock 

Bees voted more important than fungi, plankton, and primates when it comes to survival of life on earth as 
we know it 
After a hearing a passionate debate among a panel of 
international scientists over which endangered species is the 
most important, the audience voted bees. 
The annual debate sponsored by Earthwatch took place at the 
Royal Geographical Society in London. 
The audience was asked if they had a trillion dollars to spend 
on the conservation of a single endangered species, which 
would it be. 
Five scientists made the cases for five different endangered 
species, making arguments for why each are invaluable and irreplaceable cornerstones of various 
ecosystems. 
The species were bees, fungi, plankton, primates and bats. 
While all are essential to keeping their respective ecosystems from collapsing, the potential extinction of 
bees was voted to be the most disastrous. 
Without fungi most terrestrial plants on earth would die, as mycelium transports nutrients from the soil to 
the plant’s roots. 
Plankton are the basis of the entire food web in the ocean. 
Without bats crops like bananas, mangoes, dates and tequila would fail. They also save millions of dollars 
on pesticides by consuming so many insects. 
Non-human primates are a keystone species in maintains tropical and subtropical forests. 
Still, bees were voted the most vital. 
”Bees are irreplaceable — their loss would be catastrophic,” Dr. George McGavin of the Oxford University 
Museum of Natural History told The Guardian.    70 percent of crop species eaten by humans depend on 
pollination by bees. 
“The partnership between flowering plants and pollinating insects, especially bees, is one of the most 
widespread and significant symbiotic interactions on Earth, The Guardian reports. “This 100-million-year-
old collaboration has spawned a rich diversity of species and promoted the rise to dominance of humans.” 
But it’s not just humans that would suffer. Birds and small mammals feed off the berries and seeds that rely 
on bee pollination. 
”They would die of hunger and in turn their predators – the omnivores or carnivores that continue the food 
chain would also starve,” says Allison Benjamin, author of A World Without Bees. 
Benjamin blames industrial farming “with its monocultures and pesticides has 
destroyed biodiversity and robbed the majority of bees of their habitat.” 

     Author: Sara Burrows 
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Scholarship Recipients Set Up Hives 
by Jimmie Oakley 

   The 2022 Wolf -Bost Memorial Scholarship recipients have been busy since their nucleus of 
bees arrived on April 16th getting them set up at the Heritage 
Community Garden. 
   Since the Georgetown Parks and Recreation Department started 
revamping the garden beds and the beekeeping area late last year the 
scholarship program has been on somewhat of a hiatus. 
   With the awarding of Wolf-Bost Scholarships to Max McDonald 
from Leander and Naaman Gunter from Georgetown in March the 
program seems to have moved back into familiar territory. 
   We reported last time on the construction at the Bost Farm of the 

necessary bee boxes and frames to house the bees that the recipients 
received as part of the year long program. The equipment was put to 
use as Max and Naaman “hived’ their bees at the Heritage Garden on 
Monday April 18. The bees were started on a regiment of 1x1 syrup 
feeding to promote breed rearing and comb building. 
   The hives are scheduled to be checked every other week for 
evidence of queen rightness by finding brood, larva, and eggs, all 
indictive of an active queen. The youngsters were also instructed by 
Randy Oakley, the mentor, in frame “reading” to determine the 
resources, and capacity of the hive for growth and development. 
   Max and Naaman assist each other in the assessment of the hives by 
recording the readings frame by frame to reach a total sum of 
available resources, and space for the storing of honey and pollen, and 
room for the all-important brood rearing. 
   The youngsters are also assisted by their dads in the examination of 
the hives as great cooperation and 
teamwork has developed among 
all those involved.  
   The strong feeding regiment has 
resulted in rapid growth and a 
second box (foundation) has been 
added for storage and brood 
rearing. This is where the comb 
building is so essential. The goal is 
to establish a hive with three deep 
boxes by the fall of the year.      
   Please encourage and follow the 
progress of these youngsters as 
they learn the skills and techniques 
to become good and successful 
beekeepers.   JO 

Max McDonald transfers bees 
from nuc hive

Naaman Gunter moves 
frame into new hive

Naaman feeds the hive 1 gallon of syrup  Scott & Naaman Gunter and Max & Chris
McDonald  team up to get the job done
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More Scholarship Pictures… 

Max takes notes, Naaman checks frame, & Scott smokes bees Naaman attempts to access (read) the frame as Randy watches 

Max takes his turn reading the frame under Randy’s watchful eye Siblings wait on dad and brother to finish whatever they are doing ??   
All dressed up, no place to go.    Wish I had brought a good book. 

NEW crushed granite surface installed in the Heritage Garden bee cage area by Parks & Rec ...NICE.
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Membership Report: Shirley Doggett 
May 2022 

If you change your address, phone number, or email,  please email me with the change. 

New Members:   
Lloyd Anderson. Killeen 
Joshua Bouchie. Florence 
Grant Elam. Austin 
Phil Elam. Austin 
Lloyd and Pamela Heller.            Liberty Hill 
Dean and Susan Hewitt.              Hutto 
Gina Langston. Florence 
Terry Paris. Liberty Hill  
Ed and Kathy Pinkelman.             Georgetown 
Mary Renda. Thorndale 
Dawn Windorski. Liberty Hill  

Renewing Members 
Jim and Lorna Smith. Georgetown 
Mike Staton. Georgetown 
Rachel and Steve Glass. Killeen 

Thank you for your Subscription or Membership Renewal  ~   Shirley

CLASSIFIEDS 

Name: Joshua Harkin 
Email: machtuckjh66@gmail.com 
Subject: Hive 
Message: I have had my current hive for 10 years but have recently developed an allergy to bee 
stings. I’m looking for someone to relocate hive to a good home. They are currently in a flow 
hive. Joshua Harkin 5126960780 

From: Tom Bates <tombates120352@gmail.com> 
Subject: Selling Honey Bees and boxes. 
Date: May 2, 2022 at 10:55:59 AM CDT 

I will accept an reasonable (negotiable) offer, everything thing in good shape, well taken care. 
Moving out of state. 
Thanks, 
Tom 
254-483-8630
Walburg, TX
tombates120352@gmail.com

Shirley Doggett 
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WCABA Executive Board Minutes, March 17, 2022 
Attendees:  Phil Ainslie, Jimmie Oakley, Matt Ludlum, Barbi Rose, Shirley Doggett, Linda Russel, Gillian 

Mattison, Melissa Henry.  Absent:  Chris Huck 
Meeting called to order at 7:02 pm 

• Membership:  Shirley Doggett reported a membership of 154.  Membership is slightly more
than usual at this time of year.
• Bee Procurement:  Gary Bible reported 337 nucs order, 144 members ordering.  Our

members' average number of nucs ordered was 2-3 per person.

• The board discussed the maximum number of nucs allowed per member.  One goal is to
make nucs available at a reduced price to club members.  Since our primary goal is beekeeping
education, we want to ensure new members get access.  The board decided to limit the number of
nucs next year.  A maximum order of 5 was suggested for next year.  People wanting more will be
placed on a waiting list.  The members on the list will be notified if the load limit is not reached.

• A truck and trailer are available for April 15 and 16.  However, if the pickup date is delayed,
we will have to line up another ¾ ton pickup truck.   Jimmie Oakley suggested renting a truck.

• The board proposed and voted to continue providing one nuc for each of the drivers that
drive to and from Louisiana for the bees.  They go all night and also help load and unload the nucs.

• Distribution:  The distribution will be on April 16.  The distribution will begin at 7 am and
proceed until 2 pm.  Shannon, Gillian, Barbie, and Jimmie will help with the distribution.  Jim Ray
may have a grandson that can help.  Phil Ainslie will make contact with Jim.  Shannon Montez will
request volunteers at our meeting.

• Supplies:  Spotlights, extension cords, smoker fuel, and screen material are needed.  The only
item we are not sure about is the screen.  A steel screen is preferable, but we have been unable to
locate any so far. So instead, we may have to use aluminum or 1/8-inch mesh.

• Load insurance: Jimmie reported that the bee load insurance form would be available for the
drivers to take on the trip.  Terrorism insurance is now included with the insurance at no additional
cost.  The cost will probably be about the same as last year (about $700).

• Queen orders: We are committed to 150 queens from B. Weaver.  The price for the members
is $40.00 per queen.

• Treasurer’s report:  Barbi posted and reviewed the treasurer's report.
• A proposal was made, and the board voted to support the Georgetown BIG program by

providing three nucs to Linda Russel.
• Programs:  Linda Russel reported that March speakers would be Dodie Stillman and Phil

Ainslie.  Dodie will speak on hive inspection, and Phil’s will be on Bee and Nuc instillation.
• There is a conflict with the Library for the July and August Tuesday evening time slot.
• Attendance:  Approximately 70 live and 30 via zoom.
• April meeting:  Phil Ainslie will do 101.  The topic is “First Inspection.”  The 201 topic is

open at this time.
• Scholarship Report: The equipment is being ordered for the two scholarship recipients.  They

will assemble their hive boxes at the Bost Farm.
• The recipients will be introduced at the March meeting.

The meeting closed at 8:15. 
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