WILLIAMSON COUNTY AREA
BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATI0N
WCABA JANUARY 2022 NEWSLETTER

www.wcaba.org

2022 Club Officers:
PRESIDENT: Shannon Montez
president@wcaba.org
VICE PRESIDENT:
Gillian Mattinson
vicepresident@wcaba.org
MEMBERSHIP: Shirley Doggett
membership@wcaba.org
PROGRAM: Linda Russell
program@wcaba.org
NEWSLETTER: Jimmie Oakley
newsletter@wcaba.org
SECRETARY: Phil Ainslie
secretary@wcaba.org
TREASURER: Barbi Rose
treasurer@wcaba.org
HISTORIAN: Matt Ludlum
historian@wcaba.org
PAST PRESIDENT: Phil Ainslie
pastpresident@wcaba.org
LIBRARIAN: Chris Huck
librarian@wcaba.org
SCHOLARSHIP CHAIR:
Jimmie Oakley
scholarship@wcaba.org
QUEEN CHAIR:
(vacent )
WEB ADMINISTRATOR:
Rachel Glass
webmaster@wcaba.org
DIRECTOR AT LARGE:
Melissa Henry
DIRECTOR AT LARGE:
Gary Bible

MEETING IN PERSON
During the COVID-19 outbreak, we were unable to meet at the
Georgetown Public Library because of the precautions taken be the City
of Georgetown to stim the spread of the virus. Since the Library has
changed their meeting policy the club is allowed to meet in person
again. Therefore, we have scheduled a meeting on January 25th (fourth
Tuesday) in addition to broadcasting virtually via “Zoom” software.
Click Zoom meeting link below.
If you are planning to join from an iPhone or iPad, be sure to
download this application first: https://apps.apple.com/us/app/zoomcloud-meetings/id546505307
We look forward to seeing you there Tuesday night @ 7PM!
GT Library - Hewlett Rm– 402 W 8th Street Georgetown 78626
Topic: WCABA Member Meeting
Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime
Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82475068933?pwd=aHRiRjc3bS9kYXJGS2g5THVpOEx2UT09

Meeting ID: 824 7506 8933
Passcode: 909659

PROGRAM:

Beekeeping 101 Speaker: Phil Ainslie
Introduction to Basic Beekeeping
Phil will cover basics of bee biology for our
new members and visitors.
Beekeeping 201 Speaker: Randy Oakley
How’s & Why’s of Making Vertical Splits
Randy will explain the basic concept of a
spring beehive split a.k.a. an “artificial
swarm”, and the mechanics and advantages Randy Oakley, Oakley Family Apiaries
of utilizing a vertical beehive split in the spring to control swarming, to
increase the number of hives in an apiary, to successfully requeen and/or
raise queen, and to maximize forager population for spring honey flow.
He will offer suggestions and prompt the discussion on how to fit these
techniques together to formulate your spring management plan.
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Beekeeping 101:

Bee Biology, presented by Phil Ainslie

Beekeeping 101 is an excellent monthly series of foundational information that will
help beginning beekeepers get off to a good start and also in the future to understand
what is going on in the hive. There will be time to answer questions. This
presentation will be available live by Zoom.
Phil became interested in beekeeping in college while taking an entomology
class. He actually started beekeeping as a retirement hobby. He is now into his 10th+
year of beekeeping. He says he is till beekeeping and still learning.
Phil Anslie

Beekeeping 201:

Why’s and How’s of Making a Vertical Split in Springtime, by Randy Oakley

This is an advanced presentation. Bring your pen and paper to take notes as Randyl presents how to do a
vertical split as a way to:
-Control swarming
-Reproduce the colony
-Requeen the colony
-Maximize your honey harvest
Room capacity is limited to 27 people. In addition the presentation will be
recorded and available through WCABA website. It will not be live by Zoom.
Randy has been practicing the art of beekeeping for over 40 years. Three
generations of the Oakley Family currently help-out in the family bee business
producing local bees and beehive products as well as teaching others sustainable
methods of beekeeping for Central Texas. They manage 200 plus beehives along
the I35 corridor between Round Rock and Waco. More information about their
bees, beekeeper training and beehive products can be found at
www.OakleyFamilyApiaries.com .
Randy Oakley

Randy will be bringing a items to sell:
-Reversible Bottom/Top Board for 8 frame hives: $18 unpainted and $24 painted. This can be used as a
standard bottom board, top board and for vertical spits. Also 8-frame metal queen excluder: $10.95 Accept
Cash, Card or Check.
Prices do not include tax. Provide ag exemption number for no tax
Please visit website for more information on classes, services and items for sale including a variety of
supplies, honey, and bees (pure Russians): www.OakleyFamilyApiaries.com
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. . .From the President
Happy New Years!
I want to take the time to welcome everyone back after the holiday break. Although we
are in the middle of Texas winter, we still have a few months of cold weather to get
through. Although our hives are fairly quiet we may see some activity when the
temperature warms up. Don’t be lulled into complacency this time of year. It’s a great
time to take stock of the supplies you have. If you have plans to expand your apiary,
now’s the time to order what you need to get you through this year. Many of the suppliers
have great deals and may offer free shipping.
For those of you new to beekeeping, we want to welcome you to our club. Our board has
spent a lot of time ensuring that what we present at our meetings is valuable to all
beekeepers. Even though I have been a part of our club for years, I still seem to learn
something new at each meeting. I have no doubt that this year will be the same. We have
a variety of speakers and our primary goal is that we will have something at our meetings
that will help everyone become a better beekeeper. As we progress through the year, we
cater the speaker to what is going on during that part of the season and we’ve been
fortunate to have a variety of speakers. For those of you who missed our meetings last
year, our speakers featured everything from plants, bees, swarms, pests, extracting, and
our most favorite topic; taxes. If you are wanting to hear a specific topic or know of a
someone who our members could benefit from, please let us know.
As we start to ramp up this year, we are looking forward to resuming some of the
programs that we suspended last year. Our scholarship program and honey queen
program were both suspended last year due to the pandemic. These are both great
programs and we are looking forward to these both resuming. If you have a teen wanting
to get involved with our club, these are both programs that are worth looking into.
Another process we modified was the Nuc pick-up. We switched this up 2 years ago at
the beginning of the pandemic and have found that the new process runs smoothly. We
also haven’t had many opportunities to offer workshops for our beekeepers. As the
Georgetown gardens are expanding the space we have for our hives, we are hoping to
have a few workshops for members to learn some hands on experience for things such a
varoa mite inspection, hive inspection, etc… Watch out for announcements in our
newsletter for these workshops.
We are looking forward to the new year and to seeing more of our members at our
meetings.

Shannon
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Ready for Bee & Queen Orders ?
Gary reports that he is working very hard to keep
up with the ordering process and he has made the
necessary provisions for receiving orders at the
next “in person” club meeting on Tuesday night,
January 25th.
He will have order forms for those who have not
already printed and filled theirs out. For the
renewing members he will also has membership
blanks so you can satisfy all the qualification of the
order process.
He reports 51 nucs and 11 queens have been
ordered thus far. There will be the most current
print out of the ‘ordering spreadsheet” available for
you to check and affirm that your order request has
We're Getting Ready !!
been received and entered correctly.
Please be mindful to write legibility, especially when entering your email address
(maybe print), because this will be how you receive your pickup voucher, and any special
instructions on pickup time and place. Check the $ totals, and please bring cash or check
for your remittance.
JO-Editor
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

W.C.A.B.A. Club 5-Frame Nuc & Queen Order Form - 2022
Name_________________________________________________________
Address __________________________

City/State/Zip_______________

Phone_____________________________
e-mail:_____________________________
I want to order:
No._____

please print

Are you a current member? [ ] Yes!

5 Frame Nuc (Based on group order of 100 nucs)

$160.00/ Nuc.

Nuc with three frames brood, mated queen, "NOT" marked or clipped.

No._____

Honey Bee Queen (Based on group order of 100 )

$40.00/ Queen

BeeWeaver marked & clipped Queen from mite tolerant and virus resistant stock.

How will you pay? CASH or Check # ________
Mail remittance to:

Check Preferred

TOTAL $ AMT
OF ORDER

WCABA Order/ Gary Bible - 150 Sundance Trail, Liberty Hill, TX 76642
Nuc order deadline: Must be postmarked by February 28th or while supplies last.
Limit 10 nucs per family. No individual resale or ownership transfer permitted on nucs once ordered.
All secondary transactions and scheduling must come through the club for tracking & delivery.

Special Instructions:
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Bee Research Pearls

Compiled by Phil Ainslie

Why plant diversity is so vital for bee diversity
A study in southern England reveals why bumblebees and honeybees thrive
despite foraging on the same flowers. A delicate balance of energy
efficiency and flower morphology is key to the co-existence between
honeybees and bumblebees.

Phil Anslie - WCABA Secretary

It is common for abundant and widespread bees to see bumblebees and honeybees foraging on the
same flower species during the summer, whether in Britain or many other countries.
Yet researchers at the Laboratory of Apiculture and Social Insects (LASI) at the University of
Sussex have found that different bees dominate particular flower species and revealed why.
By studying 22 flower species in southern England and analyzing the behavior of more than 1000
bees, they found that energy efficiency is a crucial factor when it comes to mediating competition.
“In essence, bumblebees have an advantage over honeybees in being faster at visiting flowers, so
can gather more nectar (energy), but a disadvantage in being larger, and so using more of the
nectar energy to power their foraging. On some flower species, this gave an overall advantage to
bumblebees, but on others to honeybees.”
The differences in the morphology of flowers greatly impacted how energy efficient the two bee
types were. With its mass of tiny flowers, Ling heather was better suited to the nimbler honeybee.
By contrast, Erica heather, which researchers found growing beside the ling heather in the same
nature reserve, has a sizeable bell-shaped flower and was better suited to bumblebees.
Source: University of Sussex.

Temperature tells honeybees what time it is
Bees have surprisingly complex internal clocks.
“The first record of us suspecting this goes back to the 1900s,” says Manuel Giannoni-Guzmàn, a
neuroscientist at Vanderbilt University who studies the sense of time. “There was a German
psychiatrist who would sit out in his garden, having breakfast. And bees would come every single
day, and they were coming to get his jam. He noticed that bees were coming even on days where
he didn’t have any food.”
After that first record of bee schedules, entomologists learned that timekeeping was critical of
how bees find food. Flowers aren’t just pumping out nectar constantly. Some might ramp up
their juice in the mornings, while others get sweet in the afternoon. “If you’re a honeybee, you
can go to every single flower and spend a lot of energy and maybe get a bit of nectar if you get
lucky and hit that time when a flower is open, “says Giannoni-Guzman.” “But the other thing you
can do is learn what time of day those flowers are producing the most nectar and capitalize on
that. “
And the internal clock isn’t just for scheduling: bees use the sun’s location to navigate from
flower to flower, and to do so, they need to know the time of day. Famously, worker bees even
share the sites of primo food sources using what’s called a “waggle dance,” a series of dance steps
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that map out a flight path based on the location of the sun. The dancer has such a keen clock that,
as time passes, it updates its dance to account for the sun’s movement. The brain is like a sundial.
The circadian clock is so critical that it may even be at the center of the biodiversity
crisis. Research from last year suggested that neonicotinoids, a common class of pesticide linked
to pollinator declines, disrupt bees’ internal clocks and disrupt their foraging and sleep.
(Giannoni-Guzmàn was also an author of that study.)
“It’s well established that light is not the only cue that entrains the clock,” says Guy Bloch. He
studies the evolution and mechanisms of insect social behavior at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem. His work has previously suggested that bees also use social cues to sync up or
“entrain” their circadian rhythms: bees at the center of the hive respond to the vibrations and even
respiration of the foragers. “This is one of the things that makes temperature entrainment more
interesting. The other thing is that the honeybee colony was thought to be a very stable
environment.”
Bloch says that that potential variability speaks to how little we still know about bee social lives
and their clocks. “We know that social organizations are important; we now know that
temperature is important for the foragers. And we know that sunlight is important. And the
question is to try to understand the relationship between all these factors.”
Excerpts from an article by Philip Kiefer, June 2021, “Popular Science.”

Oxalic Acid
Vaporization
Application…

How it works inside the hive...

Oxalic acid vaporization is most
effective when there is little or no brood
in the hive (winter months).
The most popular method of using oxalic
acid is – “oxalic acid vaporization“.
A small amount of Oxalic Acid crystals
are placed on a special wand.
The wand is inserted into the hive and
heated to vaporize the crystals.
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Bees in Sun City bee yard being treated with Oxalic Acid - JO

OXALIC ACID: EFFECTIVE & EASY ON BEES, BUT ...
EDITOR’S NOTE: Long article but well worth the read; it could help your bees …JO
Years ago, while still working on my graduate degree, I met Dr. Marion Ellis, a professor of
Entomology at the University of Nebraska. I was still very “green” because it was my second
year as a beekeeper. I am sure, as either newbies or seasoned beekeepers, that you remember
what it was like when you first entered into the beekeeping fold. Do you recall your first
hives? Do you remember your excitement at going to your first meetings or lectures, and the
Jennifer Berry
resulting 5,862 questions that you asked? There were the magazine articles you perused, the
books you read (and re-read), and the catalogs you poured over. The contraptions pictured in
the catalogs left me wondering, “What in the heck do you use that for?!?” Remember ordering
*Jennifer Berry
your first equipment and trying to sound intelligent while doing so? “Yes, I would like a brood excluder please, and I
need one drone and some of that comb frames with wired boards, I mean bars.” Do you remember the good ole days
when you stumbled around the bee yard in awe of the activity level and slightly intimidated about interfering with
their important comings and goings by opening the hives?
Well, that’s how I was when I met Dr. Ellis. He definitely has a special place in my old memory banks since…
So, over the years, when I would run into Dr. Ellis at a meeting, we would tell whoever was around, or willing to
listen, about how we had been introduced (though, not actually met) a long, long time ago. At one meeting, Dr. Ellis
gave a lecture about the benefits of using oxalic acid for Varroa control, and I listened with great interest. At the end
of the lecture, someone from the audience posed, “Where does one purchase this ‘oxalic acid?’” Dr. Ellis replied, “At
your local hardware store. It’s wood bleach.” From the back of the room, I could hear some of the comments rising
over the crowd, such as, “Wood bleach? Is he kidding us?!? I’m not putting wood bleach on my bees. It’ll kill them,
for sure!!!”
I was right there with them, thinking to myself how horrible it would be for the bees. Afterward, I sat down with Dr.
Ellis, and we chatted about the research that he and his graduate student Nicholas Aliano had conducted. They tested
various application methods (drip and vapor) and treatment concentrations. Their results showed that oxalic was not
harmful to the bees, but that it did do a number on the mites. Following that discussion, we tried it at the UGA bee
lab, and we experienced the same outcome. Oxalic killed mites by the thousands!
In the mean time, the bees need our help. Varroa mites aren’t going away, and, without every safe and effective
remedy at our disposal, our bees are suffering. The latest research suggests the economic threshold for Varroa is now
three mites per 100 bees.
So, in accordance with President Obama’s 2014 initiative on pollinator health, the EPA expedited the review on the
registration process for oxalic acid. The EPA collaborated with the USDA and the Health Canada’s Pest Management
Regulatory Agency to move as quickly as possible on the evaluation of oxalic acid. While assurances are certainly
good things, it just takes time – lots of time – which is why the president stepped in and said, “Ok, folks. Let’s figure
out a way to speed up the process to get beneficial products to those who need them.” And that’s where Canada
helped out. We didn’t have to re-do all the same research. We built on what the
Canadians had already accomplished. And, once all the data was reviewed, the
conclusion was that oxalic acid should be registered for use in the U.S.
What is Oxalic acid? It’s an organic acid found just about everywhere in the
environment including in plants and vegetables. It is bitter to the taste and
irritating to the eyes, mouth and skin. It is a natural plant defense against
herbivores. It is also found in honey. Since it is not fat soluble (a lipid), it
doesn’t build up in wax comb. Back in 1957, it was registered as a pesticide
(disinfectant/sanitizer), but, by 1994, the renewal of the product registration
was cancelled.
There are risks involved if you plan to use oxalic acid. Given its caustic
effect on the eyes, skin and respiratory system, it’s labeled with the highest
degree of toxicity, “Category 1.” So, as with all pesticides, caution must be
taken when handling it.
OXALIC ACID
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How can oxalic be applied? Oxalic can be applied several ways: drip (trickle), vaporization and spraying. It can be
used on existing colonies, packages or swarms. The two most popular are the trickle and vaporization method. The
trickle or solution method is taking the acid and mixing it with a warm 1:1 sugar-to-water solution. Next, the solution
is drawn into a syringe and 5 ml is trickled (scientific term for “dribbly drop”) down the seam between each frame
and directly onto the bees; the maximum dose is 50 ml per colony (5mls per seam). It doesn’t matter whether it is a
nuc or a hive with a single or multiple brood chamber, but reduction in dosage for smaller colonies obviously.
The vaporizer method* is only to be used on colonies outdoors. And, what ever you do, do not inhale the vapor!
Basically, you use a vaporizer which is a metal wand with a plate at one end and a cord which connects to a battery at
the other end. Place ½ to ¼ gram of oxalic acid on the metal plate. The plate is then slid into the entrance of the
colony. The entrance opening and any other cracks and crevices are then sealed with the vaporizer in place to avoid
the gas from escaping. Once connected to a battery, the heat from the plate causes the oxalic crystals to melt and turn
into a gas (sublime). The vapor will permeate the hive. When it contacts the mites, it kills them. Each vaporizer is
different. Some take only a few minutes to activate the acid, while others take a little longer. Since you don’t have to
open the colony in order to treat, this seems to be the easier of the two methods to implement, especially on cold,
rainy days. (* see example p.6)
Why use oxalic? It works. It has been used for years in Europe. According to numerous studies, it’s 90-99%
effective at killing the mites with minimal damage to the bees and brood.
Does trickle or vaporization work better? A recent study at Sussex University examined the effectiveness of
different doses and application methods on mite and bee mortality. The experiment involved 110 hives. The results
showed sublimation (vaporization) was far better at reducing mite populations and showed no increase in bee
mortality.
Is Oxalic perfect? No; it only works on phoretic mites, i.e., those mites crawling around on the frames or adult bees.
The mites breeding under the capping of the brood cells are unaffected by oxalic administrations, as well as most
other miticide products. Therefore, applications are most effective when no brood is present.
A few months ago, a group of commercial beekeepers came over from Italy to learn about small hive beetles.
Apparently, the beetles have crossed the border and are starting to be a problem there. During our discussion, we also
talked about Varroa control and what beekeepers do in Italy. They said that they treated twice-a-year with oxalic acid
vapor. They treat once in the Winter when colonies are naturally broodless, and once again in the late Summer after
inducing an artificial state of broodlessness by caging their queens for 21 days. At first, I thought this was nuts, but,
after we talked a bit more, it made sense.
The Italians explained that by August or September, the nectar flows are over and the colonies are about to start
producing Winter bees. If mite populations are high, then the related virus loads that cause Winter mortality will be
high, as well. Plus, by caging the queen, the foraging population (no longer needed) drops faster, and more colony
resources (needed for Winter survival) are conserved. Why maintain a pipeline of replacement bees to sustain a large
foraging force after the nectar flow is over? A hive full of bees eats regardless of whether or not there is work to be
done. So, interrupting the brood cycle not only knocks down the mites (and the viruses vectored) prior to the Winter
bees being reared, but reduces bee populations as well. Fewer mites equals improved health, and fewer bees equals
less food consumed; both circumstances contribute directly to improved Winter survival. Yeah, I know that it is a bit
of work to first cage and later release each queen, but think about the money and work it will save by Winter or next
Spring!
Ok. So, now what? Brushy Mountain Bee Farm has been authorized by the EPA to be the sole distributer of oxalic
acid for use as a miticide on honey bees. What does this mean? Well, in order for any application of oxalic (in
beehives) to be legal, it must have the EPA approval label on it; Brushy is the only distributor registered to use the
EPA label. It may seem silly, but it really is there for a reason. If you start searching the internet for oxalic acid
application in bees, there’s a whole host of information out there on recipes for taking 100% oxalic acid down (wood
bleach) to the 2 or 3% recommended application concentrations. Some advice may be sound, but other advice can be
reckless and dangerous to you and your bees. Certainly, you don’t want to get hurt or inflict undue stress on your
bees. The EPA label assures you of what you are receiving and gives you the applicable instructions to follow so that
you can safely achieve the results desired without the risks of winging it after watching a YouTube video.
Be good to your bees! JB
Bee Culture June, 2015(condenced) *Jennifer Berry is the Research Leader at the University of Georgia Honey Bee Lab
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Practical Experiences in the Bee Yard
January is the beginning of the new beekeeping year, no matter what the temperature.
We all hope for a mild winter which will allow the Elms, Oaks and Redbuds to, bloom
early and provide an early supply of protein. The honey bee colony will respond to any
type of pollen but, of course, natural is better. Open feeding of dry pollen substitute
will get the bees moving toward producing the necessary brood to collect and store
nectar from clover and other early blooming sources.
Stanford S Brantley*
In my area of East Texas, the temperature ranged from the mid-40s to the low 80s in December. By
watching the weather, you would have been able to make hive inspections on the warmer days and evaluate
the status of food available in the hive. With above average temperatures, a top feeder filled with syrup or
sugar water could have been the life saver for a hive without sufficient stores.
I took advantage of a warm day and inspected some of my hives. I observed 6-8 frames coved with bees
but I found no evidence of capped brood or eggs. When I opened the hive, I was met with a fairly loud buzz
from the bees covering the top bars but not much interest in protecting the colony like they would in the
early spring. In checking the outside frames of your hive, you should find capped honey, probably in the
two outside frames. Frames 3-8 should have some capped honey along with pollen and bee bread. Open
cells should have clean shiny look, indicating all is well in the hive. In a double brood hive, the top box
should be capped honey, waiting for the cluster to move upward as the colder weather arrives and the stores
in the lower box are eaten.
When making inspections during the winter, be aware because queen is not laying vary many eggs, she is
not “heavy” and can fly. If you remove a frame and find the queen on it, do not spend a lot of time admiring
her as she can become upset and fly away. In that event, what should you do? I have found putting the
frames back in place and leaving the hive uncovered, most time the queen will return in a few minutes.
Give her about twenty minutes, put the lid on the hive, then come back in a couple of days to determine if
she did return.
At a recent bee club meeting, one member reported recently finding hives full of honey. He extracted
honey from the hives in June and put the supers back on for the bees to clean them up. He recently went to
the beeyard to remove the supers for winter storage and found them filled with honey. He now must choose
between two options—pull the supers and get them warm enough to extract or leave them on the hive and
be assured there will be enough food to get the colony through winter. If he chooses to leave the supers on
the hive, I advised him to remove the queen excluder so the queen can move up with the cluster. Otherwise,
she could become trapped below the cluster and perish in the cold. Next summer, he should check the
supers in September while it is still warm enough to easily extract the honey.
As a general rule, most beekeepers in the ArkLaTex area keep colonies of Italian bees, a long standing
practice in most of the US. In recent years, we have seen the availability of queens and packages of other
lines of bees. Maybe now is the time to consider some of the new stock we find advertised in the bee
journals. If you want to keep bees chemical free, do your research and see how our Italian stock compares
with other varieties of bees. You may wish to experiment with another variety and make your own
assessment about how they compare with your current stock. If you choose to explore different varieties,
share your experiences, good, bad or otherwise, with members of your bee club. It can be a learning
experience for the entire club.
Club members are reporting bee equipment suppliers are having supply shortages of wooden ware, honey
containers and other items due to production problems and shopping backups. Inventory your supply needs
and place your orders ASAP as you may have to wait a bit for delivery. If you plan to purchase queens,
nucs or packages, you should already be talking with your suppliers.
* Stanford Brantley lives in Jefferson Texas and is a new member of WCABA.
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Applicants for Wolfe-Bost Scholarship Needed

The deadline is fast approaching for submission of applications by those interested in the Ed Wolfe-Robert
Bost Memorial Scholarship (WCABA Youth Scholarship Program).
If you know of a school age boy or girl (12-18yrs) who is interested in learning about bees and beekeeping,
please encourage him/her to submit an application before the February 15th deadline.
This is an essay contest administered by the WCABA Scholarship Committee. and is presented annually to
contest winners. It is intended to promote and encourage area youth to become knowledgeable and interested in
honeybees, honey production and sustainable beekeeping.
Interested parties may contact Jimmie Oakley, Scholarship Chair at: jimmie.oakley@gmail.com to get a
current application or go online at wcaba.org and check out Opportunities – Scholarship. Apply Today !!!

Recipients working bees at the Georgetown Community Garden

•

Scholarship is given annually to furthering the apiculture sciences w/ emphasis on sustainable beekeeping.

•

Awarded to school age students (12-18yrs) living in the area served by WCABA.

•

Consists of a beehive with bees and equipment necessary to complete the year-long project.

•

Bees and equipment become property of recipient at course completion.

•

Course curriculum provides action plan, all necessary procedures and meeting time and dates.

•

A mentor instructs and assist recipient in sustainable beekeeping techniques and good beekeeping practices.

•

Applications must be mailed by Awards Committee, by February 15th to be considered for scholarship.

•

Additional information and application at wcaba.org - Youth Education - Scholarship Application.
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LOOKING FOR A BEE PRESENTATION OPPORTUNITY…?
I am seeking bee education as part of a 2-month special event called "Bird, Bees &
Butterflies" held in Burnet, Texas, in March and April of 2022 at Canyon of the Eagles
Nature Park & Resort.
As a first-year event, we hope it to become an annual event that grows in stature and size
each year. Your participation will shape the future of the event.
Presenters may share any nuance of bee education and beekeeping of your choice. The length and number of sessions are up to
the individual and may be given any day of the week, night, or day.
Our goal is to inspire and educate the public about the importance of bees. The public needs to understand the role they play in
the world's food source, the healthful properties of honey, threats to bees, kinds of bees, how to split a hive, how to move a
hive, observation hives, removal or moving a hive demonstration, how to start in beekeeping, etc.
Canyon Of The Eagles - A Calibre Resort | Burnet, Texas | Lake Buchanan
I think everyone will love our beautiful resort. A presenter may enjoy themself before or after their presentation as our guest.
And, they may sell their bee-related products during their presentation.
If you are interested, please contact:
Paula Schechter
Director of Marketing
16942 Ranch Road 2341
Burnet, Texas 78611
Cell: (210) 737-9040
Paula@CanyonOfTheEagles.com
www.CanyonOfTheEagles.com

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Honey Bee Survey

WCABA would love to know how your 2021 Honey Harvest went and if there's anything we can do to
help make this year successful.
Additionally, if you had hives during the 2021 Winter storm, we'd like to know how they fared.
All data collected will be kept anonymous and only used to improve WCABA presentations and club
functions.
To complete the survey, please go to the Google Forms Link below (the forms.gle url is shortened url!)
and fill it out.
https://forms.gle/E9Qx94kMbD2GHoDv5

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Ever wonder about Flo Hives? Here is an opportunity to learn “hands on.”
One of our members who lives in Georgetown has become allergic to bees.
He was looking after 2 Flo Hives for his son who is in the Armed Service.
He is looking for someone to take care of those hives for him.
If you would be willing to help please email: info@wcaba.org

11

Membership Report: Shirley Doggett
Membership Report January 2022
New Members:
Wesley and Melissa Freeman
Ernest Yates.

Renewing Members

Brent and Suzanne Betts.
Ann Bierschenk.
Aaron Carpenter.
Caitlyn and John Combs.
Benjy Cox.
Bill Gregory.
Deja Elder and Tony Leftwich
Robert McGammon.
Frank and Lu Morgan.
Lori Rasberry.
Jim Ray.
Barbi Rose
Bill and Debbie Soja.
Michael and David Walters.

Round Rock
Burnet
Georgetown
Georgetown
Round Rock
Liberty Hill
Dale
Georgetown
Georgetown
Florence
Copperas Cove
Thorndale
Georgetown
Cedar Park
Liberty Hill
Liberty Hill

Thank you to all those who
have paid their 2022 dues.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

WILLIAMSON COUNTY AREA BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION

Dues: $20.00 per year - individual or $25.00 - family membership
New Member / Renewing Member
(circle one)
Date:______________________

Name:___________________________________________________Amount: $ ____________
Cash or Check #_________
Address:______________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip:_________________________________________________________________
Phone: (

)____________________ e-mail:_______________________________________
(please print)

To save postage cost may we send your Newsletter via e-mail? Yes[

] No[

]

Instructions: print , fill out, and bring to club meeting , or mail with check to Membership

Mrs. Shirley Doggett - 400 C. R. 440 - Thrall, TX 76578 - Ph.512/924-5051
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WCABA Minutes for November 11, 2021 Board Meeting
The meeting came was called to order at 7:03 pm
Attending: Phil Ainslie, Chris Huck, Shannon Montez, Jimmie Oakley, Linda Russell, Gary Bible, Shirley
Doggett, Barbi Rose, Gillian Mattison
•

The board approved the minutes from the September executive board.

•

Membership report: We have over 200 members. New members were added to 2022 roster.

•
TBA Convention Report by Shirley Doggett. Very few attended from WCABA. Perhaps
this may be due to the Galveston location in addition to covid.
o
WCABA donated steak knives for the auction. The knife set sold for $150. Kay
Oakley’s centerpiece sold for $50.
•
Zoom report: Shannon Montez that last month’s meeting at the library had no glitches as far
as she knows. Matt Ludlum will report to the board if additional technical equipment is needed.
•
Meeting attendance: the library attendance was 29, according to Shirley
Doggett. Unfortunately, we do not have the numbers at this time for the zoom meeting.
•
Program report: Linda Russell
The October program by Texas A&M postgraduate on bee diseases was well received.
Linda discussed the importance of consistency in the 101 programs. Phil Ainslie said he would
teach the 101 programs. Linda Russell will contact Jim Colbert to get the slide set for Phil. Phil
will begin the 101 programs in January.
•
Once again, there was a discussion of having a breakaway session for the more advanced
members. There was some discussion about keeping the program basic to keep with our goal to
provide beekeeping education and incentive for new beekeepers. Ultimately the board decided to
attempt both 101 and 201 programs Feb. thru April 2022
•
Library space: WCABA has reserved for the second-floor large room until Jan 2022. Linda
Russell will check with library to be sure and also secure the second room for the advanced classes.
•

Our November meeting will be about Bee-friendly plants

•
Shannon Montez said she would be unable to attend the November meeting. Gillian agreed
to conduct the session.
•

Annual nuc. and queen order:
o
Gary Bible has contacted Merrimack. Wes Card requested that we pay 10 %
down. The payment was proposed and seconded. No surprise, the cost has gone up to $10
per nuc. The quantity discounts will determine the final price our club will pay. Our load
limit will be about 310 nucs.
o
Phil Ainslie will make contact with the drivers for the Louisiana Nuc pickup.
o
There was a discussion of what constitutes first-year membership for bee
procurement. The topic will be added to the January board meeting.

•
Queens: Gary requested that we purchase 200 queens this year. Jimmie agreed. Jimmie
Oakley will contact B Weaver.
•
Treasurer report: Barbi Rose reported that we have about $37,000 in the account. Barbi will
mail the $3900 for Merrimack’s down payment.
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•
The board discussed making another donation to the Nevin Weaver Fund. After the
discussion, the proposal was made and seconded to donate $1000 to the Nevin Weaver fund.
•
Shannon Montez requested an article about the Texas A&M honeybee lab in the
newsletter. Jimmie agreed to write the essay.
•

Scholarship report by Jimmie Oakley:
o
The program will be reviewed and evaluated at a committee meeting, including some
of the board members and Randy Oakley. In addition, a March 2022 scholarship committee
meeting time and place will be announced. The committee will include but not be limited to
the following: Gary Bible, Barbi Rose, Jimmie Oakley, Randy Oakley, Shirley Doggett,
Chris Doggett.

•
Election Committee report: Shirley Doggett, Gillian Mattison, and Jimmie Oakley reported
the existing officers would continue in their positions. Before the actual election, there will be an
opportunity for nominations from the floor.
•

Newsletter: Shannon reminded the board to submit their articles.

•
Mentoring: The club continues to have a shortage of mentors. Requests will pick up as we
approach spring. Phil Ainslie continues to monitor and respond to website questions and
requests. He reported that we currently have only ten mentors in our group. Shannon suggested that
questions submitted on our website be included in the newsletter. Jimmie Oakley and Phil Ainslie
agreed. Suggestions included: requests at the meetings (which we have done in the past to no avail),
mentors presenting experiences mentoring at the meetings, resuming the Sunday “Bee-Buzz”
(perhaps every other month). The committee came to no definite conclusion about getting more
members involved in mentoring.
•
Honey Queen: The committee is anxious to get the program restarted after the suspension
due to covid. A queen coordinator committee chair has yet to be recruited. Jimmie reported that a
high school young lady had expressed an interest in the queen/princess program. An interview with
the interested person or persons was suggested. It was recommended that we announce a honey
queen opening in the newsletter if the person previously mentioned is no longer interested.
•
Shannon Montez stated that Collin County Bee Club reached out to us regarding the
resumption of our Honey Queen program. After this executive meeting discussion, Shannon will
report back to Collin County.
•

A discussion opened about a manual for what to do as a honey queen.
o
Jimmie Oakley said that he has a manual that was developed a few years ago. It will
need updating due to the changes in technology. A couple of the primary things are the State
Fair and the TBA convention. Besides these two requirements, a presentation once a month
or so is expected.
o
Jimmie Oakley mentioned that scholarship money was given to the queen after her
service. The amount was $2000.

•
Other:
Gillian Mattison said she had an e-mail from a retired beekeeper (Dennis Brown) regarding two books
he wrote available on Amazon. He requested that we mention his books in our newsletter or at the
meeting.
At about 8:45 pm, the meeting was adjourned with a Happy Thanksgiving and a Merry Christmas.
Phil Ainslie, Secretary
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