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The WCABA has been meeting (post pandamic) in person at the
Georgetown Public Library for over six months now, but as a result of
what we learned about “virtual meetings” we now understand what a
value they can be. Therefore, we will probably continue to schedule a
Zoom meeting in conjunction with our regular meeting. We would
certainly enjoy your presence at the next meeting on March 22nd
(fourth Tuesday), but if you can’t, then tune in to the broadcast virtually
via “Zoom” software.
Click Zoom meeting link below.
If you are planning to join from an iPhone or iPad, be sure to
download this application first: https://apps.apple.com/us/app/zoomcloud-meetings/id546505307
We look forward to seeing you there Tuesday night @ 7PM!
GT Library - Hewlett Rm– 402 W 8th Street Georgetown 78626
Topic: WCABA Member Meeting
Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82475068933?pwd=aHRiRjc3bS9kYXJGS2g5THVpOEx2UT09

Meeting ID: 824 7506 8933
Passcode: 909659

PROGRAM Speaker:

Phil Ainslie
“5-Frame Nuc Installation”
Phil will be covering Nuc Installation for all those
getting nucs for the first time. Also, discussion of what
beekeepers should do in the month of April, w/Q & A.

Dodie Stillman
“What to Expect When You are Inspecting”

Dodie Stillman - TBA V.P.

Dodie Stillman is a member of the Williamson County Area Beekeepers
Association (WCABA), Past President of the Austin Area Beekeepers (AABA),
and currently the Vice President of the Texas Beekeepers Association (TBA).
She is a Master Beekeeper in the Texas Master Beekeepers Program and can be
found most weekends teaching a beginner or intermediate level beekeeping class.
She teaches at the Texas Honey Bee Farm, and will be teaching at Texas Bee
Supply when the Elgin store opens this summer.
Dodie will use her knowledge as a Master Beekeeper and her experience as
an instructor to guide you through that all important first hive inspection.
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Spring Has Sprung….
a note from your President
Now that spring is officially here, you will begin to see more activity in your
bee yard. When visiting my hives, I see bees coming back with pollen and
know that the hive is about ready to get much busier. When looking around,
you may miss the flowering trees and plants, but the bees haven’t. With the
warmer weather, we will soon start to see the white
blooms of the Mexican Plum tree. This tree explodes
Mexican Plum
with beautiful white blooms. The Texas Redbud is
another tree that indicates spring is here. Although the blooms don’t last long, it is a
beautiful tree for any yard. We have a few that grow in our gulley and it’s worth
wandering down the steep terrain to glimpse this in the spring. Both trees grow in
Texas Redbud
full sun or partial shade and seems to tolerate almost any soil. Once established, it is
quite drought-tolerant. They are perfect for small yards since they don’t grow very tall. If you stand still,
you can start to see all types of activity around both of these trees. There is plenty of pollen and the bees
love these two trees.
Another sign of spring is dandelions. Even in the colder weather, you will begin to see dandelions pop up.
For my father, dandelions were always a nuisance but that has not been the view of others in the health field.
For centuries, some have used dandelion (Taraxacum officinale) for its many healing properties. I discovered
it’s a great replacement to coffee. “Dandy Blend” has dandelion root and chicory root. If you’re looking to
replace your daily coffee, you may want to consider this. Dandelion is used for helping with liver
disorders, diabetes, urinary disorders, jaundice, and even anemia. It might also help in maintaining bone
health, skincare, and weight loss and known to help with improving appetite, reducing muscle pain,
stomach disorders, and it can help treat bruises as well. The leaf, flower, and root are used for a variety of
ailments.
A recent study found that dandelion may help protect the immune system against various diseases It has
antimicrobial properties and may1 aid in preventing bacterial infections. A
2018 study suggests dandelions have antibacterial properties that
fight Staphylococcus aureus bacteria. Some in the health field believe that
dandelion can help us detoxify. There is also some evidence to indicate that it
may help to rid your body of excess fluids, which helps with lowering blood
pressure. Dandelion has been prescribed for children who are experiencing constipation2. For those with
sensitive skin, Dandelion sap, also known as dandelion milk, has been useful for treating skin diseases,
which are caused by microbial and fungal infections. I don’t recommend tasting the sap as it is very bitter.
The sap is highly alkaline and has germicidal, insecticidal, and fungicidal properties.3
Dandelion is not picky and can be found in any climate. Dandelions produce on average 15,000 seeds per
dandelion plant and up to 10 flowers per plant. For those of you with a rock yard, like all other “weeds”
the dandelion seeds will find a place to root. They don’t need more than 1” to grow. The bees love the
bright yellow flowers and it’s a great springtime flower.
Shannon

Characterisation of antimicrobial extracts from dandelion root (Taraxacum officinale) using LC-SPE-NMR - PubMed (nih.gov)
14 Verified Remedies & Treatments for Constipation | Organic Facts
3 Isolation and Identification of Compounds from Bioactive Extracts of Taraxacum officinale Weber ex F. H. Wigg. (Dandelion) as
a Potential Source of Antibacterial Agents - PubMed (nih.gov)
1
2
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Bee Research Pearls
Compiled by Phil Ainslie

Dark Honey Has More Illness-fighting Agents Than Light Honey
Honeybees pollinate the crops we eat and provide honey. So, where they forage for
nectar now has gained nutritional importance: What they eat determines the level of
antioxidants in honey, according to new research.
Phil Anislie - Secretary
In a study that analyzed 19 samples of honey from 14 different floral sources,
University of Illinois scientists found that honey made from nectar collected from Illinois buckwheat flowers packs
20 times the antioxidant punch as that produced by bees that lap up California sage. Clover, perhaps the most
common plant source. tapped by honeybees, scored in the middle of the rankings
The findings could impact the beekeeping industry, which has been growing nationwide, mainly as a hobby,
Robinson (director of the U. of I. bee research facility) said. "Bees are essential for pollinating many of the crops
we grow for food and fiber. The estimated value of bee pollination in America alone is $10 billion per year," he
said. "Now, honey may also take on extra importance as there may be health issues to add to the equation. Not all
nectars are created equal; thus, not all kinds of honey are created equal."
Source: The University of Illinois at Urban-Champaign

A Caffeine Buzz Helps Bees Learn to Find Specific Flowers
Researchers have shown that feeding bumble bees caffeine helps them better remember the smell of a specific
flower with nectar inside. While previous studies have shown that bees like caffeine and will more frequently visit
caffeinated flowers to get it, this study shows that consuming caffeine in their nest helps bees find certain flowers
outside of the nest.
Scientists already know that caffeine, which is found naturally in plants like coffee and citrus, plays a role in
converting bees into faithful customers of caffeinated flowers. But previous experiments where bees showed a
preference for the smell of flowers with caffeinated nectar have primarily been designed to give bees caffeine at
the flower itself. With that setup, it's difficult to pinpoint the role caffeine plays: do caffeinated bees actually have
better memories, or do they just crave the caffeine?
To answer this question, Arnold and the team (including researchers from NRI and also NIAB EMR, a
horticultural research organization in the UK) decided to give the bees caffeine at their nest instead. At the same
time, they learned to associate a specific smell -- a synthetic odor blend that mimics the scent of a strawberry
flower -- with a delicious sugar solution. Importantly, afterward, when they were sent out to forage for food and
chose the strawberry-scented flowers, they would be rewarded with sugary but decaffeinated nectar.
Their research showed that: 1. 70.4% of the caffeinated bees visited the strawberry flowers first –much higher
than chance. 2. This preference did not last long. The bees quickly got over their early preference for strawberry
flowers and began visiting the other type of flowers almost equally too. 3. The caffeine had a subtle effect on
bees' "handling speed," i.e., the number of flowers they visited in a given amount of time. All bees got faster over
time, but the caffeine bees improved the most rapidly, suggesting that caffeine may also improve motor learning
skills.
These findings have significant implications for agriculture, says Arnold, a researcher at the Natural Resources
Institute (NRI) of the University of Greenwich in the UK. She points to strawberry farmers, who are likely buying
several dozen, or perhaps hundreds, of boxes of commercial bumblebees every year -- many of which may stray
toward neighboring wildflowers instead of the intended strawberries. But by teaching the bees to prefer the crop
with caffeine, Arnold says, "we leave wildflower resources for the wild bees, and the growers are getting more
value for their money spent on the nests. So, it's a win-win solution for everybody."
Source: Cell Press
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A Sustainable Apiary for Central Texas
Create Stability in New Colonies - Promote Spring Comb Production
Submitted by Randy Oakley

Right now, our beehives are building their populations in order to have enough bees by May to
make surplus honey from wildflowers such as Indian Blanket and Horsemint. When the
worker bee population in March and April is rapidly increasing, and nectar and pollen supplies
are abundant, a honey bee colony will often begin swarm preparations. A swarm is an annual
reproductive event whereby one colony becomes two. As beekeepers, we mimic this natural
event by creating a nucleus beehive from a mature hive in our apiary. This artificial swarm, or
nucleus beehive, can then be used to increase our hive numbers, or it can be sold.
Buying a “nuc” from an established beekeeper is a good way for
a beginner to get started. A nucleus beehive is a hive in
miniature - all the essential components are present. In this nuc,
a newly mated queen will have been laying eggs for a couple of
weeks and the broodnest will span 2 to 3 frames, with brood in
all stages. The two frames on either side of the broodnest will
contain honey and pollen stores, as well as some empty comb
and maybe some areas that are still foundation. When the
beekeeper picks up a five frame nucleus colony it is usually
ready to be installed into a full size box of either eight or ten
frame capacity.
In Central Texas, nucs are commonly available for pickup
5-frame nuc installed into an 8-frame box
beginning the middle of April. Once these units are installed
into a full size bee box they need food resources to grow. I recommend feeding 1 to 1 sugar
syrup, a concentration that mimics nectar in nature. Mix 8 lbs of white sugar to 1 gallon (8
lbs) of water. One gallon of water plus 8 lbs of sugar will yield 1.5
gallons of 1 to 1 syrup.
One of the most important products that a nucleus hive can produce its
first spring is beeswax comb. Initially there may not be enough room
in the two to three combs that make up the broodnest for the queen to
lay eggs at maximum capacity. Foundation needs to be drawn into
comb rapidly for a new hive to swiftly grow in population. Since a
relatively small number of forager bees bring in nectar initially, this
growth can be painfully slow. The nectar, or sugar syrup that you
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strong hive drawing out
foundation nicely.

provide them, is the carbohydrate source that gives the wax-secreting house bees the calories
they need to fashion comb onto the foundation. By providing sugar syrup free choice in the
beehive cavity, day and night, the first spring, we are helping the small, young hive get off to a
rapid start. We have had very good success helping beginners get their hives built from a fiveframe nucleus hive in mid-April to a two deep hive by the end of May - full of comb and bees.
In this six-week period we commonly feed 10 to 12 gallons of sugar syrup per hive.
There is a limited time window that bees in Texas will draw comb successfully. Once we are
into the heat of summer it is difficult to inspire bees to produce comb even with the feeding of
sugar syrup. It is vital to encourage a new hive to establish itself by producing several boxes
of deep comb during its rookie spring season. Once a hive has built comb, then they are able
to fill it with eggs, pollen, and honey during other parts of the year when comb production is
less certain.
When a five-frame nucleus hive has outgrown its nuc box
then we transfer it into an eight-frame deep box. We hang
the five frames of bees in the middle of the box and then
add a frame of foundation on either side of the frames of
bees. Finally, we add a ¾ gallon frame feeder in the last
slot against the wall.
We refill the frame feeder with syrup once a week for
several weeks. Usually, after a couple of weeks, the bees
have drawn out the two frames of foundation that were
inserted on either side of the nucleus hive frames. By this
time we are into May and we add a second eight frame
deep box that contains seven frames of foundation and
another ¾ gallon frame feeder. We now fill both feeders
weekly with syrup. By feeding 1 ½ gallons of syrup
April 14th to May 31 with 10 gallons of syrup
weekly through May we generally have two boxes full of
comb and bees by the end of the month and add a third eight frame deep box containing only
frames of foundation, without a feeder, for the bees to draw out.
If you make the investment of sugar syrup into your beehive initially, then it will repay you
with a stable beehive filled with drawn comb that will be ready to survive its first winter.
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NUC & QUEEN PICKUP DATE IS SATURDAY,
APRIL 16TH, 7 AM – 3 PM
AT THE BOST FARM - 4355 CR 110 GEORGETOWN, TX 78626

1. Nuc and Queen pickup date is Saturday, April 16th at the
Bost Farm from 7 am till 3 pm. Please follow the posted
signs as you enter the Bost Farm. Our Nuc & Queen
delivery process runs on a VOUCHER system. We use
your PICKUP VOUCHER to reconcile our delivery to
you. BRING YOUR PAPER VOUCHER THAT WAS
EMAILED TO YOU. WE WILL NOT DELIVER NUCS
OR QUEENS FROM A PICTURE OF YOUR
VOUCHER ON YOUR PHONE.
Traffic Pattern at the Bost Farm
2. If you are picking up nucs, bring a pickup truck if possible.
Nuc(s) will be placed in the back of the truck by our Nuc Retrievers. After receiving your nuc(s),
pull forward down the lane and secure your nuc(s) with bungee cords to keep them from
sliding/overturning in transport. We will not be responsible for replacing “over-turned nucs”.

3. Immediately take your nuc(s) to their FINAL LOCATION and load them into your prepared
boxes. Ensure you find/see your queen. If you cannot load your nuc(s) that day, place them at
their FINAL LOCATION, open their entrance, and let them FREE-FLY. If you leave them
penned, they may overheat and die. We will not be responsible for replacing overheated nuc(s).
4. Feed your nuc(s) sugar water - 1:1 ratio. Again, feed your nuc(s)!
5. If you cannot pick up your Nuc(s) on delivery day, schedule someone pick up your nuc(s) for
you. Late pickups cause club members extra work and time away from their families and their
beekeeping duties.
6. If you discover a queenless or a very weak nuc, contact us as soon as possible at 512-923-0410.
At this point, we will start to work to place a good queen into it.
The success of this monumental process works because of our club members (volunteers). COUNTLESS
hours of planning and execution have gone into providing superb nucs and queens to you. Many people
have worked throughout the night to drive to Louisiana, to fetch, load, haul nucs to Texas, unload them,
screen them, locate them and deliver them to you. As you load your nucs into your boxes, consider the
kind of dedicated, service-oriented club the Williamson County Area Beekeeping Association is! Thanks
for being beekeepers with us. From WCABA, happy beekeeping in 2022!
Gary Bible
WCABA Nuc & Queen Procurement Coordinator
Email: glbible@austin.rr.com
Cell: 512-923-0410
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Practical Experiences in the Bee Yard
Have you noticed what is going on in the outside world? In my area, the lawn is not
green but has that hint it will not be long before a green mat appears. If you are lucky,
there will also be some Henbit, Dandelions and some five petal light purple flowers on
a single stem that bees really like to work. When the bee puts her full weight on the
flower, the stem is not strong enough to support her weight and the flower slowly bends
it head until the bee finishes her work and moves to the next inviting bloom. I am waiting
for a Master Gardener to identify this plant for me!

Stanford Brantley *

While driving through a branch bottom the other day, I saw my first maples showing really red on the ends of
the limbs. It is not going to be long before the oak, elms, redbuds and privet hedge provide pollen or nectar for
the buildup of 2022 hives. Our bees are just waiting for more consistently warm weather to begin their life
cycle of swarming and making a honey crop for us. What we are now doing and how we have prepared
through the winter will determine our crop outcome.
An avid fisherman told me last week that he was already seeing a surprising amount of pollen floating in the
lake. Elms along the shorelines were already showing a good bloom. He said that a consistent breeze was
pushing pollen downwind. It was collecting as a surface scum of pollen in the backs of downwind coves.
For the newer keepers of bees, know that the warmth and the length of the day dictates the actions of the
queen and triggers her to begin laying eggs in the hive. On a seventy degree day last week, I checked several
hives for capped brood. Of the four hives inspected, three had solid bottom boards and one had a screened
bottom board. I was not prepared for what I found. The three with solid bottom boards each had a medium
super of honey. The screened bottom board had a deep brood box with about forty pounds of honey. This was
a hive I was using to try and save a high-dollar queen, separating the two brood boxes with an excluder. This
hive had at least a frame and a half more capped brood than the hives with the solid bottoms. I will clarify that
I did not close off the screened bottom board but left it open all winter. I do not think it is necessary to close
the screened bottoms in our Texas winters.
While inspecting for capped brood, I noticed about thirty-forty Hive Beetles on the caped frames of honey in
the brood chambers. The frames were covered with bees and you did not notice the beetles until the bees
moved out of the way. Why were the beetles there? The bees were keeping the beetles warm, probably also
feeding them. The beetles were biding their time and waiting for better spring weather before the female
begins to get interested in laying eggs.
In a recent article in one of the bee publications, the writer diagrammed a method of feeding pollen patties
that allowed the bees to have access to the patty from all sides. He used ¼ inch hardware cloth attached to a
bracket that kept the patty suspended. If you are considering feeding a patty to your bees, consider
experimenting with placing the patty on top of a queen excluder. Since the workers can pass through the
excluder, they would have access to the bottom of the patty as well as the sides and top.
Questions are always asked about the best hive configuration for our Ark-La-Tex area. This area has a
relatively short nectar flow, usually beginning when you see the Plum trees bloom (late February-mid-March)
and ending around the third week of June. A commercial beekeeper whose goal is to obtain the maximum
amount of honey will use two brood boxes. For a small scale beginner with a couple hives, I would suggest a
single brood box. The single brood box hive requires you to look at only ten frames when you are doing a hive
inspection, looking for a queen, or checking for varora mites. A single brood hive is also lighter if you have to
move it around. With proper management, it will produce enough honey to meet your needs and possibly give
some to friends and family members.
* Stanford Brantley lives in Jefferson Texas and is a member of WCABA
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Membership Report: Shirley Doggett
March 2022
New Members:
Cindi Chan
Moser Christian
April Cothran
Charles Gersbach
Rachel & James Hagan
Mark & Nancy Knenek
Johnny Kubicek
Ryan Ohendalski
Ted Robertson
Jesse & Wendi Strength
Greg Wagner

Burnet
Liberty Hill
Leander
Bartlett
Georgetown
Lexington
Lexington
Hutto
Bertram
Burnet
Rockdale

Renewing Members
Susie & Mike Bowles
Ken Dennis & Linda Becker
Gary & Laura Cassens
Greg & Karen Devine
Kay Freund
Mary Alice & Callie Herring
Roy Markham
Chad Kious
Sarita & Larry Marshal
Deborah Michel
Edward & Hattie Mora
Kimberly & Kevin Nesmith
Gerald Ortiz
Ralph Poya
Jerrie Pouch
Don Schwertner
Art & Anne Smith
Dodie Stillman.
Jeff Terrell.
Rob Zurovec.

Liberty Hill
Coupland
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Briggs
Round Rock
Round Rock
Burnett
Elgin
Round Rock
Lampasas
Burnet
Georgetown
Taylor
Jarrell
Bertram
Round Rock
Georgetown
Liberty Hill

Alan Brumley.
Leander
Jeremy & Ashlie Despain
Georgetown
Josh & Kim Crozier
Florence
Joe Dorn
Belton
Robyn Guerrera
Austin
Albert Janecka
Taylor
Don Parsons
Georgetown
Nancy Kunschik
Taylor
Jerry & Harriett Mikus
Pflugerville
Kenneth Miller
Elgin
Scott & Julie Gunter
Georgetown
John Norman
Florence
Karrin & John Pate
Georgetown
John & Rachel Perkins
Taylor
Jason Rask
Georgetown
Jimmy Shields
Georgetown
Calvin & Sandra Starritt
Liberty Hill
Mike Tenbrook
Volente
Dakota & Katherine Wampler Hutto

Thank you for your Subscription or Membership Renewal ~
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Shirley

WCABA Exec. Board Meeting Minutes, January 20, 2022
Attendees: Phil Ainslie, Jimmie Oakley, Shirley Doggett, Gillian Mattison, Matt Ludlum, Linda Russel, Randy Oakley.
Absent: Barbi Rose and Chris Huck
•

Minutes: The November minutes were accepted with revisions.

• Membership: Shirley Doggett reported that we have 40 paid-up members.
Shirley also said that a club member is looking for someone to look after his two “flow hives.” Therefore, the Board
concluded that an announcement would be given at the November meeting and also placed in the newsletter.
•

Bee and Queen orders: The orders are coming in more slowly this year. We have about 51 nucs 11 queens ordered so
far.
o Phil Ainslie reported that we have four drivers. Jim Ray, Phil Ainslie, Steve Hoskins, and John Hibbard.
Jimmie stated that John will not be available the week before the pickup date of April 16th or the week after.

•

Treasurer report: Barbi Rose was not available for the information.

•

Scholarship report: Jimmie Oakley reported that the WCABA scholarship application on the website needs to be
updated. Jimmie will contact Rachel Glass regarding the application.

•

Shannon Montez inquired about storing all the presentation power points for the future. Matt Ludlum will
investigate the best method for the club to store them electronically. The presentation discussion was tabled until the
next board meeting.

•

Programs report by Linda Russell: Phil Ainslie will be doing beekeeping 101, “Bee Biology.” Randy Oakley will do
201, “Vertical Split.” A discussion on presenting both live programs via zoom revealed some logistical problems.
Matt Ludlum will determine the feasibility of doing both.
The February program will be 101, “Equipment,” and 201 will be “Jackass Honey.”
It was proposed that last year’s scholarship recipients do a short 5-minute oral report at a future meeting, possibly in
February.

•

Queen and Ambassador program: The Queen and Ambassador program will be explained to the members at the
January meeting.

•

Scholarship Committee report by Randy Oakley: Randy reported that a decision was made to shorten the program to
one year rather than the 18-month program. Randy had some indications of program fatigue by both the recipients
and mentors associated with the more extended program. The program will be limited to 3 participants. This year’s
program will be at the Georgetown Gardens again.
o Jimmie stated that scholarship announcements would be in the WCABA newsletter, FFA, and public-school
Agriculture programs. Also, Feb. 15th will be the final day for the WCABA application submittal.
o The committee proposed a meeting with the applicants and parents to outline the WCABA Scholarship
program.

•

Workshops: The Scholarship Committee discussed a mini workshop for the applicants that do not receive a
scholarship.
o In addition, Shannon stated that we should consider additional workshops for the members. For
example, such things as mite treatment, use of wax, split demonstration, etc. Jimmie proposed giving
timely workshops. We should provide the workshop just before a beekeeper would need the training.
Further discussion regarding the member mini-workshops will occur at the March meeting.

•

Youth Beekeeping Grant: This is a Texas Honeybee Education Association project that gives $1000 grants to
beekeeping clubs for youth beekeeping education. It was decided not to apply for this grant so that smaller
clubs could apply.

•

Canyon of the Eagles resort is looking for a beekeeping presenter to speak at their Birds, Bees and Butterflies
event in March and April. Their request will be placed in our newsletter.

The WCABA Committee meeting closed at 8:20 PM Jan 20, 2022
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Williamson County Area Beekeepers Association
Treasurer's Report - As of March 17, 2022
Profit and Loss
ACCOUNTS
Income
Program Income - Bee Procurement
Program Income - Membership Dues
Total Income

Jan 01, 2022 to Mar 17, 2022
$51,730.00
$3,560.00
$55,290.00

Cost of Goods Sold
Bees
Total Cost of Goods Sold

$39,000.00
$39,000.00

Gross Profit

$16,290.00

Operating Expenses
Insurance
Speaker Fees
Website and Zoom
Total Operating Expenses

$1,267.00
$100.00
442.57
$1,809.57

Net Profit

$14,480.43

Balance Sheet
As of March 17, 2022

ACCOUNTS
Assets
Total Cash and Bank
Total Assets
Liabilities
Total Liabilities

$50,549.61
$50,549.61
$0.00

Assets & Liabilities

$50,549.61

Equity
Retained Earnings - Prior Years
Retained Earnings - Current Year
Total Equity
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$36,069.18
$14,480.43
$50,549.61

