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PROGRAM: TUESDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2020 @ 7PM 
The program will introduce beekeepers to Integrated Pest Management as a 
concept and provide an overview of how to incorporate it into their own apiary 
management strategies.  
Guest Speaker:  Taylor Powell  
Texas Apiary Inspection Service 
Chief Apiary Inspector. 
Taylor Powell has been the chief 
apiary inspector with the Texas 
Apiary Inspection Service since 
June of this year and has been with 
the agency for two and a half years. 
She graduated from Lubbock 
Christian University with a 
Bachelor of Science in Animal 
Science and has since been pursuing 
her Master’s degree with 
Pennsylvania State University’s 
World Campus for Homeland Security: Agricultural Biosecurity and Food 
Defense. Since becoming chief, Taylor has placed emphasis on the importance 
of mitigating the spread of honey bee pests and diseases through beekeeper 
education. 
   _________________________________________________________________    

We would certainly enjoy your presence at the next meeting on October 25th 
(forthTuesday), but if you can’t, then tune in to broadcast virtually via “Zoom”.    
 If you are planning to join from an iPhone or iPad, be sure to download this 
application first: https://apps.apple.com/us/app/zoom-cloud-meetings/id546505307 
 

We look forward to seeing you there Tuesday night @ 7PM! 
GT Library - Hewlett Rm– 402 W 8th Street Georgetown 78626 
 

Topic: WCABA Member Meeting (and Beekeeping 101) 
Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime 
Join Zoom Meeting	
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82475068933?pwd=aHRiRjc3bS9kYXJGS2g5THVpOEx2UT09	
Meeting ID: 824 7506 8933.    Passcode: 909659    	
 

  Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kgiQC6z7D 
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Philanthropy… 
 

a note from your President 
Shannon Montez 

   For many years, our club struggled to keep much money in our account.  However, 
over the last few years, our club has seen our bank balance increase and we can now 
look at ways to contribute towards helping the bees. The primary purpose of our club is 
to provide education and we do this through our scholarship program and our monthly 
member meetings.  We’ve brought in some great speakers who have provided 
educational information about keeping bees while also helping all of us become better 
beekeepers.  The balance in our account has continued to grow and we would like to 
find ways to help fellow beekeepers.  We are looking for organizations who might 
benefit from a scholarship or grant from our club.  In the past we have provided a small 
scholarship to organizations such as 4-H, provided continued supported to Brookwood 
in Georgetown (BIG) in, and recently donated funds to the Nevin Weaver Beekeeping 
Excellence fund.  While this is a small sample of what we have done, we would like to 
find more ways that we can be good stewards of the funds our club has. 

   If you are aware of an organization beneficial to beekeeping that is in need of funds, 
we would like to find ways to support that organization.  Some organizations require 
money, while some require our members “beekeeping” services (such as BIG).  We 
have formed a committee and if you are aware of an organization/club, please reach 
out through our website or at our member meetings.  

   Every other year, we also review the Bi-Laws and make any changes appropriate.  
We will be voting on the minor changes to our Bi-Laws.  We reviewed the Bi-Laws at 
our last board meeting, and these are the changes we are proposing (highlighted): 

Section II: Duty of Officers  

   The Treasurer shall accept from the Membership Director all membership dues and 
all other money collected by the association. He or she shall dispense the funds of the 
association for the incidental expenses of the association as directed by the Executive 
Board.  A report shall be published in the WCABA newsletter.  A oral report printed 
report shall be given at the Executive Board meetings and published in the newsletter.  
The monthly bank statement is to be made available to the treasurer and an additional 
board member approved by the board.  The president or a quorum of the board may 
request audits at any time.  

Added in Social Media Coordinator     Shannon 
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How Far do Honeybees Fly from their Hives? 
submitted	by	Phil	Ainslie	

			Honeybees fly as little as possible but as far as necessary to find their 
supplies, including nectar, pollen, water, and plant resins. 
   Like the rest of us, honeybees try to conserve energy. So, if all the 
supplies you need are just outside your door, you don't need to go 
further. The same applies to honeybees: they fly as far as they must but 
no further. 
   However, remember that food isn't the only resource honeybees need. 
They also collect water, pollen, and plant resins for making propolis. 
Therefore, when calculating flight distances, we must remember to 
consider all the items they need and the distance to them. For example, 
when pollen is plentiful near home but nectar is not, the nectar foragers will make longer trips 
while the pollen foragers stay closer to home. 
Most honeybees can fly further than they do 
   Studies have shown that most honeybees stay within a two-mile radius of their hive. But when 
scientists released and recaptured tagged bees, they discovered that they were capable of 
flying much longer distances. Extremes of five, six, or more miles have been recorded. 
   At some point, however, it takes so much energy to fly long distances that the bees use nearly 
all the nectar or water they collect. The maximum distance that makes collection worthwhile 
depends on many things, including the climate and weather. Variables like wind, rain or 
excessive heat can also make those long trips dangerous. 
Not all hive locations are equally rich 
   If a hive is placed near a large body of water, an airport, or an industrial complex, bees will 
have to fly further from home to visit the same number of flowers. Roads, parking lots, shopping 
centers, and woodlands can also pose a problem. 
   I have a friend who keeps her hives on the shore of Puget Sound. Although her bees have a 
beautiful view, half the hives' land is covered in saltwater. Given a uniform distribution of 
flowers, the water-bound bees will need to fly more miles to get the same amount of supplies. 
Colonies close to flowers are more efficient 
   Colonies living close to floral resources can fill their larders more quickly. Without a lot of 
travel time, honeybees are much more efficient. All of us are. Travel time can be a natural 
productivity killer for bees and humans. 
   Flying time is minimal when we drop our hives in the middle of an alfalfa field or almond 
orchard. Some of the largest producing colonies on record were in places like the Dakotas, 
centered within miles and miles of clover fields. The same applies to oilseed rape fields in 
Canada, with yellow as far as you can see. 
The advantage gained by scout bees 
   Scout bees, those assigned to find rich food and water sources, also keep colony efficiency 
high. They prevent wasted trips, much like the human scouts who searched for mountain 
passages ahead of the wagon trains. 
   By keeping most of the bees close to home while a few scouts fly further afield, colony energy 
expenditure can be kept at a minimum. The scouts who find something valuable will note its 
location and then go back to the hive to announce the position and richness of the find (by use of 
the waggle dance). 

Phil Ainslie - Secretary 
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When many colonies are close together, honey bees must fly further 
   If too many hives are placed close together, the bees will be forced to fly further from their 
hives. Once the bees have emptied the local shelves, so to speak, they must go further to find 
more supplies.  
   Growers who rent hives for pollination services are well aware of these problems. Without 
enough hives, the entire crop won't get adequately pollinated. But with too many hives, the bees 
you paid for end up pollinating someone else's crop. 
   Commercial pollination is a tough job in many ways, and calculating the right number of hives 
for any crop is tricky. The geometry of the fields and orchards, the strength of individual hives, 
and local weather conditions all play a part. 
Honey bees prefer all the flowers to be the same 
   New beekeepers soon learn that honey bees prefer lots of flowers of the same type. We call this 
preference floral fidelity. So when we plant home gardens with multiple small patches of 
different flowers, the honeybees will often overlook them.  Bees with high floral fidelity like to 
dedicate an entire foraging trip, or a whole day, to one type of nectar. So, if you have only two or 
three square feet of a particular plant, it generally won't attract honey bees. Other bees, though, 
including bumble bees, may be pleased with your garden. 
Pollen collectors fly the least 
   Many more plants produce pollen than produce nectar. In fact, nectar is scarce in comparison. 
All the grasses produce pollen, and many catkin-bearing trees produce pollen, such 
as cedars, alders, and birch. 
   The types of pollen from these plants are generally of lower quality for bees and usually 
missing some of the essential amino acids bees need. But when bees collect it along with other 
pollen sources, it can be part of a complete diet. Since honey bees fly considerably fewer miles to 
collect it, such pollen is probably a wise choice. 
I often see bees frolicking in these pollens, especially early in the year when nectar is scarce. The 
bees store these in the hive and then add other more balanced pollens as they become available. 
How high do honeybees fly? 
   Not very high. Similar to horizontal distances, honeybees can fly higher than they do. 
   Honey bees do much of their navigation by sight. They remember landmarks, which helps them 
find their way home. Since they like to see where they are going, there is no point in being too 
high off the ground. 
   Most drone congregation areas arise about 15 to 115 feet off the ground. Some researchers 
have speculated that traveling bees, even workers, prefer this range for long-distance flying. 
However, tall buildings, trees, and other obstacles probably cause variations in flight height. 
When do honey bees fly the furthest? 
   Individual honey bees fly the furthest when supplies run low, such as during a nectar dearth. 
Some may actually fly further than is beneficial, using up most or all of their haul before getting 
home. 
  At the same time, some may not even try to forage. Some beekeepers believe that the significant 
amount of bearding you see during a nectar dearth are foragers that choose to stay home rather 
than aimlessly waste energy. 

Rusty Burlew https://www.honeybeesuite.com wrote the article 
 

4



Practical Experiences in the Bee Yard 
 

   In October, we should begin to see the yellow flowers blooming along the 
ArkLaTex roads.  The bloom should last until the first killing frost.  With the 
unpredictable weather we have been experiencing, that frost may not occur until 
Thanksgiving although in my area of East Texas the first big frost usually happens around 
the 10th of November.  Even then, we may continue to have 85-90 degree days until 
Christmas! 

   The honey bees will continue to search diligently for the last few resources that may be 
available, trying to build up enough stores to last until spring arrives.  Beekeepers should 
pay close attention to their hives during the next couple of months to determine if sufficient 
stores have been put up.  You can do a quick check of the hive weight by lifting the back edge with two fingers, what 
we call the “two finger lift”.  Make sure the hive bottom board is not stuck to the support it is sitting on, then place 
two fingers under the middle back of the bottom board and attempt to lift the hive off its support.  If it can be easily 
lifted off the support, there are two things you should do. 
   First, do a close inspection of the hive to see contents of each frame in the brood chamber.  There should be one 
or two frames next to the outside wall that contain capped honey.  These frames of capped honey help insulate the 
hive during cold weather.  This honey will not have beautiful white cappings.  Most likely, the caps will be dark 
brown to shades of black.  If you are not sure what it is, stick the corner of your hive tool into one of the capped 
cells.  You should find it is full of honey.   
   Frames number 3 and number 8 probably will have mostly pollen with an arc of capped honey across the top of 
the frame.  The remaining frames in a ten frame single brood box should contain the eggs, larvae, pupa and capped 
brood.  Hopefully there will be a nice brood pattern laid by the queen. 
   Secondly, if you do not find the frames to be as described above, you should begin to feed 2:1 sugar syrup.  The 
supplemental feeding will allow the bees to fill those outside frames with the food needed to survive the winter.  
Using the thicker 2:1 sugar water mixture requires the bees to work less in evaporating the water content down to a 
stable stored solution.  Should you desire to do so, you can feed the commercially available liquid feeds purchased 
at the bee supply houses.   
   For a double brood box hive, the bottom box generally should still be as described above.  The top brood box will 
probably contain nine or ten frames of capped honey.  DO NOT REVERSE THE TWO BOXES.  When colder 
weather arrives, the bees will cluster in the bottom box in order to keep the brood warm until it emerges.  As the 
weather cools, the bees will consume the stores in the bottom brood box before they continue to move upward into 
the second brood box.  They will remain in the upper brood box until spring when the colony begins its bee life 
cycle again.  In March, you can decide if you want to reverse the boxes (putting the top brood box on the bottom).  
Do an inspection of the hive.  If you find the bottom brood box has no food, no brood, and no bees, you can reverse 
the boxes.  Be aware that sometimes you will find the queen and brood still in the lower box.  In that case, you may 
wish to leave the boxes as they are. 
   October is almost your last opportunity to feed the colony to ensure there are enough “fat bees” in the hive to 
carry it through until spring.  Feed any hives that are low on stores.. 
   Install your entrance reducer if you have not yet done so. 
   Check the hive for mites and treat if needed.  Remember, if there is little to no brood present, the mites will be on 
the bees.  I like to treat in October so I can pull out the treatment strips in early December. 
   October is also the time to start planning for the next bee season.  Start building your list of needed supplies 
including queens and nucs as well as woodenware. Then start watching for late season sales at the bee supply 
houses.  You can often save some money as well as beat any early spring price increases.  Check with your chosen 
queen and nuc supplier and know when they will start taking orders for spring delivery.   

Stanford Brantley 
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Honey Tasting and Judging held at September Meeting 
Submitted by Jimmie Oakley 

     Getting back on track after missing out because of Covid restrictions, the Williamson County Area 
Beekeepers finally held its annual Honey Tasting and Judging at the regular monthly meeting in September 
in celebration of National Honey Month. 
   Participation was not down just because of a restart of the long-postponed event, but because the honey 
crop in 2022 was down also.  Many reporting getting only half as much honey as in past years. An extended 
dry spell caused summer flowers to bloom out too quickly and fall flowers to bloom prematurely and very 
poorly. All this resulted in only 16 entries being submitted in the Taster’s Choice Contest and only six jars 
in the judging of honey going to the Texas Beekeeper’s Booth at the State Fair of Texas in Dallas. 
   Nevertheless, the contest and 
judging went on and a good time was 
had by all. Special guest speaker Tara 
Chapman presented a very timely 
program on tasting honey based on her 
formal training from membership in 
the American Honey Tasting Society.   
   Chris Doggett was in charge of the 
Honey Judging and was assisted by 
club member Gene Wallace and staff 
librarian Margaret Langue. 
   The Tasters Choice Competition was 
set up by Jimmie Oakley and monitored by Ann Bierschenk. 
   Ann logged the sixteen samples, recorded the name of the 
beekeepers and the location and source of the honey, and assigned a number to each sample. 
   After Tara Chapman’s presentation the club members engaged in the tasting set up in the classroom.   

Honey Judging: Gene Wallace, Chris Doggett                 
and Margaret Langue 

Everyone getting in on the honey tasting Ann Bierschenk registered the Taster’s Choice honey 
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Pictures from Honey Judging & Tasting 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
With the honey judging done, and tasting complete, and the votes tallied it’s time to recognize and 
announce the winners. The honey going to the State Fair of Texas in Dallas was judged on merit 
according to the 100-point scoresheet and all the entries received points sufficient to be recognized as 
blue ribbon quality this year. The winners were: Bost Apiaries-Jimmie Oakley, Buttercup Honey Co.-Ann 
Bierschenk, Goats Do Roam Farm – Gene Wallace, Susan Kruger of Taylor, and Shannon Montez from 
Leander. Congratulations all. 
   The Taster’s Choice judging was more subjective based on “your” taste, but we did have winners. 
There was a total of 124 votes cast (meaning 40+ members participated) and every sample got at least one 
vote. Third place (white ribbon) was a tie at 9 votes between Nancy Kunschik (Taylor) and Ann 
Bierschenk (Georgetown). 
Second place (red) went to Elizabeth Miller, represented by her three daughters with 11 votes. First place 
this year (blue) went to Naaman Gunter from west of Georgetown with a total of 12 votes. All of the 
honeys were wildflower honey according to the tally sheet.  Congratulation to the winners and the tasters.  
You made it happen!            JO 

Lydia Gunter contemplates her vote April Cothran and Gene Wallace take a taste Arms and toothpicks everywhere 

Naaman, Julie & Elijah Gunter and Susan Kruger along with Linda 
Russell look at the honey judging results and score sheets 

Ann puts the finishing touches to the Taster's Choice 
tally sheet to determine who gets the ribbons 
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More Pictures from Honey Judging & Tasting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

Blue Ribbon judged honey going to the State Fair submitted by Gene Wallace, Susan Kruger, Jimmie Oakley, Ann Bierschenk and Shannon Montez 
Montez 

And the Winners Are: Nancy Kunschik and Ann Bierschenk (3rd), Elizabeth Miller, Clair, Chloe & Katie - 2nd, and Naaman Gunter 1st 
place 

Honey Tasting put on for the Library Staff by Jimmie Oakley, Directed by Ann Evans – Library Adult Services 
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WCABA Scholarship Recipients to Sell Honey at the Hill Country Fair 
 

   Although it has not been a good year for making 
honey the Scholarship Program will hold a fall 
sale of honey to raise money for future 
scholarship recipients in the “honey booth” at the 
Hill Country Arts and Crafts Fair to be held on 
Saturday November 5th (9-5PM) and Sunday 
the 6th (11-4PM) at the Sun City Texas Social 
Center at 2 Texas Drive in Georgetown. 
   In addition to selling honey the youngsters 
will be able to talk about bees, beekeeping, and 
the value and benefits of honey with visitors to 
the booth. There will be an observation hive 
with live bees to enhance the conversation with 
the general public. The booth will be located	at	
site	#827	in the Memorial Garden Area at the 
Fair	 (off the back patio on the grass by the	
lagoon). 
   The marketing of the scholarship honey in this way will complete the cycle the youngsters 
are learning about in production, processing, packaging, and selling of the fruits of their labor. 
   Additional help will be required to cover the time the booth will be open, and a volunteer 
signup sheet will be available for those wishing to help out. Also, donations of honey and 
money will be accepted at the October 25th meeting. 
   Show our scholarship youngsters your support by being a part of this worthwhile activity.  
See Jimmie Oakley, Scholarship Committee Chair, for details or to sign up. 

Look for the WCABA Honey Booth at the Hill County Fair 

 

Chris & Max McDonald, Naaman & Scott Gunter extracted honey Everyone helped: The McDonald and the Gunter families 
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Scholarship Recipients Prepare Hives for Winter 
     submitted by Jimmie Oakley 

   As fall will eventually turn into winter the scholarship 
recipients continue to check their hives for stores of both 
honey and pollen and note the presence of sealed brood, 
larva and eggs in the hive that will provide the bee 
population that will carry the hive into next spring. 
   The hives at the Heritage Community Garden are in an 
area somewhat surrounded by trees and should winter 
well as a location.  
   Mite assessment has been made and the hives treated 
accordingly, and thoughts have turned to what might still 
be necessary now and what to expect next year. 
   It has not been the best year overall, although sufficient honey 
was harvested from the hives. Stores will continue to be 
monitored through the winter and into the spring buildup when 
many hives unfortunately starve to death for lack honey even 
though fresh pollen is being brought in by the bees.  
   It is in the spring that the program protocol now calls for the 
split that will bring the increase to the bee yard. We all look 
forward to the procedure and what will be learned. 
   The recipients are scheduled to give a report or update to the 
club at the November meeting.  We look forward to that too.  JO 

 

Heritage Garden Bee Yard Location in Georgetown 

Max McDonald reading frame from his hive 

Naaman Gunter assess stores on the frame as Max records results Naaman works brood chamber of hive during inspection 
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My First Time Extracting, with a Friend… 
by Karen Miller 

 Over the last few years, I’ve seen distinctly mixed success with Texas horticulture 
and apiculture.  I picked up my first hive on April 25, 2020.  Out of the 3 hives I’ve 
had since then, only one has survived (installed April 24, 2021).  This one, though, 
has been the strongest yet.  The queen covers whole frames with brood.  The workers 
create perfect patterns of honey and pollen.  In September, I noticed that they had 
effectively filled 2 deeps and 2 mediums and looked honey-bound.  The brood nest 
had turned into a vertical column among three boxes.  Adding another box on top 
wasn’t an attractive solution.   I’m not interested in having to stand on a stool to work 
my bees.  I also figured they had more than enough resources at this point, so I 
consolidated and checkerboarded the brood nest as much as I could and pulled out 8 
medium frames and 1 deep frame of honey.  I knew I had some business trips coming 
up, so I tucked the frames in the freezer to deal with later. 
   And, let’s face it, I was intimidated by extracting honey. 
   So, I decided to hold myself accountable by inviting a friend (who similarly had zero experience) to help.  I 
ordered the equipment to squeeze the honey out by hand.  We scheduled a weekend.  9 frames couldn’t be 
that bad, could it? 
   On Thursday, I pulled the frames out of the freezer to thaw in a plastic tub and made sure my friend was 
still planning to come help. 
   On Friday, I started getting extra nervous, knowing neither of us knew what we were doing.  So, I pulled up 
the last WCABA newsletter and emailed Jimmie for advice and some reassurance. He replied with, “You 
have enough frames to merit the extractor…Let me call you.”  After work, we met up at Bost farm so I could 
pick up a set of extracting equipment and learn how to use it.  Also, 
much thanks for suggesting that I purchase some honey bears – they 
all got used!  
   Early on Saturday, I turned the heater in the garage on and lined 
up our “stations.”  First, the tub of comb.  Second, the uncapping 
tub.  Third, the extractor with the first two stages of filtration.  
Fourth, the last stage of filtration on my 5-gallon bucket (with a 
honey gate).  By the time we started at 10:30am, the garage was 
warm, and we got started.  I’ve been watching videos and reading 
about how to do this for a couple of years now, but nothing prepared us for the squish of scraping the caps off 
of honeycomb.  This is a job kids should get to enjoy, like 
scooping the goop out of carving pumpkins or splashing 
in muddy puddles.  Did I giggle?  Yes, yes, I did. 
   Megan and I weren’t in a hurry.  This was time together 
as much as it was accomplishing a chore.  We tried 
different colors of honey directly from the frames.  We 
took plenty of time to let honey filter.  I realize I’ve seen 
pictures like this many times now while reading about 
how to extract honey but seeing it in pictures and seeing 
it in real life just plain aren’t the same.  Seeing it in the 
context of my own interaction with my bees is fascinating. 

Extracting Equipment lined up in Workstation order 

Honey gates are finicky! 

Good queen, lots of 
bees and brood 

Double straining the 
honey before bottling 
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   I did a full hive inspection when I added the frames that needed to be cleaned back into the hive and I saw 
my queen for the first time since I installed this hive!  She’s massive and looks a little like a cross between a 
maggot and a bee (unfortunately, she wasn’t interested in being photographed). 
   Along the way, we learned a couple of things.  First, a few degrees of temperature change make a big 
difference.  As the garage continued to heat up, extracting and straining the honey got easier and faster.  
Second, a serrated knife is significantly more effective than the uncapping scratcher.  Third, I should have cut 
the small row of drone brood off of a few frames BEFORE I put them in the freezer.  Scooping rotten brood 
out of the frames with a spoon before we started was smelly and, well, gross.  Fortunately, I think that’s the 
only true mistake I made, because the process ended up being simple and easy. 
   The resulting honey was dark and rich with an amber tint.  It tastes like caramel molasses.  This isn’t a 
simple sweetener to add to your herbal tea.  This is a food with its own flavor profile deserving of deliberate 
pairings – sauce for pork chops, or pecan pie.  I was expecting to learn something from the experience of 
extracting honey, but I didn’t expect to learn about an entirely new flavor of honey.   
   Thanks to the club for making the equipment available and thanks to Jimmie for all the time he spent making 
sure I knew what to do.  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

 

Intent on the work at hand, bottling the extracted honey Bee Log with all the facts and dates. 

This picture of Meagan and I 
at her sisters Bat Mitzvah is 
one of the only pictures of us 
as teenagers.  When I left for 
college, we lost touch, but my 
sister stayed in contact with 
her.  My sister re-connected 
us when Meagan moved back 
to Texas a couple years ago.  
After extracting, we’re still 
friends.   KM 
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Featuring Keynote Speakers: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 

Tickets: $125/Members $160/Non-Members $60/12 and under 
 

For more Information: texasbeekeepers.org/annual-convention-2022/ 

Dr. Cameron Jack, Assistant 
Professor of Honey Bee Toxicology, 

University of Florida 

Dr. Samuel Ramsey, Founder and 
Director of the Ramsey Research 

Foundation 

Kamon Reynolds, Beekeeper, Educator 
and owner of Tennessee’s Bees LLC 
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TBA Convention (con’t) 
 

Just up the street the Texas Beekeepers will hold its 2022 Annual Convention. 
 

It will be held on  November 3-5, 2022 at the Mayborn Convention Center, 3303 N 3rd St, Temple, TX 
76501. 
A limited amount of volunteer opportunities are available each year on a first come first served basis, for a 
50% discount on ticket prices. 
 
Here are some of the things that they might need help with:  
   Welcoming attendees upon arrival at the entrance of the event 

1. Directing attendees to the appropriate registration table 
2. Letting attendees know where they can pick up their name tag 
3. Directing speakers to their thank you bag 
4. Staffing the Member Club table 
5. Communicating needs to the executive team and helping coordinate  
6. Collecting items from local businesses for the goodie bags 
7. Helping with goodie bag stuffing 
8. Helping with event setup and take-down as needed 
9. Room Monitoring (for each room you are monitoring):  

 If you are interested  please contact  Nathalie B, TBA Director at  (Nathalie.B@TexasBeekeepers.org) or 
text  (512) 699-0605. 
 
 
 

FLOW Hive for SALE (Classified) 
The Marshall Bee Club has a Classic FLOW Hive (unassembled in the box) for sale 
consisting of the brood box with 
standard fames, the honey super with 
FLOW frames and pitched roof cover. 
All new with necessary parts and pieces. 
Please contact: 
Stanford Brantley at 903/742-2765  

Asking price
     
$600.00 
  
   
 
 

Includes the^ roof cover not shown.  
Purchase now and take delivery at the TBA Convention, no shipping included.  S.Brantley. 
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September 30 to October 23, 2022 - Dallas Fair Park 

The Texas State Fair has had a long association with the 
Texas Beekeepers Association and Honey Bees. The 
Honey Booth has evolved each year and offers an 
observation hive, LED lighted honey display, an eye-
catching bee video, and a QR Code Booklet to help visitors 
gain information about their local bee clubs. Always a 
crowd favorite, the booth has been making a splash at the 
State Fair of Texas for over a Century! Consider joining the 
volunteers that help make this booth a success next year. 
There are several opportunities available from donating a 
jar of honey to actually manning the booth and talking about 
bees for half of a day. Free Fair admission. 
To volunteer or for honey drop off, contact Skip Talbert 
Call or text at 706-761-7893, email at Skip@SabineCreekHoney.com 

Working the Honey Booth 
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2023 Nucs & Queens Procurement  
(TO BE ANNOUNCED SOON) 

 

   They say never say “never”, duh.  After much consideration and a few 
disclaimers/exceptions to the E-Board, I’ve decided to lead the Nuc and Queen 
procurement for the 3rd time; that is…UNLESS one of you fine members out there 
want to step up and do this.  Please let us know if you do, you can OJT with me. 
   The order paperwork I can easily do; it’s the “showing up” on that April or May 
morning that I cannot guarantee.  Things have changed.  I have a granddaughter 
who is playing college softball with the University of Akron.  They will be having 
an Early-Spring Tournament in Stephenville, Texas and I ABSOLUTELY plan on 
being there.  Don’t know the dates yet, but I WILL BE THERE. 
   Back to bees.  No plans yet, or even commitments from Evergreen Honey 
Company (Nucs) or Bee Weaver (Queens).  Your WCABA E-Board will be 
meeting on this very soon. 
   IMHO, Nucs and Queens cost may rise.  Be prepared. 
   If all goes as I think, ordering will start in late December.  We will use the same 
(mail in with payment) Order Forms.  There will be a FIRM AND CERTAIN 
DEADLINE, February 28th.  From experience, we will receive 308 Nucs from 
Evergreen.  8 of these Nucs will be used as replacements for non-queen and/or 
problem nucs.  I think there will be a 4 Nuc limit per family this year.  Pickup will 
be at the Bost Farm.  The MOST-PROFESSIONAL N&Q DELIVERY TEAM 
WILL ASSIST YOU IN LOADING. 
   Hey, I’m looking forward to the 2023 Beekeeping year! 
   Back later with more information as it become 
available. 
 

   Gary Bible  
   Nuc and Bee Procurement Coordinator 
   glbible@austin.rr.com 
   512-923-0410 
 
 
 
CLASSIFIED 

 

5-Frame Nucs 

SINGLE DOUBLE (10 FRAME) FOR $300.  SINGLE DEEP PLUS MEDIUM 
SUPER $377.  NUCS (5 -FRAME) $200. TAIS INSPECTED IN 2022; CERTIFIED 
AVAILABLE.  BOXES LOOK NEARLY NEW.  WPFARMBEES@GMAIL.COM 
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Membership Report: Shirley Doggett 
 

October 2022 
 

If you change your address, phone number, or email,  please email me with the change. 
 

New Members:   
Ann & Erin Bond     -  Georgetown  
Susie Parks                - Austin      
 

Renewing Members 
Charles Flower     - Hutto 
Elsa Sorenson      - Manor 
Lynn & Terry Waytt       - Florence 
 
 
 

It’s that time of the year again. If you want to send WCABA dues for 2023 feel free to do so. If you want 
to do it through your bank that is an option. My address is  400 County Road 440, Thrall TX 76578-8701 
         ~   Shirley 
 
 

 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
WILLIAMSON COUNTY AREA BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION 

Dues: $20.00 per year - individual or $25.00 - family membership New 
Member / Renewing Member 

(circle one) Date:   
 
Name: Amount: $    

Cash or Check #    

Address:   
 

City/State/Zip:   
 
Phone: ( ) e-mail:   

(please print) 

To save postage cost may we send your Newsletter via e-mail?  Yes[ ]   No[ ] 
 
Instructions: print , fill out, and bring to club meeting , or mail with check to Membership 
Mrs. Shirley Doggett - 400 C. R. 440 - Thrall, TX 76578 - Ph.512/924-5051 

 
 

Shirley Doggett 
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Profit and Loss

ACCOUNTS Year to Date

Income

Program Income - Bee Procurement $59,385.00

Program Income - Membership Dues $4,830.00

Total Income $64,215.00

Cost of Goods Sold

Bees $49,235.00

Total Cost of Goods Sold $49,235.00

Gross Profit $14,980.00

Operating Expenses

Insurance $1,267.00

Library Resources $42.89

Meeting Supplies $231.61

Permits $100.00

Scholarship Program Expenses $527.60

Speaker Fees $1,000.00

Travel Expenses $668.98

Venue Rental Expense $375.00

Website and Zoom $876.59

Total Operating Expenses $5,089.67

Net Profit $9,890.33

Balance Sheet

ACCOUNTS As of Oct 20, 2022

Assets

Total Cash and Bank $45,959.51

Total Assets $45,959.51

Liabilities

Total Liabilities $0.00

Assets & Liabilities $45,959.51

Equity

Retained Earnings - Prior Years $36,069.18

Retained Earnings - Current Year $9,890.33

Total Equity $45,959.51

Williamson County Area Beekeepers Association
Treasurer's Report - As of October 20, 2022
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