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  TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2023 @ 7PM  
Georgetown Library Hewlett Room (2nd floor) 

PROGRAM:  
Beekeeping 101  
Speaker: Phil Ainslie 
              Bee Biology & Beekeeping Equipment  
Phil will present a general overview of honeybee 
biology and beekeeping equipment for the beginning 
beekeeper. 
Beekeeping 201 
Speaker: Randy Oakley 

Feeding your Bees, When and Why 
As beekeepers, we have several reasons why we 
supplement our honey bees with food.  Randy will 
examine the different purposes for feeding bees, what 
to feed your bees, and when to feed your bees. 
Randy has been practicing the art of beekeeping for over 
40 years. The Oakley family bee business produces local 
bees and beehive products as well as methods of beekeeping 
for Central Texas. They manage 200 plus beehives along the I-35 corridor between 
Round Rock and Waco. More information about their bees, beekeeper training, and 
beehive products can be found at:    www.OakleyFamilyApiaries.com . 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ZOOM Notes: 
We would certainly enjoy your presence at the next meeting on January 24th 
(fourth Tuesday), but if you can’t, then tune in to broadcast virtually via “Zoom”.   
 If you are planning to join from an iPhone or iPad, be sure to download this 
application first: https://apps.apple.com/us/app/zoom-cloud-meetings/id546505307 
We look forward to seeing you there Tuesday night @ 7PM! 
GT Library - Hewlett Rm– 402 W 8th Street Georgetown 78626 
Topic: WCABA Member Meeting (and Beekeeping 101) 
Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime 
Join Zoom Meeting	
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82475068933?pwd=aHRiRjc3bS9kYXJGS2g5THVpOEx2UT09	
Meeting ID: 824 7506 8933.    Passcode: 909659 
  Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kgiQC6z7D 

2023 Club Officers: 

PRESIDENT: Shannon Montez 
president@wcaba.org 

VICE PRESIDENT:  
Gillian Mattinson 

vicepresident@wcaba.org 

MEMBERSHIP: Shirley Doggett 
membership@wcaba.org 

PROGRAM: Linda Russell 
program@wcaba.org 

NEWSLETTER: Jimmie Oakley 
newsletter@wcaba.org 

SECRETARY: Phil Ainslie 
secretary@wcaba.org 

TREASURER: Barbi Rose 
treasurer@wcaba.org 

HISTORIAN: Matt Ludlum 
historian@wcaba.org 

PAST PRESIDENT: Phil Ainslie 
pastpresident@wcaba.org 

LIBRARIAN: Chris Huck 
librarian@wcaba.org 

SCHOLARSHIP CHAIR: 
Jimmie Oakley 

scholarship@wcaba.org 

QUEEN CHAIR: 
(vacent) 

WEB ADMINISTRATOR: 
Rachel Glass 

webmaster@wcaba.org 

DIRECTOR AT LARGE: 
Melissa Henry 

DIRECTOR AT LARGE: 
Gary Bible 

Phil Anislie – WCABA Secretary 

Randy - Oakley Family Apiaries 
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My favorite topic - plants.

a note from your President 
Shannon Montez 

Now that we seem to have gotten through the winter 
freeze, it’s time to figure out which plants survived last 
year’s drought and the recent freeze.  I always know that 
spring is right around the corner when I start to see blooms 
on some of the native plants.  

One plant that you’ll start to see small yellow blooms 
appearing is Agarita.  In the past, any time I walked near 
this sharp-edged plant, I’d do a mental note to bring my 
garden shears and cut the darn plant back.  But my attitude 
changed when I drove past a large Agarita bush on a back 
country road and saw bees darting around the plant.  
Agarita will grow anywhere and in places where you may 
not want it. 
   Agarita, also known as Wild Texas Current or Berberis trifoliata, can grow to 8 feet tall, but normally 
grows to about 4 feet.  Agarita has prickly sharp leaves, and right about now, you’ll begin seeing clusters of 
yellow flowers all over the branches. Around March, you’ll begin seeing bright red berries which can be 
harvested for jelly. 
   For someone looking for a low-maintenance plant, Agarita requires no water and can withstand the 
drought and freezing temps.  

   Another plant that seems to pop up in odd places in my 
landscaping is the Mealy Blue Sage.  It’s part of the 
Salvia family.  I purchased several of these years ago and 
spent a pretty penny on plants.  Instead of spending a lot, I 
could have just trimmed off a few of the flowers from one 
plant and spread the seeds around.  

 The Mealy Blue Sage seems to be drought and 
deer resistant.  In the years that I have had this 
plant, the deer don’t seem to mind this plant.  It 
has a pretty purple flower throughout the summer.  
If it starts to look leggy, it does need to be cut 
back.  It grows about 2-3 ft tall and about 3′ wide. 
   It flowers from late spring to first frost and 
attracts lots of butterflies and hummingbirds.  It 
can survive the Texas heat but looks better if it’s watered regularly.  Shannon 

Agarita, also known as Texas Current or Barberis trifoliata 

Mealy Blue Sage 
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Research Pearls 
Compiled by Phil Ainslie 

Reduced Lifespan of Bees 
A worker western honeybee (Apis mellifera) that lived its adult life in a 
controlled environment used to have a median lifespan of 34.3 days fifty 
years ago. According to a study by Anthony Nearman and Dennis van 
Engelsdorp at the University of Maryland, the median now stands at 
17.7 days. 
   This research project started as an experiment examining the impact of 
supplementing the lab-kept bees' regular diet of sugar water with plain 
water. Nearman discovered a decreased trend in a lifetime from the 
1970s to the present, reflected in the caged bees' lifespan, by reviewing the scientific 
literature on related topics over time. Ironically, fatality rates were discovered to have 
increased after the formalization of honeybee lab-raising techniques in the 2000s. He 
speculates that in this instance, choosing for illness resistance may have unintentionally 
selected for shorter longevity in individual bees. "Colonies with shorter-lived bees would 
appear healthier" because they would be less likely to spread disease. The team's modeling 
study showed that a 50% decrease in individual bee longevity would result in an annual 
colony loss rate of 33%; this figure is consistent with beekeepers' estimated overwinter and 
annual loss rates of 30 and 40%. 
   According to Gene Robinson from the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, "this 
innovative study underlines the relevance of worker honeybee longevity in determining the 
overall health of a honeybee colony."     Source://phys.org/news/2022 

Understanding the power of honey through its proteins 
   Honey is a culinary staple that can be found in kitchens around the world. Humans have 
used honey throughout history, and its long shelf life and medicinal properties make it a 
unique, multipurpose natural product. Although a lot is known about the sweet substance, 
surprisingly little is known about its proteins. Researchers report new data on honey proteins 
that could lead to new medicinal applications. 
   The researchers analyzed the proteomes of thirteen different honeys, most of which came 
from the Czech Republic. The team used mass spectrometry to identify known and 
previously unreported proteins and determine their amounts in each sample. The samples 
contained a similar ratio of proteins, though the total amount of protein varied. The 
researchers also found proteins previously unreported in honey, such as hymenopaectin, 
which plays a role in the sweet substance's antimicrobial properties. In addition, the results 
shed new light on various present allergens, and this knowledge could facilitate further 
investigations into the treatment of honey and bee allergies. 

May 8, 2019 Source: American Chemical Society

Phil Ainslie

3



Bees boost crops and could steady food prices 
Yields of crops visited by insect pollinators were found to be more stable 
Summary: 
   More than 200 experiments comparing yields of crop plants with and without insect 
pollination analyzed, revealing 32% less variability in yields of plants visited by pollinators. 
The study suggests that supporting and conserving pollinators like bees could stabilize food 
supply, with the potential to prevent future spikes in food prices. 

July 18, 2022 University of Reading

Honey bee colony loss in the U.S. linked to mites, 
extreme weather, pesticides 

   Honey bee colony loss across the United States over the last five years is primarily related 
to the presence of parasitic mites, nearby pesticides, and extreme weather events, as well as 
challenges with overwintering, according to a new study. The study took advantage of novel 
statistical methods and is among the first to consider a variety of potential honey bee 
stressors nationally concurrently.  
Share: 
   About one-third of the food eaten by Americans comes from crops pollinated by honey 
bees, yet the insect is dying off at alarming rates. In one year alone, between April of 2019 
and April of 2020, one study reported a 43% colony loss in honey bees across the United 
States. 
   "A changing climate and high-profile extreme weather events like Hurricane Ian -- which 
threatened about 15% of the nation's bees that were in its path as well as their food sources -
- are important reminders that we urgently need to understand better the stressors that are 
driving honey bee colony collapse and to develop strategies to mitigate them," said    
Francesca Chiaromonte, professor of statistics and the holder of the Lloyd and Dorothy 
Foehr Huck Chair in Statistics for the Life Sciences at Penn State and a senior member of 
the research team. "Our results highlight the role of parasitic mites, pesticide exposure, 
extreme weather events, and overwintering in bee colony collapse. We hope they will help 
inform improved beekeeping practices and direct future data collection efforts that allow us 
to understand the problem at finer and finer resolutions."         January 30, 2023, Penn State

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

CLASSIFIED ADVETISMENT 
Alice Stultz (WCABA member from Georgetown) is moving and getting out of the bee 
business. She would like for you to know that she has new and used beekeeping 
equipment for sale. Two hives have 1 year old queens, one hive is in a double and the other 
triple deep boxes. Also, she has a manual honey extractor never used.  She will be at the 
beekeepers meeting on Tuesday night, see her there. 

       Alice Stultz,  phone#: 512-638-2089,  email: alicestultz@gmail.com 
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YES, YOU MAY STILL ORDER NUCS AND QUEENS AT 
THE FEBRUARY 21st CLUB MEETING! 

Back later with more info…… Nuc and queen ordering for year 2023 is coming to a 
slow-motion end, like some of those slo-mo NFL review plays.  As I write this today, 
267 Nucs and 67 queens have been ordered.  My third year of doing this has taken me 
WAY DOWN the learning curve and the work is now fairly routine.  
One favor I ask: please DO NOT WRITE YOUR CHECK TO GARY BIBLE.  

           MAKE IT PAYABLE TO WCABA. 
Put in Texan lingo, I git weary of writin’ my name to deposit checks!  
So remember, if you want to make a last-minute order, do so at the club meeting on February 21st.  See one 
of the Magnificent 7 Team members at the N&Q Order Table.  They know everything about bee ordering. 
If you can’t make the meeting, call me at 512-923-0410 and I’ll try to work with you, unless we’ve met the 
magic 300 Nuc max-out number. 
In the meantime….BRACE FOR BEES! 

Gary Bible 
WCABA Bee Procurement Coordinator 

FORM BELOW CAN BE USED FOR ORDERING BEES AND QUEENS FOR 2023 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

W.C.A.B.A. Club  5-Frame Nuc & Queen Order Form - 2023
Name_________________________________________________________

Address __________________________ City/State/Zip_______________

Phone_____________________________e-mail:_____________________________
I want to order:      Are you a current member? [   ] Yes! please print

 No._____ 5 Frame Nuc (Based on group order of 100 nucs)  $170.00/ Nuc.
Nuc with three frames brood,  mated queen, "NOT" marked or clipped.

 No._____ Honey Bee Queen (Based on group order of 100)  $40.00/ Queen
BeeWeaver marked & clipped Queen from mite tolerant and virus resistant stock.

How will you pay?  CASH  or Check # ________ TOTAL $ AMT

Mail remittance to: Check Preferred OF ORDER

  WCABA Order/ Gary Bible - 150 Sundance Trail, Liberty Hill, TX 78642
Must be a Current Member - Nuc  order deadline:  Must be postmarked by February 28th or while supplies last.

 Limit 6 nucs per family, 4 if a Newbie.  No individual resale or ownership transfer permitted on nucs once ordered.
All secondary transactions and scheduling must come through the club for tracking & delivery.

Special Instructions:

Gary Bible - Procurement 
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Stanford Brantley 

Practical Experiences in the Bee Yard 
 FEBRUARY:  I would like to start by telling you about the end of 2022 and the 
beginning of 2023.  The morning of December 22 was a frigid 9 degrees and I 
received a phone call about bees that needed to be moved out of a shed.  The shed 
was being used as a greenhouse and had bees flying inside.  I entered the shed and 
watched bees flying in and out of a 24” x 24” chest freezer that was being used to  
store bags of dog food.  The lid was closed but the bees had found or made an 
entrance near a door hinge.  Shining my flashlight as I cracked the lid enough to see 
inside, I saw no wax or bees on the underside of the lid.  I quickly realized that the 
weight of the wax, the temperature inside the greenhouse, or some unsuspecting 
person lifting the lid too quickly had caused the wax to fall into the bottom of the 
freezer.  All I could see in the bottom were mounds of wax and a swarming sea of 
bees.  I gently closed the lid and told the owner I would return with a helper and 
remove the freezer.  A couple days later, my helper and I took the freezer full of 
bees and dog food out of the green house and transported it to a bee yard.  
Hopefully, there will be a “rest of the story” about these bees if they survive into 
spring. 
   The beginning of 2023 was a very different day.  New Year’s Day dawned at 55 degrees and reached 
the lower 70s by afternoon.  The first bee call of the new year came at 4pm! 
   Texas weather is so unpredictable.  It makes it hard to suggest in writing what you can do in the bee 
yard.  Check the hive weight – if it feels light you may need to feed.  Don’t let your bees run out of stores 
and starve before the spring forage starts.  Anytime the temperature is above 60 degrees, inspect your 
hive.  Just don’t spend thirty minutes doing it.  Fire up your smoker because during this time of the year 
bees do not like to be disturbed.  A few well-directed puffs of smoke will do wonders to calm them. 
If you want to see the brood pattern, it will probably be on the third or fourth frame.  It is desirable to 
have two brood frames full of honey for a frame of brood in an overwintered hive in February.  If you 
have six to eight frames of bees, they will need ten to thirty pounds of honey to build-up and keep 
growing.  A full medium super should provide enough food for the hive even if there is a two or three 
week cold spell.  Texas is famous for late February or early March freezes and even severe Easter Sunday 
cold snaps. 
   If you have a 2-3 frame hive that you just hope to keep alive, 
consider using a Snelgrove Board to assist the weak hive.  
Commercial Snelgrove boards coast about $35 and are easy to 
work with.  If you are not familiar with Snelgrove boards, 
Google will give you links to a lot of information and videos.  
Place the Snelgrove board on top of a really strong hive.  Place 
the weak hive on top of the Snelgrove board and provide an 
entrance preferably on the side of the hive.  Open a door on the 
bottom side of the board to allow the strong hive an upper entrance.  When the strong hive bees are using 
the upper entrance for several days and in great numbers, close door on the bottom side of the board and 
open the door on the top side of the board to allow all of those field bees to enter the weak hive.  This 
allows the 2-3 frame hive’s queen to obtain a strong population to support her increased brood rearing 
and strengthen her colony.  The large screen area of the Snelgrove board allows the bee smells to mingle 
and there should be no fighting.  You are just moving bees from the populated hive to the weak hive with 
little or no work on your part.         Stanford 
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2023 Scholarship Application Received 
   Our efforts to recruited applicants for the 2023 beekeeping season has resulted in several youngsters 

turning in paperwork in hopes of being selected as recipients of the Ed Wolfe– Robert Bost Memorial 
Scholarship. After the Covid years it has been a slow process to garnering enough applicants to have a true 
selection process.   
  This will be the 37th year our club has mentored youngsters in the art and science of beekeeping, with the 

only break coming in 2012 because of the pandemic. WCABA has graciously supported these youngsters in 
the program through full and lean years. The program started in 1986 with just one recipient and only had 
two the next year. The average class size has been 4 youngsters, but on several occasions the size swelled to 
5-6 recipients.

For over 30 years the instruction in the program took place at the
youngster’s residents with the mentor(s) meeting one on one. In 2018 the 
format changed to a group setting with all the recipient’s bee hive’s being 
located in one place, currently at the Heritage Garden in SE George- town. 
This allows for group instruction with less individual coordination of 
family schedules and a better teaching environment for the mentor and the youngsters.   
  As Program Chair I want thank the club membership for the continued support of this ongoing effort to 

train new beekeepers and keep a high profile in the community with this beneficial program. We will have 
potential recipients at our next meeting so greet them kindly and offer encouragement.  

 Jimmie Oakley – Scholarship Committee Chair 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
WILLIAMSON COUNTY AREA BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION 

Dues: $20.00 per year - individual or $25.00 - family membership
(circle one)  New Member / Renewing Member 

     Date:________________________________ 

Name:_________________________________________________________Amount: $ ____________ 
Cash or Check #_________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip:________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: (         )______________________ e-mail:____________________________________________ 
(please print) 

To save postage cost may we send your Newsletter via e-mail?  Yes[      ]   No[      ] 

Instructions: print , fill out, and bring to club meeting , or mail with check to Membership 
Mrs. Shirley Doggett - 400 C. R. 440 - Thrall, TX 76578  - Ph.512/924-5051 

Heritage Garden Hives
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Membership Report: Shirley Doggett 
February 2023 

New Members:*  
Susan Robinson.           Nolanville 
Aubrey Putney.           Leander 
Kristine Gleck. Georgetown  
Shawn Hoss. Georgetown  
Marie Jankie. Florence 
Alma Barlow. Georgetown  
Liz Kluk. Florence 
Donna Watermiller. Georgetown  
Ed Barber. Kemoner 
Mark Richards. Cedar Park 
Clinton Schulz. Georgetown 
Edward Gomez. Killeen 
Mark Anderson. LibertyHill 
John McHugh. Georgetown  
Sim Sweeney. Copperas Cove 

Renewing Members: 
Kimberly Richards.             Cedar Park Mary Alice Herring.              Briggs 
Jason Rask. Georgetown Dennis Rose. Marble Fall 
Ron Randig.    Taylor  Daniel Pope Georgetown 
Linda Owens. Round Rock Jerry Mikus. Pflugerville 
Melissa Henry. Georgetown  Jack Ward.          Austin 
Clint Matcek. Marble Falls Greg Willy. Round Rock 
Donald Williams. Salado  Greg Terra Jarrell 
James Rodeghero.                Liberty Hill  Ralph Poyo.  Georgetown  
Logan Peters. Liberty Hill  John Pate.  Georgetown 
Randy Oakley. Elm Mott Sherry Morrey          Burnet 
Eric McDaniel. Georgetown  Roy Markham. Round Rock 
Matthew Ludlum. Austin   James Huffman. Austin  
Albert Janecka Taylor  Patrick Hudson. Austin 
John Hibbard. Liberty Hill  Gelaine Gebheim. Georgetown 
Kay Freund. Georgetown April Cothran. Leander  
Gary Cassens. Georgetown S.S.Brantley. Jefferson 
Brent Betts. Georgetown Lloyd Anderson. Killeen  
Michael Anchors. Georgetown Roger Allen. Salado 
Erin Weaver. Hutto  Ed Mora. Round Rock 
Roslan Mezokh. Austin  Clark Meier. Liberty Hill  
Richard Hinds. Florence Joseph Hakkenen. Bastrop 
Tom Cloninger. Austin Judith Haller. Austin 

Hi Folks 
*New members- please remember that Texas Beekeepers Association still gives one-year free
membership to those people that are new to beekeeping. Let me know if you are interested in this.
Best Wishes
Shirley

Shirley Doggett - Membership 
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