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Next Meeting:
Thursday, Jan. 26, 2017

December 2016 Newsletter

WCABA Officers:
PRESIDENT: Jim Colbert

(and Swarm Coordinator)
512-863-7183

colbertj@hotmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT: Laura Colburn
(512) 793-0226

lcolburn0617@gmail.com

SECRETARY: Ginny Stubblefield
512-252-9954

ginny@options2sell.com

TREASURER: Phil Ainslie
254-718-3255

beeuser46@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP: Shirley Doggett
co chairs: Fred & Cecilia Richter

512-924-5051
sdoggett@mindspring.com

PROGRAM: John Hibbard
(512  341-3675

jhibbard55@att.net

EDITORIAL: Mary Catherine Gardner
512-689-7785

marycgardner@austin.rr.com

HISTORIAN: Jennifer Shear
(512) 507-7746

jennifer.shear@dell.com

LIBRARIAN: Barbi Benjamin
(512) 799-0616

barbirose@yahoo.com

REFRESHMENTS: 
Sherry Smith, Jill Douglass,

Matt Ludlum, Leigh Ann Brunson,
and Janine Hall.

SCHOLARSHIP & QUEEN CHAIR: 
Jimmie Oakley
(512) 507-3009

jimmie.oakley@gmail.com

7:00-8:00: Beekeeping 101 / 201
8:00-9:00: Program

First United Methodist Church
Georgetown (MMC bldg.)

Happy Holidays
WCABA members! 

See you next year!
WCABA to Offer Bees & Queens Again This Year!

Do you plan to order bees this year?  One must be a current
2017 member to qualify to order package bees, nucs,
and/or queens. A membership form, to pay your 2017 dues,
and a bee order form can be found inside this newsletter. 

The club has made arrangements for our WCABA members
to get the 3-pound package of bees with a marked and
clipped wing queen from the R Weaver Apiaries in
Navasota, Texas, again this year. The package, with queen,
will cost $155.00 (up from last year).

If a queen is needed for replacing an old queen or for splitting a hive, her price will be $32.00,
marked and clipped. If the club has a combined package and queen order of at least 100 there will
be a discount of $4 per queen.  The queens arrive in wooden cages with an appropriate number of
attendants.

The tentative pick up dates for the packages of bees and queens from R-Weaver are set up for the
week of the 10th and 17th of April with actual deliver on a Wednesday. Packages will likely be
scheduled for pick up at the Bost Farm near Georgetown all day Thursday and Friday, concluding on
Saturday. The earlier you claim your package and/or queen the better for your bees. Email
confirmations will be sent, along with a Pick Up Voucher, to each member placing an order for bees
or queens.

Also, this year the club will offer 5-Frame nucs from Merrimack Valley Apiaries for $145.00, to be
picked up by the club in Bunkie, Louisiana, on or before the weekend of the 15th, 22nd, or 29th of
April, depending on the weather. The nucs will consist of 3 frames of brood, plus two frames of
pollen/honey in a wooden nuc box. Queens in the nuc will NOT be marked or clipped. 
Nucs will be delivered to the Bost Farm for member pickup.

If you are starting or replenishing a top-bar hive you will probably want to order package bees
instead of a nuc. If you are starting with all new equipment (box, frames, and foundation) you may
also want to consider a package.  

We appreciate your patience while all the
details are being worked out, and we will keep
you updated as dates become finalized.

Orders will be accepted at the club meetings
and deadline right now for ordering packages,
nucs, and queen bees is February 28th.

Jimmie Oakley will serve as the Bee/Queen
order facilitator. Contact him at:
jimmie.oakley@gmail.com

Remember that you can order bee boxes,
frames, top and bottoms from Better Bee
Equipment in Liberty Hill. 
(see ad in newsletter)

Last year’s package bees ready for pickup at the Bost Farm.

Last year’s Italian queen from R Weaver Apiaries.
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Winter in Texas is on-again, off-again, but
there are considerations and preparations
you should make. The biggest causes of
winter losses are uncontrolled Varroa mites,
starvation, insufficient population to form a
cluster, and chilling due to condensation.
Some of those are too late to fix by
December, but others can be avoided.

Varroa: your hives should have a count of
less than 2% at the end of fall. It’s too late to
do a sugar or alcohol roll to count your
mites, because that would disturb the
cluster. But you can treat your hives after
the Winter Solstice when brood rearing is at
its minimum or has ceased entirely. Take
some time to research which treatment is
right for you. Go to
honeybeehealthcoalition.org to download
the free guide to Varroa treatments. 

Starvation: Your hives will need at least
one medium box full of honey. If they don’t
have that, you’ll need to feed with a 2:1
syrup while temperatures are above 50 or a
solid sugar alternative when it’s colder.
Late winter and early spring is when bees
are most susceptible to starvation because
the temperatures are beginning to warm,
but there is very little forage available.
Starvation is preventable though. Recipe
for solid sugar:
http://honeybeesuite.com/feeding-
bees/hard-candy/ 

Population: At the end of fall, your hives
need enough bees to fully cover about six
frames. When temperatures fall below mid-
50, they will crowd closely together to form
a tight cluster to keep warm. On days when
temperatures rise above 55, they will break
cluster to take cleansing flights and fill up
on stores. To learn more about the winter
cluster, see the October newsletter.

Condensation: although the bees are
warming the cluster rather than the hive,
the warmth they create will eventually
escape the cluster and rise to the inner
cover, where the air is colder. It forms
condensation there, which can drip back
down on the cluster, chilling and killing
them. Prevent condensation by providing
adequate ventilation. 

An upper entrance or a thin strip of wood
placed under a corner of the inner cover
allows the warm air to escape. 
Some beekeepers leave the upper entrance
open while others cover it with screen to
prevent robbing. 

Although the warm temperatures may
tempt you to open your hives for
inspection, it is very important that you not
disturb the cluster. That means don’t pull
any frames from the cluster area. You can
check the food stores above the cluster, but
leave the frames below alone. 

Other considerations for winter is
protection outside the hive from predators
and weather. Your hives should be
protected from freezing rains and bitter
winds. Woodenware in good condition 
and a reduced entrance will protect the
hive from rain and a simple windbreak
made from square bales of hay will protect
from cold north winds if a natural break 
is not in place. A mouse guard will keep
mice from crawling in and wreaking havoc
in the comb. 

Winter is the perfect time to begin
planning for spring. Clean your
woodenware and equipment not in use
and make repairs as necessary or order
new. Properly store frames by first freezing
them for 48 hours, then placing in hive
boxes with paradichlorobenzene placed on
newspaper between the boxes to prevent
wax moth infestation. 

Many apiaries are taking orders for
packages and queens now. WCABA will
offer bee procurement through R Weaver
again, with orders being taken beginning
in December. 

Winter is also a great time to read about
how to make next year better in your bee
yard and to find out what bee schools will
be offered in 2017. The first bee school will
be in January offered by the Austin Area
Beekeepers Association. It’s an all-day event
with sessions for both new beekeepers and
the more experienced. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2017-
austin-area-beekeeping-seminar-
registration-28611440589 

Other bee schools will be held later in the
year as well, including Brenham, Brazos
Valley, and the TBA Summer Clinic.

Finally, here’s my suggested reading list 
for winter:

• Swarm Essentials, by Stephen Repasky

• Top-Bar Beekeeping: Organic Practices
for Honey Bee Health, by Les Crowder

• Better Beekeeping, by Kim Flottum

• Simple, Smart Beekeeping, by Kirsten
Shoshanna and Michael Traynor

• The Practical Beekeeper, by Michael
Bush (available for purchase in hard
copy or free on his website at
bushfarms.com/bees

• Bee Culture Magazine, online or
hardcopy subscriptions available

Wintering Your Hives and Planning for Spring
by Laura Colburn

Icicles form on the outside of one of Laura’s hives, 
but her bees are keeping warm in their cluster.



Letter from our new President - Jim Colbert
As I sit here this morning, I can’t help but think about a quote by
Charles Dickens – “It was the best of times, it was the worst of
times”. That seems to sum up what is going on with beekeepers
this time of year. Our hives are closed and set for the cold
weather to follow, we don’t have many (if any) chances to work
them, we can’t even just sit and watch them come and go unless
we find a pretty day. The honey is extracted and bottled. 
We just don’t seem to have that much to do. 

On the other hand, there is so much to do to get ready for spring –
building and cleaning wooden ware and
frames, ordering new equipment and
gadgets, deciding about ordering queens,
packages and nucs, paying dues to WCABA
and probably many more things that I’m not
remembering to do.

Whatever you are doing this time of year, 
I hope you can find the time to reflect a little
on what a wonder bees are, how much joy
they give us and what we can do to be better
beekeepers.  Hopefully part of that reflection
will encourage you to maintain your
membership and active participation in WCABA.

The coming year in WCABA is going to be
fun and exciting. We are going to have
informative and entertaining
speakers and programs,
opportunities to support new,
young beekeepers, opportunities to
learn and teach each other, and
opportunities to expand the
knowledge and appreciation of
beekeeping throughout the
region and state.  I hope
everyone finds the time and
desire to not only attend our
meeting, but to participate in
the many opportunities we
have before us.

The more I think about it,
maybe Charles Dickens’ quote

doesn’t really apply – maybe this
is a pretty good time of year for

beekeepers.  See you in January.
- Jim 

Jim Colbert, WCABA PresidentVanilla Honey Sugar Cookies
Ingredients:
2 sticks butter, softened
3/4 cup sugar
1/4 cup honey
2 vanilla beans
1 tsp. vanilla
1 egg
1 egg yolk
3 cups flour
1/2 Tbsp. cornstarch
1/2 tsp. salt
2 tsp. baking powder 
Instructions:
Beat sugar and butter on high, 7 min.
until fluffy. Scrape beans from the vanilla
bean pods. Combine honey, egg, yolk,
vanilla beans, and extract. Combine flour,
cornstarch, salt, and baking powder and
mix into the rest. Roll out the dough on a
clean surface that is thoroughly dusted in
powdered sugar. Do not use flour. Cut into
shapes and place on baking sheets covered
in parchment paper. Freeze the sheets of
unbaked cookies for about 7 minutes or
until solid. Bake at 350º for 8-11 minutes or
until desired doneness is reached. Cool on
wire rack.

Vanilla Honey Buttercream Icing 
Ingredients:
1/4 cup honey
1/2 cup half and half
1 tsp. vanilla extract
1 vanilla bean
4 cups powdered sugar
1 lb. cold butter
Instructions:
Scrape beans from the vanilla bean pod. Beat honey
and vanilla until combined. Beat in half of powdered
sugar, then the half and half. Add the rest of the
powdered sugar and beat until well combined. Cut cold
butter into small cubes. Add one stick of chopped butter
at a time, mixing on high speed with the whisk
attachment on your stand mixer. Don't add the next stick
of butter until the last one is
thoroughly dissolved.
Beat on high speed for
5-10 minutes or until
the frosting is
smooth and fluffy. Ice
and decorate cookies.
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Recipe & Photo courtesy Yammies Noshery.com

President Elect, Jim Colbert presenting a Certificate of
Appreciation to outgoing President Chris Doggett.

Chris Doggett passing the gavel to Jim Colbert.



This past month, I received a request from Village Elementary school in
Georgetown to do a presentation for their third grade gifted and talented class.
This request was slightly different from many that I get. The teacher had a specific
criteria of what she wanted me to teach! Not only had I never had this happen before,
where a teacher tells me what to teach, but I had never even heard of half of the things she

was asking me to teach about (especially as they pertain to bees)!  She was asking me to teach her
students about Geometry, Tessellations, the Fibonacci sequence, and the Golden Ratio within the hive. Needing to be able to

teach these advanced math concepts, I began my research and found many new fascinating facts about bees!

Most everybody knows that, within the hive, bees use hexagon shapes to
build their comb. Not many people actually know why, though - it’s not
just a random shape the bees picked. The bees use hexagons for many
reasons: they have perfectly equal sides; they hold more honey than all
other shapes using the same amount of wax; and they have the smallest
perimeter for a given area, meaning they use less wax and less work to
enclose. On top of that, hexagons are one of only 3 shapes that exhibit a
tessellation, along with squares and triangles. A tessellation is a pattern
that leaves no gaps in between each of the shapes, maximizing space and
time efficiency. Because all of the hexagons are the same shape and size,
they fit together perfectly, meaning the bees can work on multiple cells at
one time rather than having to build each cell, one at a time, to fit the last.
Since there are no gaps in between the shapes, bees use the least amount
of wax and resources possible building them. The walls of the honeycomb
are 1/80 of an inch thick and can support 30 times their own weight. 

The Fibonacci sequence is something that is seen in all of nature. It is widely believed that anything that fits within the
fibonacci sequence is the very definition of beauty. The fibonacci sequence is used largely in photography and graphic

design, among other art forms. The Fibonacci sequence is as follows… 1,2,3,5,8,13,21,34… The pattern is difficult to spot
but each number is equivalent to the sum of the 2 numbers that came directly before it: 2 + 3 is 5, 8 + 13 is
21 and so on... This is seen in the family tree of the beehive. Female bees have 2 parents, a drone and a
queen, because they are formed from fertilized eggs. Male bees, however, come from unfertilized eggs,
therefore only need one parent, a female (either queen or worker). Female bees have 2 parents, 3
grandparents, 5 great grandparents, 8 great great grandparents,
etc., perfectly fitting the Fibonacci sequence. The male bees
have 1 parent, 2 grandparents, 3 great grandparents, 5 great
great grandparents, and so on. The sequences of the family trees
never stray from this and there are never any exceptions to it. Can
you believe this perfect example of math in nature?!

The golden ratio is considered very appealing in many aspects of
life. It has been held to the highest esteem by mathematicians,

biologists, artists, architects and many other disciplines for thousands of
years. The Golden Ration is 1:1.618. This is exhibited in the hive within

population. The ratio of male bees to female bees is 1 to 1.618. Within any
given hive you can find this to be true. No matter the circumstances,

environment, or size, this is always the case.

I found all of this information very fascinating and next level. I feel that math is
a great area to add into my collection of honey bee educational materials with
a PowerPoint as well as a worksheet that goes along with it. I feel that this is an
advanced subject and that it will be extremely useful in teaching older
students as well as more advanced students of all ages. Aside from adding this

curriculum into my honey princess teaching materials, I would like to try to
incorporate my newfound knowledge of the Fibonacci sequence and the Golden

Ratio into creating a jewelry line and other bee related artwork this year. 

Bees and Math
by Elise Gardner (WCABA Honey Princess & Apprentice Master Beekeeper)

Williamson County Area Beekeepers Assosiation •  4355 County Road 110, Georgetown, Texas 78626  • http://www.wcaba.org/ •  email: info@wcaba.org

WCABA Honey Princess, 
Elise Gardner, has a bee blog.

Check it out at:
www.BusyBeeChic.com

Buzzword:
• Tesselation •
A pattern made of 
identical shapes:

• the shapes must fit together
without any gaps

• the shapes should 
not overlap

Village Elementary 3rd grade gifted and
talented students from Ms. Stacie Smith’s class.

I created a “Math with Honey Bees” worksheet
to leave with teachers after my visit.

Shown here is the answer key.

3.72 6

6

6 6

3.72

3.72 3.72

3.72 3.72

Each red square has the same area.

Each small square and hexagon has approximately the same area and can hold about the same amount of honey.

Which red square contains the largest amount of honey inside of it? The left red square with hexagons

(remember to count half and partial shapes in your estimate)

Hexagon

Why? 

Bonus: What types of patterns do these show an example of? 

This hexagon and this square have roughly the same area and will each hold about the same amount of honey.

Can you calculate the area of each shape above? Hex Area = 35.95  Square Area = 36

Can you calculate the perimeter of each shape above? 

Which shape has a larger perimeter and which has a smaller perimeter? 

What does this mean in terms of how much wax is needed to enclose an equivalent amount of honey?

©copyright 2016, BusyBeeChic.com

I created a “Bees and Math”
PowerPoint presentation to help

teach about the math concepts of
Geometry, Tessellations,the
Fibonacci sequence, and the 
Golden Ratio within the hive.

An example of the Fibonacci sequence can be seen in the family tree of the beehive.

A graphic of the Fibonacci sequence.
Many shapes occurring in nature, such as certain

spirals, have proportions that can be described in
terms of the Fibonacci sequence.
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Interested in Learning About Bees and Beekeeping?
End of Year Scholarship Recipient Reports

Our 2016 Ed Wolfe-Robert Bost Memorial Scholarship recipients gave their end-of-the-year
reports on their beekeeping experiences during the Beekeeping 101 time slot at our meeting
in November:

• Michael Wheeler, from Pflugerville, was mentored by Holly Medina. Michael gave a very
informative and entertaining presentation. 

• Jordan Heivilin, from Lampasas, was mentored by Gil Bledsoe. Jordan got into beekeeping
as a result of "baby setting" a neighbor's bees. She liked it! 

• Mia Koepp, from Leander, was mentored by Gary Bible. Mia found out that she could not
keep bees legally at her house in Leander after she was turned in by a neighbor. She had to
move her bee hive to Mr. Bible's house in Liberty Hill. 

• Sebastian Urban, from Georgetown, was mentored by Jim Colbert. Sebastian's great
grandfather was a beekeeper in Greece in the 1960. I guess it genetic. 

• Laurel Morris, from Leander, was mentored by Jimmie Oakley. Laurel found that carrying
bee gloves and hot smoker in the same basket can be disastrous (gloves+smoker=FIRE). 

Each recipient talked about applying for the scholarship, putting together their beekeeping
equipment at the club meeting, receiving their bees at orientation, and the progress of their 
colonies throughout the summer and fall at their houses, and reported on whether they got
honey(extracted) or not.

• • • • • • • • • • • • 

Apply for the Ed Wolfe-Robert Bost Memorial Scholarship
Deadline: February 10, 2017

The deadline is fast approaching, so if you know of a school age boy or girl who is interested in
learning about bees and beekeeping, please encourage him/her to apply for The Ed Wolfe-
Robert Bost Memorial Scholarship. This is an essay contest administered by the Williamson
County Area Beekeepers Association (WCABA). Scholarships are presented annually to contest
winners and are intended to promote and encourage area youth to become knowledgeable
and interested in honey bees and honey production. Scholarship submissions must be
postmarked by February 10th, 2017, and will be awarded at the March 23rd WCABA meeting.

Just ask any Ed Wolfe-Robert Bost Memorial Scholarship recipient about their experience, and
you will get an ear full of stories about how wonderful and life changing this was for them. 
Each story is unique and as different from the next as you can imagine. Everything from huge
honey yields, to absconding bees, to bee wars, to bee rustlers has been reported by our
scholarship kids in the past. Beekeeping is definitely an adventure worth embarking upon!  

We hope there will be another good group receiving scholarships next March.  
Interested parties should contact Jimmie Oakley, Scholarship Chairman at:
jimmie.oakley@gmail.com to get an application, 
or go online at wcaba.org and check out Opportunities – Scholarship. 

If you did not get to contribute to the scholarship program by donating honey for the 
Hill Country Fair last November, perhaps you would like to make a monetary donation.

Shirley Doggett or one of the other people at the registration counter would be glad to 
assist you with this.

Michael Wheeler

Jordan Heivilin

Mia Koepp

Sebastian Urban

Laurel Morris



Williamson County Area Beekeepers Assosiation •  4355 County Road 110, Georgetown, Texas 78626  • http://www.wcaba.org/ •  email: info@wcaba.org

WCABA (Basic) Beekeeping Equipment List
The Equipment Listed Below is the suggested Minimum Needed to Start Beekeeping

Mann Lake Supply 2017  
Qty  Unit  Item Number  Description                                             Price Total Price  

1       1      WW-600           9 5/8" Deep Hive Body Unassembled $13.50        $13.50
1 1 FR-821            9 1/8" Grooved Top Bar & Grooved Bottom Bar Frames (case of 10) $10.50 $10.50
1       1       FN-710            8 1/2 x 16 1/4 Rite-Cell beeswax coated sheet  (black, case of 10) $12.95 $12.95
1       1 WW-690 Varroa Screened Bottom Board (assembled) $28.95 $28.95
1 1 WW-365 Flat Wood (Migratory) Cover $11.75 $11.75
1 1 FD-100-WD Wooden Entrance Feeder $6.95 $6.95
1 1 CL-100 Square Folding Veil w/Elastic $12.75 $12.75
1 1 CL-130 Plastic Sun Helmet $10.95 $10.95
1 1 CL-605 Economy Leather Gloves (Medium) $12.95 $12.95
1 1 HD-584 9" Hive Tool $4.50 $4.50
1 1 BM-847 First Lessons in Beekeeping $10.95 $10.95
1 1 HD-660 Bee Brush $5.75 $5.75
1 1 HD-556 Standard Smoker $25.95 $25.95____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Subtotal: $168.40
Taxes (8.25%): $  13.89________

Total:  $182.29  

4H Essay Contest

Deadline is fast approaching (January 27, 2017) for any 4H youth interested in
entering the 4H essay contest. The 2017 Essay Topic has been announced by 
The Foundation for the Preservation of Honey Bees, Inc. This year’s topic is:

“How can MP3 (Managed Pollinator Protection Plan) more
effectively protect honey bees from pesticide exposure?”

Beekeeping has had its five minutes of fame for the past seven years. 
Now more than ever, the general public, along with beekeepers, is asking
“What will happen if the bees are gone?”  With the continued threat of
pesticides, this is a very real question. 

Your paper should research and help answer this question.  Survey your
community to see what is being done. Include your state in your survey to see if
there are any programs they are using for pollination or any other program that
could aid the honey bee.  The scope of the research is an essential judging
criterion, accounting for 40% of your score.  The number of sources consulted,
the authority of the sources, and the variety of the sources are all evaluated.
Personal interviews with beekeepers and others familiar with the subject are
valued sources of information and should be documented. Sources, which are
not cited in the endnotes, should be listed in a “Resources” or “Bibliography” list.
Note that “honey bee” is properly spelled as two words, even though many
otherwise authoritative references spell it as one word.

Cash prizes for the top 3 Texas winners will be:
1st place: $300.00; 2nd place: $200.00;  3rd place: $100.00.  
For further rules and information, visit: http://texas4-h.tamu.edu
under Projects, Outdoor Education, Entomology, Beekeeping Essay Contest.
http://texas4-h.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017-Beekeeping-Essay-Contest.pdf

History of Beekeeping: The Langstroth Hive
by Jennifer Shear, WCABA Historian

Fun fact for those of you
who have a Langstroth hive
but didn’t know where the
name came from:

Lorenzo Lorraine Langstroth
was the first person to make
practical use of *Huber’s
discovery that there was a
specific spatial measurement
between the wax combs,
referred to as “the bee
space”.   Having determined
this “bee space”, Langstroth
designed a series of wooden
frames within a rectangular
hive box, carefully

maintaining the correct space between frames and found
that the bees would build parallel honeycombs in the box
without bonding them to each other or the hive walls.  
This enables the beekeeper to slide any frame out of the
hive for inspection, without harming the bees or the
comb, protecting the eggs, larvae and pupae contained
within the cells.  It also meant that combs containing
honey could be gently removed and the honey extracted
without destroying the comb. 

To learn more, you can read Langstroth’s book,
“The Hive and Honey-Bee”.

*Francois Huber was a swiss naturalist who laid the
foundation of a scientific knowledge of the 

life history of the honey bee.



January
1

WCABA 2017 New Officers are:

President – Jim Colbert
Vice President – Laura Colburn

Membership Director – Shirley Doggett  
(Co-directors – Fred and Cecilia Richter)

Programs – John Hibbard
Editorial Directory – Mary Catherine Gardner

Secretary – Ginny Stubblefield
Treasurer – Phil Ainslie

Historian – Jennifer Shear
Librarian – Barbi Benjamin

“Thank You!” Refreshment Hosts: 
Sherry Smith, Jill Douglass, 

Matt Ludlum, Leigh Ann Brunson,
and Janine Hall.
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Announcements & Upcoming Events
Happy Holidays to all our WCABA beekeepers! Mark your calendars with these important dates 

so you don’t miss out on anything and consider getting involved by volunteering!

Swarm List
Contact Jim Colbert

512-863-7183
If you would like to be on the list to
collect swarms, provide your name,

phone number, and the areas
you would be able to serve. 

Also indicate if you are willing to
retrieve swarms that have nested 

in places difficult to reach 
(“cut-outs”).

Door Prizes!

January
21

If you would like to donate door prizes,
please bring items to our meeting.

November door prizes donated by:
Lisa Hoekstra and WCABA.

Winners:
Holly Medina, Ted Shear,

Charles Goertz, and
Diane Stromberg.

Austin 6th Annual
Beekeeping Seminar

Register now!

Don’t Forget,
our next

meeting is in
January

Don’t Forget,
our next

meeting is in
January

Support TBAs
“Real Texas Honey”

Program
Support your local Beekeeper

visit:
RealTexasHoney.com

to register and for more
information

Support TBAs
“Real Texas Honey”

Program
Support your local Beekeeper

visit:
RealTexasHoney.com

to register and for more
information

I hope all
our beekeepers did what
Jimmie did to my bees:

slipped cardboard under the
screened bottom of the brood box
and also partially closed the

entryway to the hive. He also checks
to be sure each hive has honey to
feed on; if not, he places a feeder jar
of sugar water in their entryway.

- Mary Bost

January
27

4H Essay Contest Deadline
This year’s topic is:

“How can MP3 (Managed
Pollinator Protection Plan)

more effectively protect
honey bees from pesticide

exposure?”

February
28

Deadline for
Ordering Bees

You must be a current 2017
member to order bees.

Membership and Order forms
can be found in this

newsletter.

Deadline for
Ordering Bees

You must be a current 2017
member to order bees.

Membership and Order forms
can be found in this

newsletter.



Austin 6th Annual Beekeeping Seminar 
January 21st, 2017 

Sponsored by the 
Austin Area Beekeepers Association                        

J.J. Pickle Research Campus 
10100 Burnet Road,

Austin, TX 78758 

Cost: $60 registration

Why: The mission of this daylong seminar is to educate people of all experience levels in
sustainable bee husbandry and to provide funding for the Texas A&M Honey Bee Lab.

Description: This is a daylong seminar offering 6 different educational presentations running
concurrently in each time slot throughout the day. This will provide many beginning and advanced
subjects to choose from.  A separate beginner’s track has been formatted covering a variety of startup
topics for soon to be or very new beekeepers.

Afternoon sessions will include many different presentations including:

Presenters:
• Professor Juliana Rangel- Posada Entomology Texas A&M
• Mark Dykes- Chief Texas Apiary Inspector
• Mary Reed- Texas Apiary Inspector
• Mark Hedley- Vice President Texas Beekeepers Assoc.
• Chris Doggett- President of the WCABA
• Tanya Phillips – Owner Bee Friendly Austin
• Elizabeth Walsh-Entomology Texas A&M
• Jay Poindexter-Owner of Poindexter Family Apiary
• Karl Acuri- Austin Area Beekeepers Assoc. (Co-organizer)
• Cameron Crane-Area Director Texas Beekeepers Assoc.
• Becky Bender-TX Master Naturalist
• Brandon Fehrenkamp- Owner of Austin Bees (formerly Eastside Honey Co.)
• Lance Wilson- Certified Master Beekeeper GMBP
• Chuck Reburn-Owner Bee Friendly Austin
• James and Chari Elam-Owners of Bluebonnet Beekeeping Supplies.
• Joe Bader- President of the Fredericksburg Beekeepers Assoc.
• Dennis Herbert-President of the Bell-Coryell Beekeepers Assoc.
• Dodie Stillman-Texas Master Beekeeper candidate

For more info and to register for this event go to:
http://aabaseminar2016.eventbrite.com

For additional information you can email Lance Wilson: lance@beekeepinghelp.com.
This organization is non-profit and all proceeds of this event will be used to promote sustainable

beekeeping practices and provide support to our much appreciated Texas A&M Honey Bee Lab.

Honey Bee Management 1 and 2
Honey Bee Biology and Behavior
Top Bar Management 1 and 2
Varroa Management
Brood Disease Control
Swarm Capture Techniques
Raising Queens 
Learn Honey Extraction Techniques
Harvest Economics
Beneficial Bee Flowers
Texas Ag Exemption
Ask an Expert

Queen Finding and Requeening
Honey Bee Reproductive Biology
Colony Supersedure and Management
Making Splits
Nutrition Management
Spring Management
Cut Outs
Products of the Hive
Equipment Building Workshops
Increasing Hive Productivity
Mead Making
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is should be
a lot of fun, 

everyone please
come out and

see us. 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
WILLIAMSON COUNTY AREA BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION

Dues $15.00 per year - individual or family membership 

New Member / Renewing Member       (circle one)                     Date:______________________

Name: _________________________________________________ Amount: $ _______________________

Address:  _________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________________

Phone: (         ) ________________________________ e-mail: ______________________________________
(please print)

To save postage cost, may we send your Newsletter via e-mail?  Yes[      ]   No[      ]

Instructions: print, fill out, and bring to club meeting, or mail with check to Membership:
Mrs. Shirley Doggett - 400 C. R. 440 - Thrall, TX 76578

WCABA Club Package & Queen Order Form 2017
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Address:  ___________________________________ City/State/Zip ________________________________

Phone: (         ) ________________________________ e-mail: ______________________________________
(please print)

I want to order:

No. __________ 3 # Package: R Weaver Bees with All-American queen .................................. $155.00/package
Packages with marked & clipped queens available for pickup Bost Farm on dellivery day.

No. __________ Honey Bee Queen (Based on combined order of 100) ................................................ $32.00/Queen
All-American queen, marked and clipped (same as packages).

No. __________ 5 Frame Nuc (Based on group order of 100 nucs) ................................................. $145.00/package
Nuc with three frames brood and mated queen, NOT marked or clipped.

How will you pay?  [      ] Cash  or  [      ] Check # ____________________________________________________________________________ Total $ Amt
Check Preferred                 of Order

Mail remittance to:
WCABA Order / Jimmie Oakley - 425 Sapphire Lane, Jarrell, TX 76537 Special Instructions:
Package, Nuc & Queen order Deadline must be postmarked by February 28, 2017
No resale or ownership transfer permitted on package or queens once ordered.
All secondary transactions must come through the club for tracking & delivery.
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WCABA Club Equipment Order Process
This year we have made arrangements with Busy Bee Supplies for our spring order. Visit www.busybeesupplies.com to access the order
process window. In the past we would drive over 3 hours to Dadant to save shipping fees for the spring order.  In addition we have never
received a discount through Dadant. Busy Bee Supplies has graciously agreed to have the entire spring order sent to the Bost Farm.

The advantages are as follows: 
(1) No shipping on any size order when using the coupon code WCABA10 
(2) Club members receive a 10% discount by using the WCABA10 coupon code.

Members must place their order by Feb. 28th to take advantage of the free shipping and 10% discount for this offer. Orders going through the
Mann Lake site will not get the extra 10% discount.  Any item carried in the Mann Lake catalogue can be ordered through Busy Bee Supplies.

The pick up date is Saturday March 18th. 
Members that don’t take advantage of the club spring order can still get free shipping on orders over $50.00 from busybeesupplies.com

Most woodware and some miscellaneous bee supplies are also available from Better Bee Equipment. 
Better Bee Equipment supplies are available for viewing at the monthly meeting (see Josiah Youngblood).



Welcome to our new members:
Keli McCarthy,  Leander; 
John Redden, Round Rock; 
John Mackenzie, Buda.

Renewing members are: 
Travis and Maureen Lane, 
San Angelo; Wayne Hayes, Austin;
Barbi Benjamin, Cedar Park;
William and Maurine Janke,
Georgetown; Lester and Margaret
Wetherell, Austin; Greg and Sherry
Oermann, Troy; Jennifer and 
Ted Shear, Georgetown; 
Matthew Ludlum, Austin; Hial and
Laura Colburn, Florence; 
Ed and Karen Eacrett, 
Copperas Cove; David and 
Sherry Smith, Georgetown.

Remember, benefits of membership
(besides learning and sharing
knowledge and experiences of
beekeeping) include use of the club
extracting equipment, getting
packages, nucs or queens at a reduced
price as well as getting new equipment
without paying shipping charges when
bees or equipment are ordered through
the club. You can find a membership
form to pay your 2017 dues at the end of
this newsletter. 

WCABA MEETING MINUTES
November 17, 2016

1.    Opening the Meeting: President Chris Doggett opened the meeting.

2.    Beekeeping 101: Laura Colburn discussed “Wintering Your Hives”.

3.    Announcements:

• Jimmie Oakley explained he will be taking orders for bee packages or nucs in January.  
The delivery week will be April 17, 2017.  Packages will sell for $155, nucs for $150.  
Volunteers will drive to Louisiana for nucs. 

• The deadline for scholarship applicants next year is Feb. 12, 2017.

• Reminder to everyone – there will be no meeting in December.

4.    Voting on Officers for 2017:  Chris Doggett read the list of the Nominees for 2017 Officers:

Jim Colbert – President Laura Colburn – Vice President
Membership Director– Shirley Doggett Programs – John Hibbard
Membership Co-Directors – Fred and Cecelia Richter Secretary – Ginny Stubblefield
Editorial Director – Mary Catherine Gardner Treasurer – Phil Ainslie
Historian – Jennifer Shear Librarian – Barbi Benjamin

A motion was made and seconded to approve the nominated parties for the positions in 2017.  
The motion passed.

Jim Colbert presented a certificate to Chris Doggett in appreciation of Chris’ service to the W.C.A.B.A.

Chris Doggett presented the President’s Gavel to Jim Colburn.

5.   Door Prizes: Chris Doggett announced the winners of door prizes.

6.   2016 Scholarship Recipients Discussed the Past Year as Beekeepers: 

•   Jordan Helvilin, mentored by Gill Bledsoe
•   Mia Koepp, mentored by Gary Bible
•   Sebastian Urban, mentored by Jim Colbert
•   Michael Wheeler, mentored by Holly Medina
•   Laurel Morris, mentored by Jimmie Oakley

7.    Meeting Attendance: 78 present

8.    Meeting Adjourned: President 
Jim Colbert adjourned the meeting.

9.    Date for Next Meeting: Our next
meeting will be on January 26, 2017. 

- Ginny Stubblefield, Secretary, WCABA
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New
Members
and 

Membership 
Renewals

Ginny Stubblefield setting up the table for the 
Science of Agriculture exhibit for school children,

sponsored by the Texas Farm Bureau.
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Williamson County Area
Beekeepers Association
4355 County Road 110
Georgetown, Texas 78626

Busy Bee Supplies New Location!
Busy Bee Supplies has moved and is now open year round. 

Now Located at:
509-D Brewster Ave.
Florence, TX 76527

Busy Bee Supplies’ new store front.
They also have a new giftshop right next door.

Store Hours:
M, T, TH, F: 9am - 4pm

Sat: 9am - 12pm
Closed: Wed and Sun.

Main Phone: 254-793-9459
To Order Call: 254-985-6079

Customer Service: 512-985-6080
www.busybeesupplies.com

New Gift Shop:
Members with handmade 
gift shop appropriate products, 
contact April May to inquire
about placing your products 
in the Gift Shop at 
Busy Bee Supplies new location. 
admin@busybeesupplies.com

April May is happy to help you
with your bee supply needs.


