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Endangered!

Wait, No - Maybe NOT Endangered...
by Elise Gardner
(WCABA Honey Queen & Apprentice Master Beekeeper)

review this regulation as expeditiously as possible
Declining bee populations is a hot political topic
and expects to issue further guidance on the
right now, with changing information coming out
eﬀective date of the listing shortly."
almost daily. Environmentalists and scientists have
strongly emphasized
Unfortunately for this
this issue, but the
bumble bee, in Senate
significance of the
hearings conducted on
decline in bee
Wednesday, February
populations does not
15 (led by Republican
seem to be making an
Senator John Barrasso of
impact on people, most
Wyoming), government
especially politicians!
oﬃcials set their sights
This is an urgent issue!
on repealing the
Our world is dependent
Endangered Species Act.
upon bees and without
The Washington Post
them we will have
reported that,
serious problems.
“Republican lawmakers
Recently, seven species
said the federal eﬀort
of bees were put on the
to keep species from
endangered species list
going extinct
in Hawaii, and more
encroaches on states’
bees are now on the
rights, is unfair to
threshold of being
landowners, and
classified as endangered
stymies eﬀorts by
in the lower 48 states,
mining companies to
as well. The rusty
extract resources and
patched bumble bee
bee I saw in my neighborhood this summer - a sight that, create jobs”. The
was slated to be put on A bumbleunfortunately,
has become more and more rare.
Endangered Species
the national endangered
Act was put into place in 1973, by President Nixon,
species list on Friday, February 10, 2017 - but then
in order to protect the ecosystems, resources, and
it wasn’t! What happened?!
habitats upon which endangered species depend.
Repealing this act will allow industries such as oil,
According to a Federal Register Notice issued by
logging, and other environmentally unfriendly
the Department of the Interior’s U.S. Fish and
trades to use lands where endangered species live.
Wildlife Service, on January 20, 2017, a memo was
This is extremely detrimental to our environment
issued by the new Trump administration delaying
and to human health - it will allow the exploitation
the eﬀective date of the published rule that aimed
of much needed habitats and resources, pushing
to declare the rusty patched bumble bee an
many species into extinction. This will aﬀect the
endangered species, under the Endangered
honey bees as well. There will be nothing stopping
Species Act. The White House stated that the
farming industries from using pesticides that can
postponement of this rule, and of other rules and
kill oﬀ the bees entirely.
regulations published in the Federal Register that
had not yet taken eﬀect, was for the purpose of
In addition, on February 3, 2017, Republican
“reviewing questions of fact, law, and policy they
congressman Matt Gaetz from Florida, introduced
raise.” In response to my request for comment, the
legislation (H.R. 861) aimed at eliminating the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service forwarded me the
directive they received from Heather Swift,
Environmental Protection Agency, altogether.
Department of the Interior spokesperson, saying,
His bill has been co-sponsored by three other GOP
"The Department (of the Interior) is working to
congressmen: Rep. Barry Loudermilk of Georgia,
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(continued...)

Endangered! Wait, No - Maybe NOT Endangered...
by Elise Gardner (WCABA Honey Queen & Apprentice Master Beekeeper)

Rep. Thomas Massie of Kentucky, and Rep. Steven
Palazzo of Mississippi. Gaetz’s oﬃce told Arturo
Garcia, author at Snopes.com, in an e-mail, that they
did not yet have the final draft of the bill, but
they provided an interim copy which
currently states that “The Environmental
Buzzwords:
Protection Agency shall terminate on
• Endangered •
December 31, 2018.”
To expose to harm or danger;
The Xerces Society for Invertebrate
Imperil;
Conservation stresses the importance of
To threaten with extinction.
federal laws and legislative eﬀorts to
We must protect our pollinators
protect
endangered species, including
before more end up becoming
insects. The formal “oﬃcial” listing of
endangered or extinct.
species that are threatened or
endangered has the benefit of not only
protecting these species by law, but also allocating
“An
funds to aid in recovery eﬀorts, and raising awareness in
endangered
the general public about the plight of these creatures.
species is one
This awareness can, in turn, lead to improved habitat
conservation eﬀorts. NBC News quotes Rebecca Riley, a
that meets any
senior attorney with the Natural Resources Defense
one of the
Council as saying, “The Trump administration has put
following
the rusty patched bumble bee back on the path to
criteria:
extinction. This bee is one of the most critically
a 50–70%
endangered species in the country and we can save it
- but not if the White House stands in the way.”
population
March 21, 2017 will be the new targeted eﬀective date
decrease over 10
to include this bee on the endangered species list
years, a total
(hopefully)...

geographic area
less than 5,000 km2
Now, whether you are a beekeeper or just love
(or local population
honey, I’m sure you’re wondering how this
confusing news about the rusty patched bumble
area less than 500
2
bee aﬀects you - after all, we are not talking
km ), a population
about honey bees. While this turn of events
size less than 2,500
might not necessarily directly aﬀect you (yet),
adults, a restricted
it is a major indication that honey bees are
population of 250 adults,
in jeopardy of being endangered soon, too,
and the more people who care, the better.
or a statistical prediction
It is a fact that many diﬀerent species of
that it will go extinct
bees rely on the same resources and are
within the next 20 years.”
vulnerable to many of the same
pesticides, diseases, and environmental
threats. It only makes sense that as
diﬀerent species are beginning to find
themselves endangered due to issues
related to these shared factors, that the
honey bees soon could find themselves
threatened too. As pesticides spread rampant
WCABA Honey Queen,
across
the globe, it is beginning to aﬀect
Elise Gardner,
important
creatures in adverse ways. This is
has a bee blog.
especially apparent with bees and other
Check it out at:
pollinators. Neonicotinoids are one of the
www.BusyBeeChic.com
biggest problems. Neonicotinoids are their own
class of pesticides that are applied through irrigation.

This allows for the chemicals
to incorporate into the
internal systems of the plant
they’re applied to, and find their way into
beehives as bees forage. Neonicotinoids
attack the bees’ central nervous systems. As the chemicals are
passed around the colony, taking down one bee at a time,
they can eventually kill oﬀ the entire hive. This is happening at
a very alarming rate - so alarming that if action is not taken
soon we could lose the bees forever.
I know I’m preaching to the choir here, but it is necessary for
us to protect the lives of bees at all cost! Beekeepers know
what many others do not - without the bees, ⅓ of our food
sources will disappear from our planet and send the human
race into widespread famine. Einstein said that once the bees
die, man only has 5 years left on this earth. Many people do
not realize that bee extinction could be the cause of the sixth
mass extinction, the likes of which humans have never seen
before. The downfall of the bees could very well be the
downfall of man. According to E.O. Wilson in the book The
Future of Life, some scientists estimate that up to half of all
presently existing animal and plant species may become extinct
in the next 80 years. In discussing the rusty patched bumble
bee possibly being included on the endangered species list
with PhD candidate, Liz Walsh from the Texas A&M Honey Bee
Lab, Liz mentioned that by the time an insect is placed on the
endangered species list, it is nearly impossible for it to come
back. This is because, unlike vertebrates (which most of the
endangered species documentation is geared toward), insects
have extremely short life spans, so their capacity to breed and
recover may not be able to outpace their decline before it is
too late. Beekeepers, scientists, politicians, federal agencies,
environmental conservationists, authors, reporters, artists,
filmmakers, teachers (and any other person who has a public
platform) all need to band together to educate others and to
send a clear message to our representatives that
upholding the Endangered Species Act and protecting
the Environmental Protection Agency is essential
to the survival of the human race.
It makes me so sad to see entire species disappear completely
from our planet at the hands of humans. I don't feel that it is
fair, and I will never be able to understand how we have not
been able to stop this from happening. Whether you’re a
beekeeper (or not), an animal lover, a “tree-hugger”, or just
someone who is grateful for this world we live in, we ALL owe
it to our planet to give back for everything it’s done for, and
given to, us. It is time we start treating the environment with
respect - otherwise all of the beauty on Earth will be lost
forever. One fact, I know is true, is that I don't want to see the
magnificent honey bee disappear, and I certainly don't want
my children, grandchildren, and many more generations after
them, to have to live in a world without beauty in nature, clean
air to breathe, and healthy food to eat. SAVE THE BEES!
(edited by Mary C. Gardner)
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The WCABA Bee Procurement Program Report

Queen bees from R Weaver Apiaries will come marked & clipped.

With two weeks left in the ordering
window for bees and queens in the
WCABA Bee Procurement Program, the
request for 5-Frame nucs nucs is
running ahead of our initial allotment
of 100 nucs - our current order is at
132. Gary Bible, Bee Procurement
Coordinator, has stayed in contact with
Merrimack Valley Apiaries to update
and increase our allotment as needed.

Orders for the 3-pound packages of bees and queens from R Weaver Apiaries in Navasota are
definitely running a distant second, with package orders currently totaling 42 and the marked and
clipped queens totaling 49.

BOOK NOOK
by Barbi Rose
This month's feature is
"Beekeeping: a Primer on Starting
and keeping a Hive" by
Dominique Devito. It is an easy to
read introduction for the novice
beekeeper. It gives basic
information on all aspecs of
beekeeping from starting a hive all
the way through harvesting the
honey. There are also several
recipes for honey and beeswax. All
illustrations are pencil drawings,
which gives this modern book an
old world feel.

WCABA Library Resources

Both of these sources for ordering packages, nucs, and queen bees will remain open until the
February 28th deadline, but members are encouraged to get their request and money in before
the last day of the month. Orders will be accepted at the club meeting. Also be sure to renew your
club membership for 2017 - this entitles you to participate in this program. A membership form, to
pay your dues, and a bee order form can be found inside this newsletter.
The delivery of the package bees, queens, and nucs is still tentatively scheduled for the last three
weeks in April. Queens and packages could arrive as early as the 11-12th of April with an early date
for nuc arrival of the 15th.
The actual delivery date will depend on how the season goes for the bee and queen producers
(depending on weather, growth of colonies supplying the bee stock, and the mating of the virgin
queens in the field). These factors all play into the making of nucs and shaking of bees that result in
the product that comes to you. We will keep you apprised of the actual delivery dates as they are
firmed up. Each member ordering will receive a “Pick-up Voucher” that has a pickup date and
quantity that the individual is entitled to pick up on the designated date.
I will emphasize now, and at each opportunity, that you must bring your pickup voucher as proof
of purchase to assure we have an accurate accounting of the products purchased and delivered.
Please help things run smoothly for us by complying with this request.

Sharing knowledge and information is
one of the benefits of being a club
member. Our librarian maintains a wide
variety of materials that can be checked
out by members.
Please browse through our list of materials
online at: http://wcaba.org/library.html
There is a large selection of books for
beginner to advanced and even children’s
books and DVDs. Members may reserve
resources by contacting the WCABA Librarian,
Barbi Rose at barbirose@yahoo.com.

Thank you,
Jimmie Oakley – Order Coordinator
jimmie.oakley@gmail.com
Make payments to WCABA. Pickup location will be:
Bost Farm, 4355 C. R. 110, Georgetown, TX 78626
Remember that you can order bee boxes, frames, and tops and bottoms from
Randy Oakley of Better Bee Equipment in Robinson. Stop by to see him at the meeting.

Be sure to return your books at the next meeting!

Queen bees in the 5 frame nucs from Merrimack
Valley Apiaries will NOT be marked.

3-pound packages of bees from R Weaver Apiaries
will come with a marked & clipped queen.
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Letter from the President - Jim Colbert

Recipe & Photo courtesy of
TheKitchenIsMyPlayground.com

Slow Cooker Apple Pork Loin
{with Honey & Cinnamon, too!}
Ingredients:
2 to 3 lb. boneless pork loin roast
2 tsp. cinnamon, divided
1/2 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. pepper
1/4 tsp. nutmeg
2-3 apples, cored and sliced (peel left on)
2 or 3 onions, peeled and left whole
1/4 c. apple cider, apple juice, chicken
broth, or water
4 Tbsp. honey
2 Tbsp. olive oil
Instructions:
Cut slits, about 1/2 to 1 inch deep, across
the top of the pork loin. Sprinkle all sides
and inside the slits with salt, pepper,
nutmeg, and 1 teaspoon of the cinnamon.

It has been unusually warm the last couple of weeks and it looks
like it may be warmer than usual through the middle of February.
This can be a critical time for your bees as they will be out
moving around and yet there is very little if any nectar to provide
the energy they need. The result is that they can starve without
additional feeding if they did not have adequate honey stored
from last fall. When the weather is nice (I like a day with temps at
least in the mid to upper 60’s, preferably in the 70’s) check your
hives. If you have any doubts, start feeding a 1:1 sugar syrup.
If the weather stays warm, it is time to start feeding anyway to be
ready for the early honey flow. There may already be plants
blooming by the time you read this if the warm spell continues.
Either way, don’t get behind the curve on feeding. It is better, in
my opinion, to feed too much than too little.

The orders for packages, NUCS and queens are in full swing. Orders for NUCS are already at the
100 mark and we are nearing our goal on packages and queens. If you haven’t gotten your
order in, please do so quickly. Also, if you haven’t paid your dues for 2017, now is the time to do
it. You will get far more from your membership than you will pay for it.
This is also the time to be getting your equipment in shape and ordering needed supplies.
Supers, frames, foundation, feeders, and many other items will be needed soon. Now is the
time to be buying and building the things you will need in a couple of months. If you are just
getting started, it can be intimidating to figure out what you need. We have some ideas on our
website and talking to bee keepers at our meeting is an invaluable source of information.
Trying to figure out where to order can also be confusing. If you are just getting started, you
may be comforted to know that every beekeeper will tell you stories of mistakes they have
made, and you are now in the process of developing yours! Another thing that may be
comforting is to realize that if you talk to 10 beekeepers, you will likely get 10 diﬀerent
opinions on how or why to do something as well as the best equipment to use. You will
develop your own style and ways of doing things. That is what makes this such a wonderful
endeavor. Well, I have rambled on for long enough so I will quit for now. See you on the 23rd.
- Jim
••••••••••••

OPTIONAL: Heat olive oil in a large Dutch
oven over medium-high heat. Place pork
loin in the Dutch oven and brown on all
sides. (Browning is an optional step. You can
brown the loin prior to putting it in the slow
cooker to give it color and more depth of flavor,
but this step can be skipped.)
Scatter a few apple slices in the bottom of the
slow cooker; pour in apple cider (or other chosen
liquid). Place pork loin on top of apples. Drizzle
honey into each slit and all over the top of the loin;
place an apple slice in each slit. Fit remaining apple
slices and onions around and on top of pork loin.
Sprinkle with remaining 1 teaspoon cinnamon.
Cook on low setting for 6 hours.

Jim Colbert, WCABA President

Late Winter - Early Spring Checklist
February and March are great times to
make preparations for Spring, when the
action really heats up in the beeyard.

In the Garden:

❏

In the Beeyard:

❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏

Hive inspection: Make sure it is at
least 60º if opening your hive
Look for disease, evidence of health
of queen, honey stores
If you are feeding your bees, keep
feeders full of 2:1 syrup
Equipment maintenance: build,
repair, clean, and sterilize
Add frames of foundation
Consider combining weak colonies
with strong colonies
Order supplies, including
medication, if needed, and pollen
substitute, to ready the hive for
brood rearing
Place your order for packaged bees
and/or nucs and queens

❏
❏
❏
❏

❏
❏

Plant bareroot shrubs, roses, and
fruit such as: apples, peaches,
pecans, pears, pomegranates,
persimmons, figs, grapes,
strawberries, blackberries
Prune and/or divide perennials,
roses, shrubs, and trees
Clean up beds to prepare for spring
planting and add compost/fertilizer
Consider installing drip irrigation
for water conservation
Plant winter vegetables such as:
artichoke, asparagus, beets, bok
choy, broccoli, cabbage, carrots,
kale, kohlrabi, leeks, lettuce, onions,
radish, spinach, and turnips
Plant transplants of cool season
flowers such as: allysum,
bluebonnet, larkspur, pansies,
poppies, and snapdragons
Sow wildflower seeds
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Sampling Hives for
Varroa Destructor and
Treating with Oxalic Acid
by Laura Colburn

A new method for treating
Varroa mites was approved by
the EPA and the Texas EPA at
the end of 2015: Oxalic Acid.
Oxalic Acid is the substance
found in vegetables like
greens, cabbage, and rhubarb
that make your teeth feel a little gritty.
It’s also naturally found in honey.
It’s not fat soluble, so it doesn’t accumulate in
wax, but it can increase the Oxalic Acid levels
in uncapped honey.
Studies on the eﬃcacy of Oxalic Acid show up to a 97%
eﬃcacy rate and thus far there has been no evidence of
mite resistance. That being said, some experts still
suggest rotating this treatment with others, to stay on
the safe side. Oxalic Acid has been used for decades in
Europe to treat Varroa. Bee Culture Magazine met with a
group of commercial beekeepers from Italy who explain
they treat twice a year every year: in winter when their
hives are naturally broodless and again in summer after
inducing an artificial broodless period by caging the
queens. http://www.beeculture.com/oxalic-acideﬀective-easy-on-bees-but/
Before I go into the methods of using Oxalic Acid, I’ll
address assessing your mite counts using a
powdered sugar shake and knowing when to treat
your hives. Lance Wilson suggests assessing your
mite count four times each year; Liz Walsh, from
For further reading,
the A&M Honey Bee Lab, and Mary Reed, from the
please visit:
Texas Apiary Inspection Service, suggest every
month from spring through fall. This information
http://scientificbeekeeping.com/
can be found on the Honey Bee Health
oxalic-acid-powerpoint-presentation/
Coalition website at:
http://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroa/
http://scientificbeekeeping.com/

A powdered sugar shake uses ½
cup of bees, approximately 300 bees,
and powdered sugar to dislodge the mites
for counting. You will need a plastic tub with lid, a quartsized, large-mouth Mason jar with #8 screen in the cap,
half-cup measuring cup, powdered sugar, paper plate, and
spray bottle of water. You can watch a video of me
performing a sugar roll here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ht3Z-9U2xow
Collect a sample of bees: Select a brood frame with plenty
of bees. If the queen is on the frame, either select another
frame or carefully move her to another frame. With a sharp
rap, knock the bees into the plastic tub and put the lid on.
Put the frame back in the hive and move the tub of bees to
your work area.
Roll with sugar: Open the tub of bees, scoop one-half cup,
and pour them into the Mason jar. Screw on the screened lid.
You may set the tub of remaining bees near the hive. Put 2
tablespoons powdered sugar through the screened lid of the
jar. Vigorously shake the bees for 1 minute, then set down
the jar for 3 minutes. After shaking and waiting, invert the jar
over the paper plate and shake like a salt shaker until no
mites are falling out. I like to spray the plate with a little water
so the mites stick to the plate. Add another tablespoon of
sugar to the jar, shake for 30 seconds and let the jar sit for 2-3
minutes. Shake out mites over the plate until no further
mites fall out.
Count mites and assess percentage: Spray the paper plate
with water to make the mites more visible. To calculate the
mites per 100 bees, divide the number of mites you count by
300 (ex: 12 mites / 300 = .04) then multiply by 100 (0.04 x 100
= 4). If you counted 12 mites, your mite percentage for that
hive is 4%. If you have a mite count of 2% or greater, you
need to treat.

oxalic-dribble-tips/
http://scientificbeekeeping.com/
oxalic-acid-heat-vaporization-andother-methods-part-2-of-2-parts/
http://www.beeculture.com/
oxalic-acid-eﬀective-easy-on-bees-but/
http://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroa/

Image source: Honey
Bee Health Coalition
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Using Oxalic Acid to Destroy the Destructor
Oxalic Acid is a naturally occurring acid found in many plants, including the nectar bees collect. This means they have a tolerance for it
because it’s in their daily diet. The Varroa mite is very sensitive and the acid penetrates the pads of their feet, killing them in their phoretic
stage, when the mites are on adult bees. This is important to note because oxalic acid will not kill Varroa hiding in the brood cells. If brood is
present at time of treatment, multiple treatments will be necessary to kill the Varroa with emerging bees.
Two methods of oxalic acid application can be used: liquid and vapor. The best time to treat is when the hive is broodless in winter or when
hiving a new package or swarm. However, if mite levels are above 2%, don’t wait to treat. Materials for both methods can be found online at
Brushy Mountain Bee Farm and Oxavap.com.
A recent study conducted by Laboratory of Apiculture and Social Insects (LASI) at the University of Sussex compared the three methods of
application: trickling, spraying, and vapor. They found that the vapor method was not only more eﬀective in killing mites, it also resulted in
better hive health later and lower adult bee mortality. Bee Culture Magazine carries the study here: http://www.beeculture.com/sublimation/

Using the Vapor Method
Gather Materials
• Oxalic Acid crystals (The only oﬃcial
source is Brushy Mountain Bee Farm)
• 12V motorcycle battery
• Vaporizing wand
• Goggles and respirator
• Spray bottle of water
• Towel
• Safety goggles and respirator
suited for acid and gas

Connect the vaporizer to the battery and set
your timer for 2 1/2 minutes. Disconnect the
battery and set timer for an additional
2 minutes. Seal the entrance with a towel
and set timer for 10 minutes.
The EPA requirements state honey supers
can be replaced 15 minutes after the
vaporizer has been removed.

To prepare the solution, use a ratio of 5
grams OA: 50 grams sugar: 50 ml water per
hive. Use 3.75 grams to the same amount of
water for a medium count, and 3 grams for a
light count. See Randy Oliver’s website for
adjusting your ratio for lighter mite counts.
Bring water to 150 degrees, mix in the OA,
then add sugar. Allow to cool and store in a
glass container.

Important: Peek in the entrance and make sure
there is no flammable debris on the bottom
board. If there is, use a long stick to remove
it (I use a ¼”x18” long scrap piece of wood).

Spray the hot tray with water and clean with
a towel after each use. Be cautious with the
hot vaporizer and be sure not to let it touch
you or anything that may melt or burn. Also,
wear goggles and a respirator rated for gas
and acid to protect your eyes and lungs
from the vapors.

Using the Dribble Method
Applying the Vapor

The dribble method is less expensive than
vapor and requires fewer materials, but does
require opening the hive to apply.

Place 1 gram of oxalic acid crystals per
brood box in tray and level with the back of
your hive tool. Carefully insert the tray into
the entrance and center below the hive.
Some vaporizers come with an attachment
which will serve to seal the hive, but if yours
doesn’t have one, seal the hive with a towel.

Materials
• Oxalic Acid
• Luer slip syringe
(can be found at farm supply stores)
• Sugar
• Water
• Gloves

Photo from Scientific Beekeeping

Applying the Dribble
• Open hive to expose brood box
• Draw 50 ml solution into syringe
(or do each seam individually,
drawing only 5 ml at a time)
• Slowly dribble 5 ml solution along each
seam of bees
• Do not apply more than 50 ml per hive
Remember: This is an acid solution, so do
not get it in your eyes or on your skin. Wash
your hands well after application.
For further reading visit http://scientificbeekeeping.com/
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Dear Texas Beekeepers,
My name is Alex Payne, and
I am a first year Ph.D. student
in Dr. Rangel's Honey Bee Lab
at Texas A&M University.
My dissertation research will
be looking at how invasive
ants impact managed honey
bee colonies in Texas.
Recently, scientists in New
Zealand found that invasive
Argentine ants can act as
reservoirs of Deformed Wing
Virus (DWV) and potentially
transmit this virus to honey
bees when raiding hives for
resources (Sébastien et al.,
2015). The main goal of my
project is to identify if any
ant species in Texas are
acting as possible reservoirs
of viral pathogens and
contributing to the spread
of disease.

Educational Outreach
Educational outreach and scientific collaboration are so
important in our eﬀorts to protect honey bees. It is through
getting the word out about the challenges honey bees face by
educating people and encouraging them to take an interest in bees
and beekeeping, that we can make a real impact on bee conservation.
Monument Market: Intro to Beekeeping Class
Jimmie Oakley from Bost Farm Honey conducted an
Intro to Beekeeping Class at the Monument Market
in Georgetown on Saturday, February 11, to about
forty individuals interested in beekeeping. Using the
Dadant bee posters, Jimmie explained the nature of
bees. He also used numerous props to show how to
install bees, inspect a hive, and extract honey using
an extractor.

I am looking for any
beekeepers who have been
having issues with ants or
who have noticed ants on
their hive stands and/or
entering their colonies.
I would be collecting live
ants from invaded hives
along with a small number of
bees in order to determine the
viruses present in both species.
It would be preferable to
collect ants that are within the
hives and feeding on resources,
but I can collect ants that emerge
from the entrance of the hive if
beekeepers would prefer me not
to enter into their hives.
If you are interested in helping me
answer this research question or
you have further questions
regarding this subject, please contact
me at alexnpayne@gmail.com.
I really appreciate your consideration
and help in this matter!

The presentation lasted about 1 ½ hours and prompted
many good questions from the interested crowd.

Mrs. Bost was also in attendance.
Thank you, Kay Oakley, for taking photos!

Honey Queen and Scholarship Programs
Educational programs, such as the WCABA Honey
Queen program, the Ed Wolfe-Robert Bost Memorial
Scholarship and mentor program, the 4-H Beekeeping
essay contest, and the Texas Master Beekeeper Program,
are invaluable educational resources for our youth.
ey are the future of beekeeping.
Jimmie Oakley and Elise Gardner with
John Swan (J. J.), President of the Travis
County Beekeepers Association (TCBA).

Sincerely,
Alex Payne
alexnpayne@gmail.com

Elise Gardner was crowned 2017
WCABA Honey Queen by Emma
Wall at a ceremony in January.

Michael Wheeler, 2016 scholarship
recipient, telling our club about going
to schools to teach about bees.

TCBA invited Jimmie Oakley to speak and
educate them about how to start their
own club scholarship and queen program.
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Wildfire Prevention in the Beeyard
by Mary Bost

The Texas Farm Bureau recently published an article about the danger
of wildfire for farmers. Several of their pointers are applicable to
beekeepers, since we’ve had greater than usual grass and weed growth
following the good rains in January. Now the forecast is for drier and
hotter weather conditions for the upcoming months, making
conditions more conducive to wildfire. Consequently, beekeepers need
to be especially wary and watchful of how we use our smokers.
Here are a few suggestions:
(1) Use caution when starting fire in your smoker; if possible, start the
fire in an area away from plant growth;
(2) Set lit smoker on non-flammable surface (such as a metal hive top)
when not using it to smoke the hive;
(3) When finished with smoker, take all precautions to be sure
contents of smoker are no longer inflammable—stomp on
contents that have been emptied on the ground and soak with
water to eliminate any chance of re-ignition;
(4) Mow a wide swath around your hive(s) to eliminate fuel for wildfire.

WCABA (Basic) Beekeeping Equipment List
The Equipment Listed Below is the suggested Minimum Needed to Start Beekeeping

Busy Bee Supplies 2017
Qty Unit Item Number
Description
Price
Total Price
1
1
WW-600
9 5/8" Deep Hive Body Unassembled
$13.50
$13.50
1
1
FR-821
9 1/8" Grooved Top Bar & Grooved Bottom Bar Frames (case of 10)
$10.50
$10.50
1
1
FN-710
8 1/2 x 16 1/4 Rite-Cell beeswax coated sheet (black, case of 10)
$12.95
$12.95
1
1
WW-690
Varroa Screened Bottom Board (assembled)
$28.95
$28.95
1
1
WW-365
Flat Wood (Migratory) Cover
$11.75
$11.75
1
1
FD-100-WD
Wooden Entrance Feeder
$6.95
$6.95
1
1
CL-100
Square Folding Veil w/Elastic
$12.75
$12.75
1
1
CL-130
Plastic Sun Helmet
$10.95
$10.95
1
1
CL-605
Economy Leather Gloves (Medium)
$12.95
$12.95
1
1
HD-584
9" Hive Tool
$4.50
$4.50
1
1
BM-847
First Lessons in Beekeeping
$10.95
$10.95
1
1
HD-660
Bee Brush
$5.75
$5.75
1
1
HD-556
Standard
Smoker
$25.95
$25.95
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Subtotal:
$168.40
Taxes (8.25%): ________
$ 13.89

Total:

$182.29
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Announcements & Upcoming Events
Mark your calendars with these important dates so you don’t miss out on anything!
Consider getting involved by volunteering!
February

February

TBA Annual Winter
Delegates Meeting

Deadline for
Ordering Bees

18

28

Club representatives will be
attending this meeting at the Bee
Lab on the Texas A&M campus in
College Station to learn about
proposed House Bill 1293
to update Texas
bee laws.

You must be a current 2017
member to order bees.
Membership and Order forms
can be found in this
newsletter.

“Thank You!” Refreshment Hosts:
Leigh Ann Brunson, Jill Douglass,
Janine Hall, and
Sherry Smith.

Swarm List

Door Prizes!
If you would like to donate door prizes,
please bring items to our meeting.
January door prizes donated by:
Ginny Stubblefield, Busy Bee, Blake
Shook, Lisa Hoekstra, Frank Hunt, & TBA.
Winners: Terry Wyatt, Madeline Baird,
Charles Fowler, Antonio Martinez,
Donna Ingram, Tom O’Neil, Barbara
Hunt, Laura Bradshaw, &
Robert McGammon.

If you would like to be on the list to
collect swarms, provide your name,
phone number, and the areas
you would be able to serve.
Also indicate if you are willing to
retrieve swarms that have nested
in places diﬃcult to reach
(“cut-outs”).

June

March

Support TBAs
“Real Texas Honey”
Program
Support your local Beekeeper
visit:

RealTexasHoney.com
to register and for more
information

Ed Wolfe-Robert Bost
Memorial Scholarship.

Contact Jim Colbert
512-863-7183

10

25

Central Texas
Bee School
in
in Brenham,
Brenham,TX
TX

Mary Bost has received
SIX applications!
Applicants must attend the next
meeting of the Williamson County
Area Beekeepers, where they will
be briefed on qualifications,
requirements, and expectations
for the program,
if accepted.

Summer Clinic

University of Texas, Arlington
Don’t miss it!

Aaron Stenulson
from the Williamson County Tax
oﬃce to graciously agreed
to share his presentation on the
requirements for Ag Exemption
with us. Look for it on the WCABA
website here:

http://wcaba.org/documents/
AgExempt.pdf
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
WILLIAMSON COUNTY AREA BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Dues $15.00 per year - individual or family membership
New Member / Renewing Member

(circle one)

Date:______________________

Name: _________________________________________________ Amount: $ _______________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________________
Phone: (

) ________________________________ e-mail: ______________________________________
(please print)

To save postage cost, may we send your Newsletter via e-mail? Yes[

] No[

]

Instructions: print, fill out, and bring to club meeting, or mail with check to Membership:
Mrs. Shirley Doggett - 400 C. R. 440 - Thrall, TX 76578

WCABA Club Package & Queen Order Form 2017
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________ City/State/Zip ________________________________
Phone: (

) ________________________________ e-mail: ______________________________________
(please print)

I want to order:
No. __________ 3 # Package: R Weaver Bees with All-American queen .................................. $155.00/Package
Packages with marked & clipped queens available for pickup Bost Farm, (4355 C. R. 110, Georgetown, TX 78626) on dellivery day.

No. __________ Honey Bee Queen (Based on combined order of 100) ................................................ $32.00/Queen
All-American queen, marked and clipped (same as packages).

No. __________ 5 Frame Nuc (Based on group order of 100 nucs)

.................................................

$145.00/Nuc

Nuc with three frames brood and mated queen, NOT marked or clipped.

How will you pay? [

] Cash or [

] Check # ___________________________________________________
Checks Preferred
(Made payable to WCABA)

Total $ Amt
of Order

Mail remittance to:

WCABA Order / Jimmie Oakley - 425 Sapphire Lane, Jarrell, TX 76537

Special Instructions:

Package, Nuc & Queen order Deadline must be postmarked by February 28, 2017
No resale or ownership transfer permitted on package or queens once ordered.
All secondary transactions must come through the club for tracking & delivery.
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WCABA Club Equipment Order Process
This year we have made arrangements with Busy Bee Supplies for our spring order. Visit www.busybeesupplies.com to access the order
process window. In the past we would drive over 3 hours to Dadant to save shipping fees for the spring order. In addition we have never
received a discount through Dadant. Busy Bee Supplies has graciously agreed to have the entire spring order sent to the Bost Farm.
The advantages are as follows:
(1) No shipping on any size order when using the coupon code WCABA2017
(2) Club members receive a 10% discount by using the WCABA10 coupon code.
Members must place their order by Feb. 28th to take advantage of the free shipping and 10% discount for this oﬀer. Orders going through the
Mann Lake site will not get the extra 10% discount. Any item carried in the Mann Lake catalogue can be ordered through Busy Bee Supplies.

The pick up date is Saturday March 18th.
Members that don’t take advantage of the club spring order can still get free shipping on orders over $50.00 from busybeesupplies.com
Most woodware and some miscellaneous bee supplies are also available from Better Bee Equipment.
Better Bee Equipment supplies are available for viewing at the monthly meeting (see Randy Oakley).
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New
Members
and
Membership
Renewals
Welcome to our new members:
Paul & Kristen Kline, Rockdale;
Brian Ballinger, Austin; Randy Rife,
Elgin; Ronald and Vickie Woelfel,
Lexington; Matt & Mariann Brown,
Georgetown; Peggy Bower, Austin;
John Mackenzie, Buda;
Jennifer Shear & Ted Shear,
Georgetown; Kelli McCarthy, Leander;
John Redden, Round Rock; John
Norman, Florence;
Susan Humiston, Salado;
Laura Bradshaw, Elgin; Buddy &
Cherie Miller, Marble Falls.

Renewing members are:

WCABA MEETING MINUTES
January 26, 2017
1. Opening the Meeting: President Jim Colbert opened the meeting.
2. President’s Announcements:
• Help our Library by returning your books to the next meeting after you check them out. Your
membership badge will be your W.C.A.B.A. library card.
• Door Prizes – the club appreciates donations from members for our door prizes.
• For students wishing to apply for the Ed Wolfe-Robert Bost Memorial Scholarship to learn about
bees and beekeeping, please contact Jimmie Oakley at the meeting or at
jimmie.oakley@gmail.com. The deadline for essays is February 10, 2017.
• Beekeeping 201 – we are looking for volunteers to lead discussions.
• Bee Procurement – Jimmie Oakley and Gary Bible are taking orders at a table on the west wall.
• Mentors – we always need mentors to work with the scholarship recipients and new beekeepers.
Contact Jim Colbert.

Kimberly & Kevin Nesmith,
• Swarm List – anyone interested in retrieving swarms can contact Jim Colbert.
Georgetown; Biritton Schlinke,
Austin; Neal Armstrong, Austin; Paul
• Membership – it is time to sign up or renew your 2017 membership to the W.C.A.B.A.
Clutts, Pflugerville;
Shawn Anchors, Georgetown; Paula
3. Beekeeping 101: Laura Colburn taught a session on “Bee biology: life cycle, castes, and the
Nemec, Taylor; The Martinez Family,
cooperative care of the hive”.
Georgetown;
Darlene Symons, Georgetown; Daniel
Simon, Liberty Hill;
4. Beekeeping 201: Chris Doggett lead a discussion regarding varroa mites and swarms.
David Tatum, Liberty Hill;
Chris Doggett presented the President’s Gavel to Jim Colburn.
Bill Bradley, Georgrtown;
Nicole Santos, Round Rock;
5. Our New Honey Queen: Emma Wall, our outgoing Honey Queen, presented Elise Gardner, our
Don Schwertner, Jarrell; Shannon
Rector, Leander; Jim Colbert,
current Honey Princess, with the Honey Queen sash, making Elise our new Honey Queen. Elise’s
Georgetown; Jim Huﬀman, Austin;
mother, Mary Catherine Gardner, presented Elise with a beautiful bouquet of flowers to celebrate
Dewey & Mary Helmcamp, Round Rock;
Elise becoming our Honey Queen.
Ann Bierschenk, Georgetown; Chris &
Carmen Gagne, Leander; Jake & Allison
French, Georgetown; The Oakley Family,
6. Program: Our Program Director, John Hibbard,
Robinson; Jerry & Donna Ingham,
introduced the evening’s speaker, Aaron
Spicwood; Roger & Babs Cheatham, Hutto;
Mark & Ann Witcher, Austin; The Urban Family,
Stenulson from the Williamson Central Appraisal
Georgetown; Marcela Faidley, Austin; Karen
District, Land/AG Manager. Mr. Stenulson spoke
Flanagan, Austin; April & Jason Walston,
to members about ag exemptions for
Florence; Bill Boulton, Austin;
The Wheeler Family, Pflugerville;
beekeepers.
Jim Houstoun, Austin; Stephen Gardipee, Belton;
Mary Alice Herring, Briggs; Robert & Sally Horton,
7. Meeting Adjourned: President
Bastrop; Lori Esch, Georgetown; Jason & Dena
Jim Colbert adjourned the meeting.
Collar, Georgetown; Wayne Baker, Temple; Chris
Windsor, Liberty Hill; Jordan Heivilin, Lampasas;
Layne Muilman, Georgetown;
8. Date for Next Meeting: Our next
Jackie Palermo, Jonestown; The Wall Family Leander;
meeting will be on February 23, 2017.
Manoj & Cyndy Mathew, Leander;
Jim & Sara Rodeghero, Liberty Hill; Bert & Linda Hunter,
Belton; Robbie & Amy Danek, Round Rock; Gill Bledsoe,
Lampasas; and Charles Fowler, Hutto.
- Ginny Stubblefield, Secretary, WCABA

Ginny Stubblefield setting up the table for the
Science of Agriculture exhibit for school children,
sponsored by the Texas Farm Bureau.

Williamson County Area Beekeepers Assosiation • 4355 County Road 110, Georgetown, Texas 78626 • http://www.wcaba.org/ • email: info@wcaba.org

Busy Bee Supplies New Location!

Texas Master Beekeeper 2017 Spring Exam

Busy Bee Supplies has moved and is now open year round.

It’s time to get ready to take the 2017 Texas Master Beekeeper
spring exam (which is only oﬀered twice a year), on March 24, 2017.
Registration is now open and is limited to 45 people for the
Apprentice level exam, so register soon to secure your spot.

Now Located at:
509-D Brewster Ave.
Florence, TX 76527
Store Hours:
M, T, TH, F: 9am - 4pm
Sat: 9am - 12pm
Closed: Wed and Sun.
Main Phone: 254-793-9459
To Order Call: 254-985-6079
Customer Service: 512-985-6080
www.busybeesupplies.com

New Gift Shop:
Members with handmade
gift shop appropriate products,
contact April May to inquire
about placing your products
in the Gift Shop at
Busy Bee Supplies new location.
admin@busybeesupplies.com

Busy Bee Supplies’ new store front.
They also have a new giftshop right next door.

Once you submit your information you will need to mail a check
or money order of $50.00 to: Texas Apiary Inspection Service,
2475 TAMU, College Station, TX 77843-2475.
Make checks payable to AgriLife Research Department of
Entomology. Once they receive your payment they will send you a
confirmation e-mail containing important exam day information.
Payments must be postmarked by March 17th.
For review session PowerPoints or questions about the program, visit
http://masterbeekeeper.tamu.edu/ or contact the
Texas Apiary Inspection Service by emailing: tais@tamu.edu

April May is happy to help you
with your bee supply needs.
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