April 2016 Newsletter

Next Meeting:

Thursday, April 28, 2016
7:00-8:00: Beekeeping 101 / 201
8:00-9:00: Program
First United Methodist Church
Georgetown (MMC bldg.)
Beekeeping 101: Laura Colburn
“e Growing Hive”
Beekeeping 201: Randy Oakley
"Treatments for Pests & Diseases"
Program Speaker: Becky Bender
"Beescapes: Nectar & Pollen
Plants for Honeybees"

WCABA Oﬃcers:
PRESIDENT: Chris Doggett
512-914-2794
ckdoggett@gmail.com
VICE PRESIDENT: Jim Colbert
512-863-7183
colbertj@hotmail.com

Installing Your Package of Bees
by Laura Colburn

Your first package can be a bit intimidating.
Will they survive? Will they accept the queen?
Will they stay?! With a little care and attention,
you can help the answer to all of those
questions be “Yes!”
Prepare the Site
Set up all your hive hardware and gather your
tools. You want a location that gets ample
morning and mid-day sun but with some
afternoon shade. They should be protected from
north winds, and oﬀ the ground enough to
prevent flooding during heavy rains.
Set up your bottom board, medium or deep hive
body with 4 frames, and cover. If using a frame or
top feeder, you can put those in without the
syrup. Gather your hive tool, stapler, and string
(in case your queen cage doesn’t have a strap).
Mix 1:1 sugar syrup and reserve some for a new
spray bottle. Fill your feeders right before
installing your package.

or stop for lunch.
You paid good
money for those
bees and they
depend on you to
get them to their
new home. Save
the side trips for
another time.
Keep Them Cool
If you’re not installing them right
away, keep them in a cool and shaded location.
If your garage is insulated, that will do. Install the
bees during the cool of the morning or late
afternoon, but not during the heat of the day.
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Put in the Queen
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If using a screened bottom board, put in the
Varroa trap board so the hive is dark and cozy.

Spray the bees lightly with sugar syrup. Remove
the staple on the queen cage strap, then pry out
the can of syrup. Be sure to hold on to the cage
strap! If you let go, she will fall to the bottom of
the box. Remove the queen cage and cover the
hole at the top of the package while you install
the queen.

When you’re ready to begin the installation, be
sure to wear protective clothing: at least a veil
and gloves.
Pick Up Day
On the day you pick up your package, put them
in a shaded place in your car so the sun isn’t
shining in on them. There are a lot of bees in that
little box and they can overheat quickly. It’s a
good idea to secure them as well so they don’t
topple over or slide around in your vehicle. Go
straight home. This isn’t the time to run errands

Williamson County Area Beekeepers Assosiation • 4355 County Road 110, Georgetown, Texas 78626 • http://www.wcaba.org/ • email: info@wcaba.org

Installing Your Package of Bees (continued)
Remove the cork from the candy end of the
cage, but don’t poke the candy. You want a
slow release of the queen so the package
has ample time to get acquainted and learn
to love their new queen. Remember, none of
the bees in the package are related to each
other or to the queen. They are in chaos and
need time to adjust.

Add the Bees

The First Month

Spray the bees lightly with sugar syrup.
Give the box a gentle but firm thump on the
ground to shake the bees to the bottom of
the box. Remove the cover from the hole
and quickly pour some bees over the queen
cage. Pour the rest of the bees in the space
over the missing frames. You will need to
thump the box once or twice as you pour.
When most of the bees are in the hive, place
the box in front of the hive. Gently insert the
remaining frames, moving slowly so the
bees can adjust to the change in space, then
put on the cover.

One week after the queen is released, you
should see eggs and small larva. In the
second week, you should see one to two
frames of eggs and larva. At your third week
inspection, you should see capped brood. If
you don’t have at least two frames of eggs
and larva by the end of the second week,
you may have a problem with your queen.
Contact the source as soon as possible to
discuss replacement options.

Be Patient
Enjoy watching your bees from outside the
hive, but avoid opening the hive for one
week. Too much disturbance can cause the
bees to abscond or blame the queen and
not accept her. After a week, check the cage
to make sure she’s been released. If not,
remove the other cork and release her into
the hive.
Feed the Bees
Place the queen cage between two central
frames, with the screen perpendicular to the
frames. The candy can be above or
horizontal, but avoid putting it below the
queen. You can also glue the back of the
cage to a piece of cardboard and suspend
the cage horizontally between the top bars
of the frames.

They need an abundant source of liquid feed
in their early weeks to draw comb and feed
the hive. Feed 1:1 sugar syrup and make sure
they don’t run out. You can reduce feeding
when they start storing the syrup.

Starting your first package is exciting, and
watching your hive grow and thrive is a
fulfilling and happy experience. Enjoy your
bees. When your hive has seven out of ten
frames drawn and close to full of brood,
pollen, or nectar, add another medium or
deep box. Giving them ample space at the
right time will help them grow and produce.

Pickup of Bees & Queens has Begun...
Picking up
Bees and
Queens at the
Bost Farm
(4355 C.R.
110, SE of
Georgetown)
has started in
earnest. The
two day
allocation
each weekend
has allowed
extra opportunity to get your bees early, so please take
advantage of it.
April 29 & 30 there will be 90 packages for
distribution, so come early both days to help
get the bees out of the honey house and
into the field where they can start working.
The supplemental order distribution will
occur two weeks later on Saturday, May 14th.

Don’t forget your pickup voucher!

Keeping the bees COOL!

Early bee pickup, by appointment only,
on Wednesday afternoon, April 27 or
Thursday, April 28. Call Jimmie Oakley at
(512) 507-3009 to schedule an appointment.

Be sure to bring your Pickup Voucher to
assure you can claim your package bees. We
have received good reports on Queen
acceptance and package strength.

Please bring the wooden screened box the
package bees came in back to the next
meeting so they can be reused to cut down
production cost.

If you have any questions, please contact
me at: jimmie.oakley@gmail.com
Thanks! Jimmie Oakley
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2015 Scholarship Recognition and
2016 Scholarships Awarded
2015 Scholarship recipients recognized at the last meeting and awarded Certificates of Achievement were Annalisa "Lissy" Martinez of
Georgetown, Jeﬀrey Whitworth of Bastrop and Claire Birdwell of Copperas Cove, Texas.
2016 Scholarship winners announced at the meeting were Jordan Heivilin of Lampasas, Mia Koepp and Laurel Morris from Leander,
Sebastian Urban of Georgetown, and Michael Wheeler from Pflugerville, Texas. The recipients, with help from previous winners, assembled
the beekeeping equipment and received their protective gear to conclude the evening.
Scholarship Orientation was conducted at the Bost Farm on Saturday, April 16, where Recipients learned how to install their bees into their
equipment and started their adventures in beekeeping.
Thanks to the mentors, Gil Bledsoe, Gary Bible, Jim Colbert, and Holly Medina, for stepping forward to assist these young people master the
art of beekeeping.

Recognition: WCABA Honey Queen, Emma Wall, Princess Elise Garner, Lissy Martinez,
Jeﬀrey Whitworth, Claire Birdwell, and Texas Honey Queen Hope Pettibon.

The Work Crew: Current and former Scholarship Recipients and Queens and Princess
assemble boxes and frames at meeting.

Scholarship Orientation: Jimmie instructs the Scholarship Recipients in Beekeeping
Basics as they learn how to install bees into boxes.

Scholarship Orientation: Michael Wheeler, Laurel Morris, Jordan Heivilin, Sebastian
Urban and Mia Koepp making smoke for the bees.

Williamson County Area Beekeepers Assosiation • 4355 County Road 110, Georgetown, Texas 78626 • http://www.wcaba.org/ • email: info@wcaba.org

Letter from the President
So this is where it gets exciting in the world of the beekeeper. You
will have, or are about to, pick up your packages of bees. For the new
beekeeper there’s a kind of anticipation and a degree of nervousness.
Don’t be afraid of the bees. The packages are really just swarms with
a new queen and the bees will most likely be gentle as you install
them into their new home. Enjoy them and spend a lot of time just
watching them – they fascinate! Please do not feel the urge to open
the hive again until at least a week has passed. The bees need to get
used to the pheromones of their new queen and decide that the hive
you have them in is a good place to live.

BOOK NOOK
by Holly Medina
We have now added a few new
books based on the requests of
some of the members.
Please stop by the library and
check them out.
1.

2.

3.
4.

5.

6.

7.

When you do open the hive again make sure the queen has been
released and has maybe started to lay eggs. If you wish to find the
queen, this will be the easiest it ever is. Please don’t forget to feed
them – they will not survive otherwise. A 1-1 sugar water by weight is
the mixture you will need. Add some “Honey-B-Healthy” if you have it.

Chris Doggett, WCABA President

For those of you who are experienced beekeepers – that means you’ve had a hive or more for a year!
– the honey flow should have started, there is less need to feed and hopefully the honey crop will be
better than it was this past year. The wildflowers seemed to be early this year, mesquite has already
bloomed for its first time and we should soon see the Indian Blanket that the bees love so much.
Horsemint too in my field, though I’m surrounded by more and more corn crops. Farmers don’t seem
to rotate crops as they used to.

I hope Shirley and I saw some of you at the Central Texas Beekeepers Annual Bee School in Brenham
Build Your Own Beekeeping
this past weekend. For a further opportunity to learn, try and come to the Texas Beekeepers
Equipment: How to Construct
Association Summer Clinic, held at the Conroe Lone Star Convention and Expo Center on Saturday
8- & 10-Frame Hives; Top Bar,
June 18th. Ross Conrad is the keynote speaker and there are classes on all aspects of beekeeping.
Nuc & Demo Hives; Feeders,
Look for the flyer in this newsletter, or go to texasbeekeepers.org for more information.
Swarm Catchers & More.
The Honey Connoisseur:
We have another fact filled meeting next week and I look forward to seeing you there.
Selecting, Tasting, and Pairing
Honey, With a Guide to More
••••••••••••
Than 30 Varietals
The Fresh Honey Cookbook: 84
Recipes from a Beekeeper's Kitchen
The Complete Meadmaker: This
up-to-date title tells the novice
how to begin and the experienced
brewer or winemaker how to
succeed in this newest of the
The topic announced by the Foundation for the Preservation for Honey Bees for the 4H
beverage arts
Essay Contest for 2016 was Bees and Pollination.
Bee Products for Better Health:
Here is the latest buzz on some of
Emma’s essay, “Honey Masters in Danger” can be found on the next page of this newsletter.
Mother Nature's most perfect
Emma is in 5th grade, is 10 years old, and lives in Cedar Park. She interviewed Jimmie Oakley
remedies!
of WCABA, David Brunken of Round Rock Honey Company, and Jon Klema, Leander
Honey Crafting: From Delicious
Beekeeper, in addition to conducting research through numerous other sources.
Honey Butter to Healing Salves,
Projects for Your Home Straight from
the Hive
Wisdom for Beekeepers: 500 Tips for
Successful Beekeeping

Congratulations to 5th Grader, Emma Kathryn Bird,
for Winning 3rd Place in the 4H Beekeeping Essay Contest!
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Honey Masters in Danger
Did you know that the honey bee is the only
insect that produces food eaten by humans?
It’s true! Honey bees, which are known
scientifically as Apis mellifera meaning
“honey-carrying bee,” provide many benefits
to flowers, agricultural crops and people.
Unfortunately, the little honey master’s
population is declining. However, there might
be some amazing news for honey bees, because
there are new programs that encourage people
to be more bee friendly. Keep reading to learn
more about why honey bees and pollination
are so important.

New
Members
and
Membership
Renewals
Welcome to our new members:
David Ray Pruett, Bertram;
Bill & Nissa Walker, Holland;
Wayne Boultinghouse, Lampasas;
Robert McCammon, Round Rock;
and Jay and Lena Rimel, Granger.

Renewing members are:
David & Suzan M. Gibson, Belton;
Layne & Kyle Muilman, Georgetown;
Phil Owens, Georgetown; and
Dennis & Linda Rose, Marble Falls.

Honey bees are important because they
pollinate many of our crops. The pollination is
actually accidental and happens when bees fly
from flower to flower. This happy accident
benefits humans, flowers and crops. The anther of
the flower has pollen on it, so when a female
worker bee comes to gather nectar, the pollen
sticks to the hair on her body. Bees pollinate over
100 agricultural crops every year, and the value of
those crops equals billions of dollars.
“If a worker bee is doing her job well, she will
pollinate a flower every 30 seconds,” shared
David Brunken, beekeeper from the Round Rock
Honey Company.
People benefit from honey bee pollination,
because most of us enjoy eating. No human
activity can replace the way bees pollinate.
Without bees, flowers would not be able to
reproduce. These are just some of the benefits
from the pollination of honey bees.
Sadly, the population of honey bees is
declining. What will happen when they are
gone? The United States has lost more than
50 percent of managed honey bees over
the last 10 years. Pesticides, such as
neonicotinoids, can cause colony collapse
disorder (or CCD). CCD causes bees to
disappear from hives. If the harmful
chemicals do not kill the bee
immediately, she can unknowingly
carry the pesticide back to the hive.
Then the whole colony can become
infected and die.

“Thank You!” to our Refreshment Hosts:
Jill Douglass, Linda Franke, Vicky Kennedy

Varroa mites and additionally,
humans are expanding cities, which
means honey bee habitats are
decreasing enormously. If honey
bees disappear altogether, the
human food supply will decrease.
That would be a real problem since
one of every three bites of food that
we eat is thanks to pollinators like
honey bees. Without honey bees, the
number and quality of crops will lower
while the price of food will increase.

by Emma Kathryn Bird

Thankfully, there are new programs to help prevent
the loss of bees. In 2014, the Unites States
Department of Agriculture gave eight million dollars
to help revive the honey bee population.
“American agricultural production relies on having a
healthy honey bee population,” Agriculture Secretary
Tom Vilsack said. “In recent years, factors such as
diseases, parasites, pesticides or habitat loss have
contributed to a significant decline in the honey bee
population. This $8 million is part of the
Administration’s ongoing strategy to reverse these
trends and establish more plant habitat on
Conservation Reserve Program lands to restore the
bee population.”
Other programs that are trying to help honey bees
are oﬀered by places like the American Honey Bee
Protection Agency and the Central Texas Bee Rescue.
Even commercial honey suppliers like Round Rock
Honey oﬀer beekeeping classes to help
nonprofessional beekeepers understand how they
can make a diﬀerence for honey bees. These types of
programs encourage people in urban areas to be
more bee friendly.
“Bees are essential to the survival of many plants,
plants that supply much of the food we eat,” shared
Jon Klema, urban beekeeper, Leander, Texas. “Bee
numbers are declining, perhaps due to agricultural
practices. We chose to do what we could to reverse
that trend.”
“I have been beekeeping for over 40 years, mostly for
honey production, but in recent years have provided
pollination for several local community gardens,” said
Jimmie Oakley of the Williamson County Area
Beekeepers Association.
Another way honey bees are receiving assistance is
through the banning of certain pesticides, and
farmers are encouraged to apply less toxic pesticides
in the evening when bees have flown safely back to
the hive. Mr. Brunken, beekeeper with Round Rock
Honey, said he also supports new research from Paul
Stamets, a scientist who has studied the positive
results of mushrooms on wild bee populations.
Programs, both nationally and locally, are helping
honey bee populations grow, which ultimately
benefits both humans and bees!
As you have learned, honey bees are really important
pollinators. Without their expertise, humans would not
have many of our favorite foods, such as apple crisp,
pumpkin pie and fruit smoothies. The honey bee
population has suﬀered greatly in recent years due to
pesticides, insecticides and varroa mites. Urban
building has also taken natural habitats from the
honey bees. The wonderful news is that now there
are programs to help rebuild the honey bee habitats,
which hopefully will encourage their population to
increase. So help create a buzz about how others can
make a diﬀerence for our friends, the honey bees.
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Spring Honey Princess Appearances
by Elise Gardner (WCABA Honey Princess & Apprentice Master Beekeeper)

Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center and Texas State Capitol tours
with Texas Honey Queen, Hope Pettibon and Jimmie Oakley.

March and
April were very
busy months for
me, representing
the Williamson
County Area
Beekeepers
Association and
educating the public
about the importance
of honey bees to our
environment.

Americorps 2016 Youth Career Fest
with Tanya Phillips of Bee Friendly.

East Austin Garden Fair
with Ginny Stubblefield, Master Gardener.

WCABA Honey Princess,
Elise Gardner,
has started a bee blog.
Check it out at:
www.BusyBeeChic.com
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WCABA MEETING MINUTES
March 24, 2016

1. Opening the Meeting: Vice-President Jim Colbert opened the meeting.
2. Beekeeping 101: Laura Colburn spoke about “Installing Your Bees”.
3. Beekeeping 201: Chris Doggett led the discussion of “Pests and Diseases”.
4. Ed Wolfe-Robert Bost Memorial Scholarship Program: Jimmie Oakley introduced the
Texas Honey Queen, Hope Pettibon. Hope was visiting our group to assist in presenting the
Certificate of Achievement to our 2015 Scholarship winners.

Photo from www.laurenqhill.com

Banana Smoothie
Ingredients:
2 c milk
2 medium bananas, cut in
pieces
½ c yogurt (plain or vanilla)
1 ½ Tbsp. honey
1 ½ Tbsp. wheat germ
1 tsp. ground cinnamon
Directions:
1. Place all ingredients in
blender and blend until
smooth.
2. Pour into a cup and enjoy!
Recipe courtesy of
Beth Hackenberg, American Bee Federation
Auxiliary President, printed in the
American Bee Journal.

Hope Pettibon presented the Certificate to Jeﬀrey Wentworth. Emma Wall, the WCABA Honey
Queen, presented the Certificate to Claire Birdwell. Elise Gardner, the WCABA Honey Princess,
presented the Certificate to Annelisa (Lissy) Martinez.
Jimmie Oakley introduced this year’s Ed Wolfe-Robert Bost Memorial Scholarship winners – Jordan
Heivilin, Mia Koepp, Laurel Morris, Sebastian Urban and Michael Wheeler. Congratulations to our
2016 Scholarship future beekeepers!
After the introduction, Jimmie Oakley assisted the scholarship recipients in assembling their hives in
preparation of receiving their bees in April.
5. Announcements:
• Members were reminded to sign up for one or two meetings to bring refreshments.
• Central Texas Beekeeping School is being held in Brenham on Saturday, April 16. For more
information about all of the classes oﬀered and to register, go to www.centraltexasbeekeepers.org
• Texas Beekeepers Association will have a Summer Clinic on Saturday, June 18, at the Lone Star
Convention & Expo Center, 9055 Airport Road, Conroe, TX 77303. Classes will be available for all
levels of beekeeping. Register at texasbeekeepers.org. The fee is $50 per person, $90 per couple,
$25 for age 15 and under. The fee includes lunch.
6. Door Prizes: Door Prizes were announced.
7. Guest Speaker: Tanya Phillips spoke on “Keeping Bees in Top Bar Hives”.
7. Meeting Attendance: 118 present
8. Meeting Adjourned: President Chris Doggett adjourned the meeting
9. Date for Next Meeting: Our next meeting will be on April 28, 2016.
- Ginny Stubblefield, Secretary, WCABA

For Sale

For Sale
5 Frame Nucs with
Newly Mated Queens - $225

Bee Vacuum with
Extra Catch Cage - $135

(plus a $20 wooden nuc box deposit)

made by
Brushy Mountain Bee Supply

I can deliver at club meeting this month

call Randy Oakley
512-981-9216

call Randy Oakley
512-981-9216

limited number available
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
WILLIAMSON COUNTY AREA BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Dues $15.00 per year - individual or family membership
New Member / Renewing Member

(circle one)

Date:______________________

Name: _________________________________________________ Amount: $ _______________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________________
Phone: (

) ________________________________ e-mail: ______________________________________
(please print)

To save postage cost, may we send your Newsletter via e-mail? Yes[

] No[

]

Instructions: print, fill out, and bring to club meeting, or mail with check to Membership:
Mrs. Shirley Doggett - 400 C. R. 440 - Thrall, TX 76578

Spring Checklist

Beekeeping 101: The Growing Hive
By Laura Colburn
April is an important month for beekeepers, whether just starting a
package or making splits, the focus is on increasing the hive population.
In April, Laura will present what you should see in your growing
hive and issues that may arise, such as swarming and supercedure.
She’ll also provide tips for having a smooth and comfortable
inspection experience and what to do when a hive is defensive.

Beescapes: Nectar and Pollen Plants
for Honeybees
By Becky Bender
This program uses honeybee biology and foraging habits as the
foundation for choosing plants for gardens, landscapes and rural
land. You'll discover how the science of pollen analysis provides
clues to plants our bees favor and habitat worth conserving. The
focus is on using a diversity of Texas native and well-adapted plants
to provide attractive, ecologically-responsible bee forage.
Becky Bender is an R.N. with a Masters degree in Science. She's a
Texas Master Naturalist and has been a Hobby Beekeeper for 8
years. Becky contributes “The Buds and the Bees” column for the
Texas Beekeeping Journal and recently worked with a team of Texas
beekeepers to help develop Bee Happy Seed Mix available through
TBA and Native American Seed.

April is the month when the major honey flow will kick into gear.
Swarms are more frequent in April and May.

In the Beeyard:

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Work bees on warm, sunny days.
Make new colonies with package bees.
Make nucs from strong colonies. To make a 5 frame nuc,
remove 2 frames of brood and bees and I frame of pollen and
honey from a strong colony. Place this in the middle of a 5
frame nuc box and add two frames of foundation.
A 10 frame brood box can be substituted for the nuc box.
Introduce a young queen to the new colony.
Consider combining weak colonies with strong colonies.
Reverse brood boxes.
Add frames of wax foundation or entire supers of wax
foundation to hives to get new comb drawn. (A general rule is
to add supers of foundation below the queen excluder. Add
supers of drawn comb above excluders.)
Watch honey supers closely and add supers when bees have
filled 6-8 frames with honey. 3 to 4 supers per hive is generally
enough for a season. (Empty supers may be added either
above or below full supers).
Feed your bees - keep feeders full of 1:1 syrup for existing hives.
For new hives, feed 2:I sugar syrup until all frames are drawn
then add another brood box and continue to feed until that
box is also full.
Keep an eye out for swarms.
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Support TBAs “Real Texas Honey” Program
It has become increasingly important for us to support our local honey
producers due to the growing problems consumers face of not knowing
what they are getting when they grab a bottle of honey oﬀ the grocery
store shelf. Honey
imported from
China has been
found to be
contaminated with
heavy metals and
antibiotics; “ultrapurified” honey has
all its beneficial
ingredients filtered
out, including
pollen (which is the
only absolute way
to identify where
We are selling t-shirts at our WCABA meetings
the
honey comes
to help support the “Real Texas Honey” Program.
from); and you will
even come across fake honey, a blend of honey and other sweeteners like
cheap corn syrup and artificial sweeteners. It truly is a case of “you get
what you pay for” with honey, so go ahead and spring for the artisanal
brand, or better yet, find a local beekeeper to support!
TBA has launched a “Real Texas Honey” program with the goal of
connecting consumers with real local beekeepers. They are currently
trying to get Texas beekeepers to sign up, so if you sell honey, make sure
to visit the website and register, and if you want to take advantage of the
health benefits of buying local honey, log on to find a beekeeper near
you. The more participants the better the program will work!
Visit RealTexasHoney.com for more information.
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