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7:00-8:00: Beekeeping 101 / 201
8:00-9:00: Program

First United Methodist Church
Georgetown (MMC bldg.)

Beekeeping 101: Laura Colburn
“Merging and Splitting Hives”

Beekeeping 201: Liz Walsh
"Queen Rearing"

Program Speaker: Liz Walsh
from the TAMU Honeybee Lab

"IPM Pyramid"

by Mary C. Gardner

Most beekeepers know that providing food sources
for their bees is key to their survival. Encouraging
others to also provide forage for pollinators in the
form of garden flowers, wildflowers, and fruit trees is
something many of us also do. However, something
that often gets overlooked is leaving weeds be.

The definition of a weed is 
“a valueless plant growing
wild, especially one that
grows on cultivated ground
to the exclusion or injury of
the desired crop. Any
undesirable or troublesome
plant, especially one that
grows profusely where it is
not wanted.”

It is my contention that 
weeds are not “valueless”. 
They provide valuable food
sources for bees and other
pollinators and can often be
found blooming at times
when other plants are not.
Rhonda Fleming Hayes, a
master gardener, and author
of the book titled
“Pollinator-Friendly
Gardening,” encourages
gardeners to make a
difference in the pollinator
world by leaving some
dandelions in a part of 
their yards, or at least 
waiting to mow them until
they’ve bloomed. 

Some would argue that the
lack of bee food sources is an
even bigger threat to our bees
than pesticides. Farmers often spray herbicides as part
of their crop management, but in doing so, they are
destroying bee food sources. Homeowners work
diligently to cultivate yards that attract wildlife and
pollinators, but in doing so, may become overzealous
in their efforts to achieve beauty and perfection and
rid their properties of a very useful food source - weeds!
The time has come for us to change our attitudes
toward welcoming weeds into our environment.

In addition to individuals striving for change, it is
essential that large corporations get on board with
honey bee conservation efforts. There are a number of

companies that are paving the way and setting a good
example that others should follow. As reported by
Tonya Garcia in the April MarketWatch Pulse, “Honey
Nut Cheerios, a General Mills Inc. cereal brand, said
Tuesday that it will commit 3,300 acres of land used
for oat farming to pollinator habitats by 2020. The

effort is designed to save bee
colonies, which have
experienced widespread die-
offs in recent years. Honey
Nut Cheerios said the
pollinator habitats will be
spread across 60,000 acres of
land, and will include food
sources and homes for North
American bees. The acreage
will be on oat farms used to
supply Honey Nut Cheerios.“
Another example, as
reported by Melody
Bomgardner, for Chemical &
Engineering News, can be
seen in consumer lawn and
garden care company, Scotts
Miracle-Gro’s announcement
that it will stop using
neonicotinoid-based
pesticides in its Ortho brand
products. Tim Martin,
general manager of Ortho
says, “This decision comes
after careful consideration
regarding the range of
possible threats to
honeybees and other
pollinators.”  The retail chain
Lowe’s is also phasing out
products containing
neonicotinoids. 

As consumers, we can use
our purchasing power and our voices to support
companies that make these kinds of commitments to
honey bees and our environment and send a clear
message to other companies to follow suit. 
As beekeepers and gardeners, we can implement
methods of Integrated Pest Management (IPM) in our
hives and home landscapes, plant native plants, try 
all-natural, organic solutions for treating problems and
re-think the way we manage pests and weeds. If we
take a multifaceted approach to bee conservation,
hopefully we can reverse the troubling trend of colony
collapse disorder, and protect our environment for the
welfare of our future generations.      

Leave weeds be!

Bees Need Weeds. Weeds Feed Bees.

Beggar’s Lice, Queen Anne’s Lace and Hedge Parsley
are just a few of the common names for this type of

weed growing at my house.  The bees love it, 
so I am allowing it to stay while blooming, 

but will pull it as it turns to the velcro-like stickers.

Dandelions provide great forage for bees.



After installing your package, you’re
probably excited, and maybe a little anxious,
to see what’s happening in your hive. In the
weeks following your hive setup, you should
see evidence of a laying queen: eggs, larva,
and capped brood. And you should see new
comb being drawn on the foundation of
your frames. Avoid checking your hive more
than every 7-10 days otherwise you’ll
interrupt the work of the hive and unsettle
the bees. 

When visiting the bee yard, have a purpose
in mind. It’s helpful to make a to-do list so
you’ll have not only the necessary tools at
hand, but you’ll know what you’re looking
for. Wait for nice weather, too. Bees get
grumpy when you open the hive on a
cloudy day that’s threatening rain, and high
wind can not only disturb the bees, but also
dry out the larva exposed to it. A routine
inspection can wait for a day of sunshine.

Some things to look for when inspecting
your hive include: brood pattern, pollen and
honey stores, and attitude of the hive. It’s
not necessary to look for the queen. As long
as you see eggs, you can feel confident you
have a queen. 

You’ll also want to pay attention to how
much space they have available. When they
have drawn and filled seven out of 10
frames, it’s time to add another box. Decide
ahead of time if you plan to use a double-
deep setup for the hive body and brood
chamber, or a deep with a medium on top or
even an all-medium setup. It’s really a matter
of personal choice. Remember, any time you
add undrawn foundation, the bees will need
to be fed 1:1 syrup to provide the materials
to build the comb. Wax is expensive for bees
to produce, so don’t hold back.

Another thing to be looking for are queen
cells. Cells formed towards the middle of the
frame are generally supercedure cells and an
indication there may be a problem with the
queen. Cells formed at the bottom of the
frame are swarm cells and an indication they
feel crowded. Simply cutting out either
supercedure or swarm cells won’t necessarily
solve whatever issue your bees are sensing
or their instinct to swarm, so ask a mentor or
experienced beekeeper for help if you’re
unsure. If you’re positive your queen is still in
the hive, you can give yourself some time to
address the issue by cutting out the cells. 

Enjoy observing
your bees, both outside
and inside the hive. Watch for
activity near the entrance, noticing pollen
and possible robbing. When working in the
hive, use steady movements to avoid
dropping a frame or squishing too many
bees. Always have your smoker ready when
opening the hive. It’s better to have it and
not need it than the other way around.
When smoking your bees, use light puffs of
cool smoke. You should never see flames
coming out. Also, avoid leaving honey
exposed while your hive is open. Cover
honey supers with a towel or hive cover to
prevent robbing.  

A healthy hive has plenty of bees, plenty of
stores, a happy hum, and it smells good. 

If you missed Becky Bender’s presentation
on Planting for Bees, you can find her list of
bee-friendly plants on her website:
www.budsandthebees.com

Also, for a video tutorial on doing a sugar
roll for mite assessment, you can watch my
video on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ht3Z-9U2xow 
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Tips for Inspecting Your Hive
by Laura Colburn

Make sure you’ve got your smoker handy. The smell of smoke distracts the bees and
helps mask the smell of the pheromones, hopefully keeping you from getting stung.

Choose a sunny day to open the hive. 
Bees get grouchy when the weather is overcast or rainy!



Welcome to our new members:
Jennifer Harbour, Liberty Hills; 
Linda S. Donovan, Austin; 
John & Helen Hibbard, Round Rock;
Heath & Cynthia Massery,
Georgetown; 
Jackie Palermo, Jonestown; 
Joe & Lolita Bader, Boerne; 
James Quinn, Jonestown; 
Eric & Diane Hale, Florence

Renewing members are: 
David Walther, Dallas;
Jane & Bruce Wallace,
Georgetown

Congratulations to Luke Exley, for Winning
the National 4H Beekeeping Essay Contest!

Please join us in congratulating Luke Exley,
who won the national 4H Beekeeping essay!
His essay can be found on the next page of
this newsletter and will also be featured in
the May/June American Beekeeping
Federation Journal/News.

Luke is the 3rd of four sons and is a junior
in High School. He is methodical and
enjoys doing several kinds of projects in
4-H but Science Engineering and
Technology is his favorite. His family
has a 12 foot high oak trebuchet in
their yard thanks solely to his efforts.
He hopes to attend Texas A&M
University like his two older
brothers and study some kind of
environmental or design
engineering. If you want to impress
him, bring him a large root beer
float with Blue Bell homemade
vanilla ice cream.

The topic announced by the
Foundation for the Preservation for

Honey Bees for the 4H Essay Contest for
2016 was Bees and Pollination.

Door prize items in January were donated by:
Linda Franke and Ginny Stubblefield.
Winners were: Callie Herring, Jennifer Gray, 
Helen Hlbbard, Patricia Bruno, 
and James Quinn. 

Letter from the President
We needed the rain, but new queen’s arrived on Friday and here we are
at Monday morning with wet ground everywhere and every bee in the
hive, with none out foraging. The mean hive I wanted to re-queen is
going to be near impossible to deal with. That’s beekeeping though.

Our guest speaker this month, Liz Walsh, is a graduate student at Texas
A&M and she’s a great presenter. Do come and participate in Queen
Rearing in the 201 session and then the latest on Varroa in the general
meeting.

The Texas Beekeepers Association Summer Clinic is in Conroe, TX on
June 18th. There are presentations on almost every aspect of
beekeeping with classes that range from the new beekeeper to those of
you with 3 years or more experience. Details are at texasbeekeepers.com
and you can register online or mail an application. Please support this great effort and Shirley 
and I will look forward to seeing you there.

For those of you with new packages this year, please don’t forget to feed them. They will rely on 
your sugar water until they have an established hive. You shouldn’t expect to get honey this first 
year – whatever they do produce they will need for the winter. Do though taste some while inspecting the
hive. A finger in the comb won’t hurt the bees and that first taste of your own honey is truly
memorable. A big thank you to Jimmy Oakley for managing the bee ordering process again this year.
It's a complex and detailed task and his leadership in this is truly appreciated by us all.

Look forward to seeing you on the 26th.

• • • • • • • • • • • • 

Chris Doggett, WCABA President
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Luke Exley at the State Fair in 2015.

New
Members

and 
Membership 
Renewals



Honey bees are some of the hardest working,
interesting and most beneficial insects in the world.
My family has kept bees for 10 years and participates
annually in the Bee Informed Survey that keeps track
of bee losses each year. Besides the benefits of the
honey, beekeeping is an excellent way to earn
money and is an interesting hobby. However, we lost
many of our hives due to major issues facing honey
bees today. Which leads to the questions of what
would happen if the honey bees died out and does
our state or community organize or fund any
programs to help pollinators?

People’s lives and the world would be very different
if honey bees perished since they provide several
important roles in our food production and economy.
The most important role is 2/3 of the world’s crops are
dependent on pollinators with an annual average value
of 18-27 billion in the United States alone. 
This comprises most of our fruits, vegetables, nuts,
beverages, some raw fibers, and even food oils. In fact,
honey bees are either directly or indirectly responsible
for 1/3 of every bite humans eat and account for about
15 billion annually. Their efficient robust pollination
increases the quantity and often the size of our fruits
and vegetables, not to mention 50% larger coffee beans,
cocoa, and many spices and herbs. Next, pollinators are
essential since they pollinate flowering forage for
livestock like clover, field beans, and other cover crops.
Additionally, pollinators are responsible for more than
85% of the world’s flowering plants  and honey bees
get direct credit for about 16% which means they
pollinate berries and seeds for wildlife and maintain
genetic diversity in the vast variety of flowers whose
beauty we enjoy. Finally, bees provide honey, the
world’s most perfect food that never spoils.
According to the January 15th, 2016 National
Honey Report, the U.S. imported $554 million
dollars of honey of honey this past month from
all over the world to meet our needs! Another
important role involves potential medical uses
of this insect. There are studies being done in
nerve, muscle and other treatments involving
honey bee venom. Therefore, honey bees
and the services that they provide are
irreplaceable for the long term health of our
economy, and we should be protecting
them in our state and nation.

What are my city and county doing to
help bees? When I called my city council,
I found our city has no ordinances on
bees, but our county does. My county
encourages interest in bees by giving
agricultural exemptions to folks who

own 5-20 acres to put a certain amount of
bees on it. My mom, Elizabeth Exley, was

one of the main people the Williamson
County Agricultural Tax Office asked for

advice on this. 

She interviewed several long-time beekeepers and gave the 
tax office a proposal outlining the best ideas. They adopted 
all of them in 2013. Our county hosts Williamson County Area
Beekeepers Association (WCABA) that offers scholarships to
youth to interest them in this important insect. In fact, my two
older brothers were recipients of the WCABA scholarship which
is what got us started in in this lifelong hobby. It is notable that
public awareness is improved since there is an increase in the
memberships of the many beekeeping clubs in Texas. The Texas
Beekeepers Association (TBA) is a large nationally recognized
group that offers training workshops, raises public awareness,
posts other beekeeping group events, and hosts fundraisers 
to promote honey bees.

The state of Texas also helps honey bees. For instance, the 
Texas Cottage Food Law was changed to make it easier for
beekeepers to sell their honey in certain venues without as
much paperwork and licenses.  Protecting bees is further 
aided by the Texas Apiary Inspection Services (TAIS) through
resources and registration of beekeepers which make it easier
for the general public to find someone to remove unwanted
honey bees. Additionally, beekeepers are exempt from the
Texas Structural Pest Control Act.  Furthermore, Texas is 
proud to host Dadant and Sons, the publishers of the 
American Bee Journal, which is one of the oldest beekeeping
publications in the world and was started before the Civil War. 
This Journal regularly updates the public on beekeeping 
and honey bee issues.

While searching for existing programs protecting pollinators,
I emailed Chris Moore, the President of the TBA. He mentioned
the 2014 Presidential Memorandum which set aside money for
voluntary pollinator protection programs. With some of this
money, Texas has come up with a collaborative plan to
conserve honey bees. Bee Culture Magazine reports, Texas A&M
University Bee Lab worked with the Texas Department of
Agriculture, Farm Bureau, pesticide application people, a seed
company, and the manager of landfills to start a creative plan
using completed landfills as pollinator habitat that would be
planted with pollinator food resources. In addition, more
volunteer training and bee hive testing will be done for all
possible problems. Chris also mentioned The Pollinator
Stewardship Council which focuses more on the detrimental
effects of pesticides and gives a state by state summary on
what each is doing to help bees. I also emailed Marla Spivak
from the University of Minnesota Bee Lab and found that their
bee lab is very developed and their state has an exceptional
pollinator program in place.  There is no doubt that Texas A&M’s
Bee Lab will improve and has a good model to imitate or
surpass over time.

Bees are still facing many issues that are destroying them and
could significantly harm our economy and our health. However,
our city, county, state and nation seem to finally have a good
start in promoting awareness and protection. It will be critical
to follow through with several of these great ideas on habitat
development and protection to make a difference. Hopefully,
we will see our bees recover and our city and state programs
increase efforts to effectively protect honey bees and other
pollinators in our shared environment.

“Bees are still
facing many
issues that are
destroying them
and could
significantly
harm our
economy and
our health.”

“It will be
critical to
follow
through with
several of
these great
ideas on
habitat
development
and protection
to make 
a difference.”

Significance of Honey Bees      by Luke D. Exley
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“Thank You!” to our
Refreshment Hosts: 
Dodie Stillman,
Mary Jo Whitworth 
Barbi Benjamin
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Another successful Queen and Package Bee
Procurement Program has drawn to a close! 

“Phew!”
In total 225 packages of bees were ordered,
and because of the size of the order it took
four installments to fill it.

Kay and I made the necessary trips to 
R Weaver Apiaries in Navasota to transport
the precious (and valuable) cargo back to
Williamson County.

That meant that member order pickups
were scheduled at the Bost Farm on four
different weekends (Friday & Saturday).
There were several members that 
graciously volunteered and helped in 
the distribution process.

Thanks!
Tina, Chris, Shirley,

Jim & Ginny

Everything did not
come off without a
hitch, but overall I
believe everyone was
satisfied with their
bees (or queens), and I
have received very
favorable reports on
package installation
and queen acceptance.

I was not happy with
the discontinuation of
the use of “syrup can”
feeding in the
packages and the substitution of dry
“marshmallow” feed instead, and I expressed
this on each occasion we picked up.

Maybe this will be corrected next year if we
choose to use the same provider.

WCABA was the largest purchaser of
packages from R Weaver this year, spending
over $36,000.

The bee/queen and equipment
procurement programs are two ways
that the club provides benefit to
the membership.

Hopefully we can continue to do so.
Thanks to all who participated or helped.

Regards,
Jimmie Oakley – Order Coordinator

Queen and Bee Procurement has Drawn to a Close

Melonie Martinez of Georgetown, picking up her bees. Dennis & Linda Rose of Marble Falls, picking up their bees.

Nicole Santos of Round Rock, picking up her package of bees. Amy Marietta & Tara Kirmse of Austin, picking up bees.



Gill Bledsoe was able to capture a picture
of a full frame of brood from 
Jordan Heivilin’s hive.

Mia Koepp was assisted by her
mentor Gary Bible. Her parents,
Kyle and Briana, commented
“What an amazing experience
this has been for her!  
She loves it....and so do we!”

All these young beekeepers are
progressing nicely and are to be
commended on their enthusiasm
and their attention to detail.

Congratulate them
when you see them!

The WCABA Scholarship Recipients have checked their hives twice since installing their
bees and have found pleasing results.

Some have submitted pictures of
their prosperous bees and the
impressive construction their new
worker bees have accomplished.
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WCABA Scholarship Recipients
Off to a Great Start!

by Jimmie Oakley (Scholarship Chair)

Sebastian Urban’s bees exhibited a
great brood pattern and had stored
honey around the brood as submitted
by his mentor, Jim Colbert.

Kristie Wheeler sent a picture of
Michael with his bees and
reported the bees “seem to be
happy at their new home”.

Because of Laurel’s school project she
picked up her package bees two weeks
later and is just starting the monitoring
process, but shows us a very heavily
populated frame from her hive.



BOOK NOOK 
by Holly Medina

There are many basics in the book,
“Better Bee Keeping”, but the
author, Kim Flottum, emphasizes
how a beekeeper moves into selling
honey for profit.  The book is full of
tips and tricks on how to make your
operation run smoothly, efficiently and
get the most from your bees.  
Mr. Flottam discusses topics such as
buying equipment, honey houses,
leasing land, plants for honey
bees, getting the best queens,
production goals,
prevention of swarming,
and many helpful topics
to help you decide if you
wish to move into honey
production for selling. 
He also includes excellent
photographs to enhance
his discussions.  
This is not a book for the
novice beginner but is best
for beekeepers who have one 
or two years of experience.

More Than Just Pheromones by Laura Colburn

In a report released by the University of California – San Diego, biologists reveal
that bees communicate various threat levels, not just through
the release of scent, but through vibrational pulses and
head butting. This behavior was seen in Asian and
European honey bees. 

“This signal encodes the level of danger in its
vibrational frequency, its pitch, and the danger

context through the duration of each pulse,” says
biology professor James Nieh. This type of signaling is
the “most sophisticated form of alarm signaling found
in a social insect.” 

Experiments conducted revealed that “different types
of stop signals elicited different and appropriate responses”

depending on the type of attack and whether at a foraging
location or near the nest.

To read more, go to: http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2016-03/uoc--bds032116.php

Hive Installations
by Emma Wall (WCABA Honey Queen)

Recently, I have attended the Cedar Park garden club’s meeting
sharing about the importance of beekeeping as well as the process
of installing a new hive. 

Within the next few weeks I will be installing two hives: one in the
Veterans’ Memorial community garden, and one in the Elizabeth Milburn
community garden. 

My hope is that having bees in these gardens will improve the garden and parks productivity and
give those who are unsure about the addition an appreciation for such a hardworking creature. 

I am very excited as well as thankful for the opportunity to work alongside local gardeners and
together give back not only to the environment but to our community as well.         

- Queen Emma
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Update: Hive installations have gone well, both hives are thriving. 

Buzzword:
• Pheromone •

A chemical substance that is
usually produced by an animal
or insect and serves especially

as a stimulus to other
individuals of the same species

for one or more behavioral
responses, including 

attracting a 
mate.

WCABA Honey Princess, 
Elise Gardner, 

has started a bee blog.
Check it out at:

www.BusyBeeChic.com



WCABA MEETING MINUTES
March 24, 2016

1.    Opening the Meeting: President Chris Doggett opened 
the meeting.

2.    Beekeeping 101: Laura Colburn discussed “The Growing Hives”.

3.    Beekeeping 201: Randy Oakley presented a class on  
“Treatment for Pests and Diseases”.

4.    Announcements:
•   Joe Bader, President of the Fredericksburg Area Beekeepers, explained he is working on a 

project for the Texas Beekeepers Association and is taking a survey of beekeepers who wish 
to get an ag exemption.

•   Texas Beekeepers Association will have a Summer Clinic on Saturday, June 18, at the Lone Star 
Convention & Expo Center, 9055 Airport Road, Conroe, TX 77303.  Classes will be available for all 
levels of beekeeping.  Register at texasbeekeepers.org.  The fee is $50 per person, $90 per couple, 
$25 for age 15 and under.  The fee includes lunch.  Russ Conrad will be the major speaker.

•   The Texas Beekeepers Association recommends that everyone purchase local honey.  
The TBA website lists local honey producers.

•   Two anonymous donors gave amazing donations to the Ed Wolfe-Robert Bost Memorial Scholarship.
Everyone was very happy to hear about the donations to such a good cause. 

•   The WCABA is selling the exemption labels for beekeepers at $5.00 a roll.

•   For new beekeepers, the Texas Beekeepers Association offers free one-year memberships.  
Contact Shirley Doggett for the form you will need to fill out.

•   Jim Colbert spoke about the mentoring program. 

•   Jim also made it a point to thank Jimmie Oakley for procuring bees for members.  

5.    Guest Speaker:  Becky Bender, Master Naturalist, spoke to the group about “Plants and Nectar 
for Honey Bees”.  Becky writes a column in the TBA newsletter entitled “Buds and the Bees”.

6.    Meeting Attendance: 97 present

7.    Meeting Adjourned: President Chris Doggett adjourned the meeting.

8.    Date for Next Meeting: Our next meeting will be on May 26, 2016.  Liz Walsh from the 
Texas A&M University Apiculture program will be our speaker.

- Ginny Stubblefield, Secretary, WCABA

No-Cook Strawberry
Freezer Jam w/ Raw Honey
Ingredients:
4 c. mashed strawberries
1/4 c. lemon juice (to help
berries maintain color)
1/2-1 c. raw honey
3/4 c. water
3 tsp. Pomona's Universal Pectin
4 tsp. calcium water (this comes
with the Pomona's pectin)

Instructions:
1. Mix packet of calcium powder

with 1/2 cup water, and store
in the fridge - it'll last several
months and is good for more
than one batch.

2. Place mashed berries in large
bowl and add lemon juice 
and honey.

3. Stir well until raw honey is well
blended with berries.

4. Bring 3/4 cup water to a boil.
5. Add pectin to hot water and

dissolve completely.
6. Add pectin/water mixture to fruit 

and stir well.
7. Add calcium water, one teaspoon at a

time, mixing thoroughly until it's thick
and ready to set, keeping in mind 
it will continue to set as it cools.

8. Place in freezer safe containers, 
leaving 1/2 inch of headspace.

9. Freeze right away or keep in fridge 
a week or so.

Swarm List
If a member would like to be on

the list to collect swarms, 
contact Jim to be sure he has your

name, phone number, and the areas
you would be able to serve.

If you are willing to retrieve swarms
that have nested in places difficult

to reach (called “cut-outs”),
be sure to let Jim

know that.

Swarming
Season

if you (or a friend/neighbor)
have a swarm

Contact Jim Colbert
512-863-7183

who has replaced Mary Bost 
with this responsibility
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Photo from www.theprairiehomestead.com

Recipe courtesy of 
The Prairie Homestead and Pomona’s Pectin

If you have a
bee-related

announcement you 
would like to appear in 

the Buzzword newsletter, please
contact 

Mary Catherine Gardner:
marycgardner@austin.rr.com
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
WILLIAMSON COUNTY AREA BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION

Dues $15.00 per year - individual or family membership 

New Member / Renewing Member       (circle one)                     Date:______________________

Name: _________________________________________________ Amount: $ _______________________

Address:  _________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________________

Phone: (         ) ________________________________ e-mail: ______________________________________
(please print)

To save postage cost, may we send your Newsletter via e-mail?  Yes[      ]   No[      ]

Instructions: print, fill out, and bring to club meeting, or mail with check to Membership:
Mrs. Shirley Doggett - 400 C. R. 440 - Thrall, TX 76578

Spring Checklist
May is mostly a repeat of April with the major honey flow kicking
into gear. Swarms are more frequent in May.

In the Beeyard:
o Work bees on warm, sunny days. Keep an eye out for swarms.
o Make new colonies with package bees.
o Add frames of wax foundation to hives to get new comb drawn.

(A general rule is to add supers of foundation below the
queen excluder & supers of drawn comb above excluders.)

o Check supers weekly. Add supers when bees have filled 
6-8 frames with honey. (Empty supers may be added either
above or below full supers).

o Feed your bees - keep feeders full of 1:1 syrup

In the Garden:
o Consider keeping flowering weeds in a natural area of your yard.
o Check for pests and diseases. Choose IPM & organic control.
o Water deeper and less often. Be glad for all this rain!
o Mulch to improve soil moisture retention.
o Plant vegetables & herbs: chard, cucumber, eggplant,

spinach, okra, peppers, summer & winter squash, tomatillos
(you need at least two!), cantaloupe, watermelon, honeydew,
basil, beebalm, lavender, oregano, sage, thyme.

o Plant annuals & perennials: Amaranthus, Impatiens, Marigold,
Mexican Heather, Periwinkle, Purslane, Zinnia, Black-Eyed
Susan, Butterfly Weed, Shasta Daisy, Echinacea/Coneflower,
Goldenrod, Lantana, Plumbago, Salvias, Sedum.

Our meeting on May 26 coincides with an event associated with high
school graduation that starts at 6:30 at First United Methodist Church. 

We can park in the grass on the south side of the MMC building where
we meet, as long as it is NOT RAINING AND THE GROUND IS DRY. 
If parking along side streets in the neighborhood, please be respectful
of the residents and do not block drives. 

First United Methodist Church has been gracious to us by letting us use
their facilities at a reasonable rate and I hope we can take this
opportunity to show them how much we appreciate them.

Thanks in advance,    Jim Colbert, VP

Parking Shortage this Month!
Consider carpooling to the meeting on ursday.
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Support TBAs “Real Texas Honey” Program
It has become increasingly important for us to support our local honey
producers due to the growing problems consumers face of not knowing
what they are getting when they grab a bottle of honey off the grocery

store shelf.  Honey
imported from
China has been
found to be
contaminated with
heavy metals and
antibiotics; “ultra-
purified” honey has
all its beneficial
ingredients filtered
out, including
pollen (which is the
only absolute way
to identify where
the honey comes
from); and you will

even come across fake honey, a blend of honey and other sweeteners like
cheap corn syrup and artificial sweeteners. It truly is a case of “you get
what you pay for” with honey, so go ahead and spring for the artisanal
brand, or better yet, find a local beekeeper to support!

TBA has launched a “Real Texas Honey” program with the goal of
connecting consumers with real local beekeepers. They are currently
trying to get Texas beekeepers to sign up, so if you sell honey, make sure
to visit the website and register, and if you want to take advantage of the
health benefits of buying local honey, log on to find a beekeeper near
you. The more participants the better the program will work! 
Visit RealTexasHoney.com for more information.

We are selling  t-shirts at our WCABA meetings 
to help support the “Real Texas Honey” Program.


